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He helped you to hit a can on a fence post, and 


you learned about respect and responsibility 
It's time to pass along that lesson to the next 
generation of responsible gun owners 


, -Thisfaithful reproduction \ r 

1 of the John Browning classic F ^ 

F gallery gun hearkens back to 
the days when your granpa won X * 

Be heart of his sweetie with dazzling ; 
marksmanship at the carnival Or state fair. % 
You'll love this .22 LR pump action in , 
either a 23" rifle or 17" carbine barrel. * 

This takedown fir'eitrni U a great squirrel gun, 
or a beginner's pJinkiiig rifle, a fine tool you 
will use to teach lire arms safety and build 
character in that child or grandchild of yoirrs: p 


Each rifle and barbihe 
is equipped with the 
Taurus Security System” 1 
as well as a firing pin 


www.taurususa.com 

( 305 ) 624 - 1 \ m 

Taurus Security System™ included at no additional charge. 

For information about a FREE trigger lock for-yoUr Taunts, phone or visit us on the internet. 
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Become A Paid NRA Recruiter 


I am pleased and encouraged to pub¬ 
lish the following edited letter 
(reprinted with permission) from Mr. 
Richard Clise , a dedicated and highly 
successful NRA recruiter (# R013238F) 
in Washington state: 

— Robert K. Brown 

G un owners are 
being legislated 
and litigated to 
death. Our hunting and 
shooting rights are van¬ 
ishing before our eyes. 

Most gun owners are not 
NRA members but are 
with us in spirit — 
they’ve just never gotten 
around to actually join¬ 
ing, or they’ve let their 
memberships drop. If all 
of us in the shooting 
community were NRA members at the 
same time , the anti-hunting/anti-gun crowd 
would be rendered powerless. Our sheer 
numbers would overwhelm them. 

After I realized that we either increase 
the membership fast — or continue to lose 
our rights a piece at a time, I decided to see 
how many new NRA members I could sign¬ 
up in one year. I originally hoped for 100, 
which to me seemed a lot. 

Well, my year is now up — and I’ve 
signed-up over 4,000 members! I was 
amazed how easy it was. All I did was get 
permission to ask the customers at two local 
gun stores if they were current with their 
NRA memberships. People signed-up like 
crazy — they even enrolled their wives, 
children, in-laws and friends. I honestly 
signed 85 people in one day — every one of 
them now a nail in the anti-gunners’ coffin. 
What a glorious feeling that day was. No 


longer was I helpless — I was fighting 
back, and winning ! One person can’t make 
a difference? Bull! 

If you would like to know how satisfy¬ 
ing this can feel, please consider becoming 
a paid volunteer NRA recruiter. It’s easy. If 
you are good with people, know how to sell, 
can keep your temper, have a good appear¬ 
ance, have a little — or a 
lot — of time and desire 
to make a positive 
impact, you can do it! 

Men and women — 
young and old — can all 
be successful recruiters. 
I’ve already helped 38 
people get started. It’s 
perfect for retired folks, 
college students, or a 
husband/wife team inter¬ 
ested in a joint part-time 
job. A friend of mine, for 
example, recruits only on 


I honestly signed 85 people 
in one day—every one of them 
now a nail in the anti-gunners’ 
coffin. What a glorious feeling 
that day was. 

Saturdays, since he has four kids and a full¬ 
time job. But he earns an average of $200 
every Saturday. 

We either unite and fight — or lose our 
2nd Amendment right! 

If you and I don’t do the work, who will? 

To get started either full- or part-time, 
phone NRA Recruiting at (703) 267-3759. 
They will do the rest. X 
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THE COMPLETE .50-CALIBER SI 



ISE: Hard-Target Interdiction 


by Dean Michaelis 

Nowhere are the big guns covered in more detail. Before 
of-its-kind program of instruction for thT^pecTaTOperatii)i 
taught students everything they needed tp knpw to succ 
the sniper’s art: the history, equipment and traiqing. He 
guide and his exclusive Program of Instruction for^peci 
and civilian shooters alike. 81/2x11, softcovfetvohotoi 


Sgt. First Class Dean Michaelis (ret.) wrote the book on sniping, he wrote a first- 
in§"Targerikemiction Course. A member of the 1st Special Forces Group, he 
feed and si/fvivp. Now he brings that information to you, covering every aspect of 
also inclydes.reproducible forms, a military-issue .50-caliber cartridge tip color 
Opefatiprfs Hard-Target Interdiction Course. An invaluable resource for military 
6 pp. #10011336 $60.00 


LEGENDS 


AND REALITY 


LEGENDS AND REALITY OF THE AK 
A Behind-lhe-Scenes Look at the History, 
Design, and Impact of the Kalashnikov 
Family of Weapons 
by V. Shllin & C. Cutshaw 
Get an up-dose-and-personal look at the AK-47, 
Mikhail Kalashnikov, the Izhmash Arms Factory 
and new Russian small arms from the perspec¬ 
tive of Russian arms designer and Kalashnikov 
associate VaJ Shilin. 81/2x11, softcover, pho¬ 
tos, 192 pp. #10011351 $35.00 


NEW! ffom 



STREET SMARTS, FIREARMS, 
AND PERSONAL SECURITY 
Jim Grover’s Guide to 
Staying Alive and Avoiding 
Crime in the Real World 
Here are the best of Jim Grover’s “Per¬ 
sonal Security’ columns in Guns & Ammo 
covering the entire spectrum of crime 
avoidance and defense. Includes gaining 
street savvy, hardening your home, travel¬ 
ing safety, utilizing armed and unarmed 
options and training for practical firearm 
use. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus. 

2BBpp. #10011328 $35.00 



TACTICAL REALITY 
An Uncommon Look at Common- 
Sense Firearms Training and Tactics 
by Louis Awerbuck 

A decade of articles from one of America’s 
premier firearms instructors offers realistic 
training and tips for police, military and 
civilian shooters. Turn the tactical odds in a 
gunfight in your favor by teaming and 
practicing the proven firearms techniques 
taught in this book, You I! be glad you did. 
81/2x11. softcover, photos, 272 pp, 
#10011013 $30.00 
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MODERN MUZZLELOADING 
Black Powder Shooting for Sport, Survival, 
and Self-Defense 
with Tom Forbes 

Leam everything you need to know to shoot black 
powder firearms safely and effectively. This com- 
pt^re video course covers the loading and firing 
of flintlock, percussion and in-line firearms and 
^ includes tips on specialized hunting and self- 
defense toads. Color, approx. 60 min. total, VHS 
format) only. #10011237 $29.95 


Plus 


THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making Ghillie Suits and 
Custom Camouflage Accessories 
with Tom Forbes 

For professionals who need the ultimate in camouflage, 
there is only one choice: the ghillie suit In this unique 
video, Tom Fortes teaches you how to make four differ¬ 
ent types of ghillie suit and a variety of camouflage 
accessories for a fraction of the cost of expensive com¬ 
mercial versions. Color, approx. 60 min., VHS only. 

#10099959 $29.95 
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THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge books! 
You’d have to buy more than 25 books to 
get ail the wit and wisdom contained in 
this compilation from the best of Paladin's 
revenge books. Don’t be fooled by cheap 
imitators that claim to know how to get 
even. Paladin is still your revenge source 
when you need to even the score with nosy 
neighbors, bungling bureaucrats, snarly 
clerks or other pests. For entertainment 
purposes only. 81/2x11, softcover, 120 
pp #10001675 $25.00 



THE BUG BOOK 

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know 
about Electronic Eavesdropping... 

But Were Afraid to Ask 
by M.L Shannon 

Get the latest on bugs - how they woik, 
how effective they are, how to find and deal 
with them and how to use them in self- 
defense. Includes valuable insight on pro¬ 
tecting the privacy of phone, fax and com¬ 
puter communications; phone phreaking; and 
more. 81/2x11 .softcover, photos, itlus., 

168 pp. #10011369 $30.00 



Building Staler?, 
Camping Gear, 
Weapons, aid More 
out of Plastic Pine 


PVC PROJECTS FOR 
THE OUTDOORSMAN 

Building Shelters, Camping Gear, Weapons, 
and More Out of PVC Pipe 
by Tom Forbes 

The craftsman behind the ghillie suit video The 
Invisible Advantage offers more than 30 projects 
tor outdoor gear and weapons made from inexpen¬ 
sive PVC pipe, from teepees and snowshoes to 
pugil sticks and blowguns. 5 1/2x81/2, softcover, 
_ photos, illus., 96 pp. #10010411 $144X1 
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THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 

How to Create a New Identity for Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Finally, here is an all-new instruction book on how to obtain a new identity, pro- 
i duce supporting documents for it and use it safely in today’s society. Leam how 
to get Social Security numbers, driver’s licenses and more. For academic study 
only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, illus., 152 pp. #10008712 $20,00 

DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective Antibiotics, Painkillers, 
Anesthetics, and Other Miracle Drugs ... 
Without Costly Doctors’ Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise instructions for securing and using the very iatest 
drugs and supplies from mail order suppliers, animal health centers, military 
dispensaries, foreign pharmacies and other unusual sources. 51/2 x B 1/2, 
softcover, photos, illus., 128 pp. #10008266 $20,041 
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Electronic Circuits and Secrets n 

of an Old-Fashioned Spy.#10010528 .. .$25.00 [ Lard# -- 

U.S. Army Special Operations i item # item # 

Target interdiction Course ..... .#10010783 .. .$50.00 [ ” 

The Safe House: Setting Up and i | tem # # 

Running Your Own Sanctuary_#10009926 .. .$14.00 [- 2 -~-----— 

Ragnar’s Action Encyclopedia, > SUBTOTAL_ 

Vol. 2, Revised Edition.#10011104 .. .$40.00 \ NAME- 

Fugitive: How to Run, ■ Annoccc PLEASE INCLUDE *___ 

Hide, and Survive.. .#10004216 .. .$14.00 [ AUUHti,!l - POSTAGE & HANDLING — i5 00 .. 

The Ultimate Sniper: An Advanced Training Manual J CITY_ puase allow 2-4 weeks for oaiYEm 

for Military and Police Snipers .. .#10000248 .. .$42.95 1 _ 
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King George Lives 

Under new “anti-terrorism” laws planned by the British govern¬ 
ment, it will be illegal to “collect” or “possess” information “likely 
to be useful to terrorists” — unless you can prove that you weren’t 
planning to use it for terrorism. We assume that this means the 
Encyclopedia Britannica will no longer be published? 


Three-Fourths A Century In The Loop 

Have your own foreign listening post: H. duB. Reports is writ¬ 
ten in Europe by Hilaire du Berrier, a man of the century who was 
a player in places where history was being made such as Ethiopia, 
Spain and China — he was the only American in the French 
Resistance in China. Subscription to the insightful H.duB. Reports, 
containing priceless comprehension and commentary on the world 
scene is $75 per year through H. du B. Reports , P.O. Box 786, St. 
George, UT 84771; fax: 435-874-3703. 


Firearm Deaths, Injuries Diop Dramatically 

Bean counters at the Center for Disease Control (CDC) in 
Atlanta have announced the newly tabulated stats, and between 



Those of you who enlisted so you couid jump out of airplanes and 
shoot rifles, pistols, shotguns and subguns, then found out things shot 
back, may be interested in the 4th annual Chute and Shoot, 8-9 April 
2000 at the Sherman Hill Public Shooting Center in Forest, Mississippi. 
You jump, pump, have a good time and nothing shoots back. Due to the 
number of attendees, pre-registration is necessary. For details call 
Clyde H. Morgan (pictured): 601-825-3971; or send a #10 SASE to 
Morgan Outdoors, 66 Glenway Place, Brandon, MS 39042. 

1993 and 1997 “the annual [gun related] death rate declined 21%, 
and the annual rate of non-fatal injuries treated in U.S. hospital 
emergency departments declined about 41%.” The findings were 

Continued on page 10 
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PICE Rucksack 125ltr 
£ 170.00 

Also avail. Soldier 2000 
patrol pack £75.00 


Soldier '95 PLCE DPM Tactical 
Assualt Vest £ 125.00 - All types 
of webbing stocked. 


Snugpak Merlin Softie 3 
Sleeping Bag - 2 season, 
very popular with British 
forces £ 59.99 


Suppliers to the military 

0 Swiss made 
0 Backed by 2 year warranty 
0 Tritium luminous 
0 9 models to choose from 

0 Worldwide Sales Silvermans Ltd. 

0 Highly accurate Quartz or 

17 jewel mechanical movements 


Goretex Boot 
liners 

British Army 
issue, designed 
to fit any boot 
for 100% 
waterproof. 
Great Value 
^£20.00 


British Army 
Pro Boot £115 
Latest army issue, 
^ waterproof. 
Insulated 
& very 
lightweight 
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How To Win Every Fight And Never Feel Fear... / Guarantee To Show You... 

HowTo Expose ‘The Biggest Lie Of Fighting 

Plus! How To Eradicate 
The Paralyzing Emotion Of Fear Forever! 

Reap The Benefits Of Scientific Research In Just Hours, Not Years And Be UNDEFEATABLE In Every 
Aspect Of Life! 

Sounds Too Good To Be True? Call 800-897-5492 And Get Your FREE Report Now! You Have Nothing To Lose...Except Your Fear!!! 

Warning: You must be 18 years or older to receive this Special Report 


Dear Friend, 

Did you know it is possible right now to pos¬ 
sess MORE real fighting knowledge than the most 
‘Grandmasters’ in any martial art? In fact knowing 
these closely guarded secrets instantly allows you to 
defeat any opponent... regardless of your size or 
strength. More importantly did you also know these 
secrets completely eliminate any feelings of FEAR? 
Yeah right, you say? Who could possibly have the 
balls to make that bold, seemingly outrageous state¬ 
ment? Well, I’m about to introduce you to a man 
who’s made his livelihood for the last twenty years 
proving that the biggest lie out there is that it takes 
years to become a deadly fighter. 

In Mere Hours My Men Were 
Destroying ‘Gurus’ With 20 Years In The 
Martial Arts 

I’m a former Navy SEAL (the US Navy’s Elite 
Commandos) and in 1987 we were introduced to 
one Jerry Lee Peterson. This guy came to us from 
some, let’s just say, ‘highly credible’ sources within 
our government At the time the SEAL’S were 
searching to standardize the way they taught hand- 
to-hand fighting to the hard charging SEAL combat 
platoons. We faced the same problems you face 
today; we didn’t have twenty years to become 
effective fighters. Our guys needed a program, 
which got them to fight with or without weapons 
and guaranteed they could not be defeated, no mat¬ 
ter what the attacker knew about fighting. It needed 
to be quickly learned and easily retained, based on 
natural body movement and had to work regardless 
of size or strength. 

Needless to say EVERY martial art and fight¬ 
ing system we tested (and we tested them all: 

Karate, Kung Fu, JKD, Jui Jistu, Sambo...) all 
failed die test They either took way to long to learn, 
could not handle modem weapons, failed against 
multiple attackers or required excessive athletic 
coordination. More importantly these ‘arts’ or 
‘sports’ were all DEFENSIVE in nature, a term we 
didn’t know was a problem ... until we met Jerry. 

This guy comes in and takes 14 SEALs with 
very little hand-to-hand experience and announces 
after a few hours of training them we could put his 
pys up against the most highly experienced fight¬ 
ing gurus of the SEAL Teams. I mean some of these 
‘gurus’ had been trained practically from birth in the 
martial arts. These dudes were feared within the 
tight community of the SEALs and anyone who has 
spent anytime around the ‘Teams” knows SEAL’S 
fear next to nothing. But Peterson insisted and the 
demo went on; to the amazement of all in atten¬ 
dance the Peterson-trained SEAL operator 
DESTROYED each and every of the ‘gurus’ quick¬ 
ly and effectively. Not only that, these guys easily 
adapted whether the attackers used fists, kicks, 
grapples, chokes or weapons... it just didn’t matter. 
Jeny’s fighters seemed to just focus on taking out 


the attacker (more about this in the FREE report). 
And you too can be just like the Peterson-trained 
SEAL commandos, when your armed with the 
knowledge of his AMAZINGLY effective yet sim¬ 
ple to learn fighting system (more on that later). 

The One True Ultimate Fighting 
System 

So who is this Jerry Peterson dude and what 
can his revolutionary fighting system do for YOU? 
Only give you the confidence to never waste anoth¬ 
er day of your life fearing another man . Ya see this 
system of his wasn’t developed by some ancient 
‘grandmaster’ with some mystical (or should I say 
questionable) background. Nor was it something 
that was watered down into some ‘ultimate competi¬ 
tion’ that pretends to be real yet has rules and a ref. 
No this system was developed in the harsh jungle 
combat of the Vietnam War. That’s where a 19-year- 
old soldier was literally dropped into a horrific fire- 
fight after only his 3rd day ‘in country’ (as they say) 
and what did he do? He felt the paralyzing fear of 
imminent death taking hold of him.. .why? Because 
the ‘combat training’ he had received failed him... 
he was waiting for someone, anyone to tell him 
what to do, to lead him, yet no one did. So if he was 
going to survive this, it was up to him and guess 
what he did? He got mad, I mean hellfire and brim¬ 
stone MAD, and right then and there promised him¬ 
self he would never wait for another man to tell him 
what to do. He then looked and found the enemy 
who pinned them down, CHARGED and took them 
out in one smooth action. That was the dawn of 
Special Combat Reactionary Systems (SCARS®). 

You Now Live The Fearless Life With 
The Offensive Mindset™ 

That 19-year-old kid was Jerry Lee Peterson. 

He went on to serve 2 tours as a ‘pointman’ with 
173rd Airborne Charlie Company. That unit is cred¬ 
ited by historians as seeing some of the MOST 
fierce combat of that war and Peterson arguably 
held the most dangerous job at ‘point’. It was in 
those jungles that he saw what a defensive mindset 
did to men, how it caused them to freeze and die. 

He survived numerous overrun situations (where the 
enemy outnumbers and actually overruns you) 
requiring hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon killing. 
This was due to the revelation of what he was later 
to call the Offensive Mindset. The ability not to 
worry or fear what your enemy may do to you and 
only focus on what you are going to do to him. 

Have You Ever Felt Fear? 

If you have ever felt even a TWINGE of fear in 
any potentially violent confrontation, if you have 
been training in a ‘sport-fighting’ or a competition- 
based system, PLEASE don’t risk freezing in a real 
life and death struggle. You need to see this FREE 
special report. You need to get the full story on 
SCARS and the Offensive Mindset. Because what 


your learn in martial arts or ‘sportfighting’ may get 
you killed. And for those of you who don’t think 
they have time to learn to live a fearless life I’m 
here to tell you can, IN A FEW SHORT HOURS, 
completely change the way you view the world and 
never fear any man from that day on. 

Fighting Is Fighting 
With Or Without Weapons 

With SCARS you get THE complete fighting 
system. That’s punching, kicking, throwing, grap¬ 
pling, joint locks that utilize ALL your natural body 
weapons. Standing up or on the ground, whether 
it’s 1 attacker or 3, whether they or you have 
weapons... THE SCARS principles WORK 
regardless of the threat. You’ll get the benefit of the 
$2.5 million dollars that was spent on the academic 
research and the empirical data from real combat 
that’s behind the SCARS program. The SEALs 
thought so highly of SCARS they had Jerry design 
3 official courses for the SEALs and create a train¬ 
er program, which produced over 200 military 
SCARS Instructors (get the FREE report for all the 
details). You’ll possess more fighting knowledge 
less than the top two tenths of one percent of the 
fighting world currently has and you’ll get it in a 
clear usable format. You won’t need to rely on 
strength or athletic coordination when you combine 
the Offensive Mindset with the secrets of 
Autokinematics™ (sorry, no time to explain 
Autokinematics call for the report). This is what 
you want, this is fighting the way it should, and 
now CAN be quickly and easily learned. Maybe 
these claims are too much for you, maybe you 
think this is just advertising hype and SCARS is 
just a bunch of BS. Well we’ll make it easy to find 
out for yourself because... 

The Call Is Free The Report Is Free 

Listen SCARS will change your life and 
to find out more all you have to do is call 
our 24hr toll free recorded message 

1 - 800 - 897-5492 

and leave your name to get your FREE 
REPORT . International call 602437-3143. 
Get what up to now only the elite members of 
the US and NATO Special Operations 
Community and Federal Agents and some big 
city SWAT teams have received (clients like: 
US Navy SEAL Teams, Army Green Berets, 
members of DELTA force and SEAL TEAM 
SIX, USMC Force Recon, FBI, DEA, 
Treasury...) You have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Become what most fight¬ 
ers can only dream of being; a true man of 
action, a man without the heavy burden of 
bear holding him back. Call NOW! You have 
only your life to lose if you don’t. 


If you are on the Internet check out our site at Vww.scars.com serving you the world over 24/7 
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published in the November 19th issue of the CDC journal Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report , 

According to the CDC, these dramatic decreases in gun-related 
injuries coincide with a 21% drop in the overall U.S. violent crime 
rate during the same period. Other factors behind the trend include 
an improving economy, an aging population, anti-violence educa¬ 
tion efforts and changes in policing and sentencing. 

Oh, you mean it wasn’t the guns that affect these statistics, up or 
down?? Duh-uh, 


Didn’t Ask, Didn’t, Tell 

According to Kenyan Army Chief of Staff Gen, Daudi Tonje, at 
least two Kenyan soldiers die of AIDS each week, and frequent hos¬ 
pitalization of HIV-infected troops is undermining the effectiveness 
of the service. The Army is now implementing an anti-AIDS strate¬ 
gy predicated on education and counseling. 



Published reports have linked Boris Yeltsin to Swiss bank 
accounts containing some $15 million — accounts that have been 
frozen by authorities investigating Russian money laundering, 
Newsweek reported that criminal investigations may have been one of 
several reasons Yeltsin quit as soon as he found a successor willing to 
guarantee him amnesty from criminal prosecution. The promise of 
immunity was, in fact, one of Putin’s first decrees as the new Russian 
president. Earlier charges reportedly entailed a kickback scheme by 
the Swiss company, Mabetex, whose associates opened credit-card 
accounts in the name of Yeltsin’s wife and two daughters, allowing 
them open-ended buying privileges: These charges caused an 
impeachment vote, which Yeltsin won, leading to speculation that 
new charges might have been of a much higher magnitude, 



The Marine Corps has received the last batch of Interim Fast 
Attack Vehicles to replace the aging fleet of Ml 51 FAVs. The IFAV 
is a modified Mercedes-Benz GDT 290 utility vehicle, variants of 
which are in service with the militaries of Germany, Greece, 
Denmark, France, the Netherlands, Norway and around the world. 
Noted Lt, Col, Tom Manley, of USMC transportation systems, "‘It’s 
probably one of the best four-wheel drives in the world.” 

Each IFAV can carry six fully-equipped Marines, and is armed with 
a Ma Deuce and a Mk 109 40mm grenade launcher. Running on diesel 
or JP8 fuel, two IFAVs are able to fit in a CH-53, and one can be car¬ 
ried by the MC-22 Osprey, when it becomes operational in 2001, 


New Radar Sees Underground 

California-based Bahktar Associates has developed a new 
Doppler radar capable of providing three-dimensional images of 
buried objects to a depth of more than 45 meters, and is creating a 
great deal of excitement among the Army, Marines and various law 
enforcement agencies. The Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) works 
equally well over water. 

The GPR’s ability to “see” underground makes the technology par¬ 
ticularly useful in detecting hidden weapons caches, bunkers, tunnels 
— even land mines. Capable of operating on more than one frequen¬ 
cy, it could be carried operationally by helicopters. The more slowly 
the radar passes the target area, the higher resolution the images pro¬ 
duced, Aside from obvious aerial-targeting and counter-insurgency 
operation applications, officials noted a host of potential uses in areas 
such as Bosnia, where it could be used to map mine fields and identi¬ 
fy other UXOs, or finding mass graves or illegal weapons caches. 
Civilian applications would include studying archaeological ruins and 
locating buried utilities, breached water lines and so on, 



Now You See Him_ 


... Now You Don’t 


StealthBag is the 
only personal 
emergency survival 
system that 

preserves your 
body heat and 
makes you 
invisible to IR 

detection. 



Become Invisible To Your Enemy. 


★ Paperback book sized Mil-Spec StealthBag opens to roomy 3'x7' shelter 

★ Ideal for all SERE (Survival Evasion Resistance Escape) modes 

★ Reversible - Official Desert Storm Camo Pattern outside, Orange inside 

★ Become invisible to aerial and hand-held Infrared 

★ Weighs less than a G.l. poncho 

★ Vacuum-packed in a mylar bag 

★ Five Year Storage Life 

★ Military and SOF-proven 



“After a knife, this is now the first 
item that gets put in our go-pack, 
for certain protection against 
whatever elements one may 
encounter on land, sea or air.” 

— Soldier of Fortune Adventure 
Quartermaster, December, 1990 


Corporate Air Parts, Inc. • 7641 Densmore Avenue • Van Nuys, CA 91406, U.S.A 
800-227-7811 /818-997-0512/Fax: 818-997-0478 • www.stealthbag.com 
Steatthhag - You Can’t Hit What You Can’t See! 
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^Military & Technical 
Manuals On CD ROM 

These CD’s can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD’s. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 


) 


Marines! $19,95* 

This collection includes Marine Guidebook for Essential Subjects, Warfighting, Engineer Operations, Marine Rifle 
Company and Platoon, Scouting and Patrolling, Raid Ops, Combat Water Survival, Urban Ops, Riverine Ops, 

Drill & Ceremonies, and more.. 

Ranger Training $19.95 (Manuals & Movie!) 

All of the manuals for Ranger School: Camouflage, Explosives, First Aid, PT, Map Reading, Combat Skills, Ranger 
Handbook, Desert Ops, Solders Manual of Common Tasks, M16, M60, M203 and more. This CD-ROM also includes a 
movie showing Ranger Training, which will play on your computer screen. The movie takes you through the training for 
all of the different phases of Ranger School. 

FM-200 $19.95 * 

A set of 200 U.S. Army field manuals for Armor, Artillery, Aviation, Engineering, Medical, MP, NBC, Operations, PT, 
Radio, Security, Survival, Weapons and more. 

Spec Ops $19.95* 

Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and Pathfinder manuals. 
Also Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River crossing, Northern Ops, FM21-76 Survival, FM21-75 Combat Skills, and the Ranger 
Handbook. A total of 33 manuals. 

FM-50G $19.95* 

This CD includes manuals for the SKS, MIGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, Lee Enfield, M14, M16, M60, MAC, FN-FAL, 
P38, M24 Sniper Rifle, M9 pistol, M1911A1 Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

E.O.D. $19.95 * 

This CD contains the Improvised Munitions Handbook, TM31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Devices, TM31-201-1 
Incendiaries, Book of Expedient Mixtures, FM5-250, Boobytraps and others. 

Medics $19.95 * 

Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, The Special 
Forces Medical Handbook and more. 

Skills $19.95* 

A collection of skill training manuals as only the Armed Forces can do it. It includes manuals on Carpentry, Plumbing 
and Pipefitting, Heating, Ventilatidn.-Concrete, Sewage, Masonry, Hydraulics, Pier Construction, engineering and many 
others. These are HOW/TO manuals, with lots of diagrams and step-by-step instructions on construction techniques, 
materials, and planning. Build a'wall, pour a foundation, add a room, design and build a complete structure. It’s all here. 

Jeeps! $19.95 * 

A collection of TMs for the WillysMB, M38, M38A, M170, M151, M718, M825 and Ford GPW. 

3/4 Ton Vehicles $19,95 * 

A collection of TMs for M37, M43, M201. M42. Includes Operators, maintenance, power train, and engine manuals. 

Also parts listing, tools and more. 


Call toll free to order 

1 - 800 - 321-2974 


Visit our websitpfor a complete listing 
of all manuals o#S our CO-ROMS 

http*y/wwvvj»llitary-nie£Ha.com 


You may also order by mail: 

Military Media 
PMB321 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Hockessin, DE 19707 


* PleasK 
e-mail:.ty 



fcOO shippin 
is@milita 


andling to total order; $7.50 outside USA. MasterCard and Visa welcome. 

♦Com Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321-2974 Fax:1-610-268-0466 







Shown through a Government Model'" reticle. 


Patented Government 
Model'* Reticle 


Patented Mil Dot 
Reticle 


Mil Dot Military 
Reticle 


OUR SCOPES NOT ONLY GO THE DISTANCE... 
THEY TELL YOU HOW FAR. 

Hands Free Simplicity 

Springfield's proprietary rangefinding 
system allows a shooter to easily and 
accurately determine the unknown 
distance of a target at any magnification 
without removing his eyes from the 
target or his hands from the rifle, 
without turning any knobs or dials. 

Dependable Accuracy 

Springfield Professional Optics" 
also feature an internal bubble level, 
quick-adjust eyepiece focus, advanced 
parallax elimination and proprietary 
multi-coated lenses that deliver 
unsurpassed accuracy up to 1000 
meters and beyond. The 3rd 
Generation Scope and all Mil Dot 
models feature an electronically 
illuminated Target Tracking" green 
reticle which allows the shooter to 
clearly see the reticle on the target 
in extreme, near-dark conditions. 


Scope Out The New Line of Springfield 
Professional Optics™ 

For dependable accuracy and a lifetime warranty that goes 

the distance, check out the complete line of Springfield Professional OpticsP* 

For more information, call 1-800-680-6866, or visit our web page at 

springfield-armory.com 

Free Video 

Send SASE to receive a free mini-catalog, or send $4.95 to receive a 
full color catalog, embroidered patch, and new VHS video. 

($4.95 will be refunded upon purchase of a Springfield Government scope.) 


(200 Meters) 


(500 Meters) 


(900 Meters) 


SWITCHBLADE- AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 





•Rare and scarce antiques. 

• American-Ualian-German 
• High-Tech production models. 
•Exotic handcrafted customs. 


> photos. 


♦Packed with FIRST-CLASS 
♦Maintenance & repair tips 
♦Free classified ads 
♦The LATEST trends 
♦Informative articles and features' 

Now in our NINTH YEAR! 


Check out our WEB SITE: 
“thenewsletter.com” 


TO ORDER YOURS, send $10. for a single issue or $30. 

[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLETTER 

2269 Chestnut St., PMB 212-A 
For 24hr, information call: 415-664-2105 San Francisco, CA 94123, USA 


The application we favor, however, is 
dangling from a black helicopter locating 
your stash of freeze-dried pork chops. 


New Army CONtractors 

The Army has established civilian inmate 
labor programs on 12 installations since fiscal 
year 1989. Four resident programs (prison 
camps) are at Ft. Bliss, Ft. Dix and Camp 
Atterbury. Eight non-resident (off-post) pro¬ 
grams are at Parks Reserve Forces Training 
Area, Red River Army Depot, Ft. Lee, Ft. 
McClellan, Ft. Stewart, Ft. McPherson, Ft. 
Indian Town Gap and Anniston Army Depot. 
Ft. Dix has two “resident” programs using 
civilian inmates from both federal and state 
penal systems. Camp Atterbury’s resident 
program uses state civilian inmates. These 
ten programs are computed to save costs of 
from $263,000 to $3,500,000. 

The Army does not pay direct labor costs 
for inmate labor but does incur equipment, 
materials, supplies, transportation and pro¬ 
gram admin costs associated with using 
inmate labor. This labor force is used for 
maintenance, construction, repair, road 
work, demolition and recycling efforts. 


U.S.-Korea 2000 Foundation 

The 50th anniversaries of the Korean 
War will begin on 25 June 2000 and contin¬ 
ue through 27 July 2003. In preparation for 
commemorative ceremonies that will be 
held here in the United States and abroad, 
Korean War veterans are being encouraged 
to register with the U.S.-Korea 2000 
Foundation. According to VA studies, less 
than 20% of Korean War veterans belong to 
any national veteran’s service organization. 

The Foundation is attempting to identify 
and locate surviving Korean War veterans so 
they can inform them of, and where possible 
facilitate their participation in, 50th anniver¬ 
sary commemorative activities. Noted 
General Raymond G. Davis, USMC (Ret.), 
(MOH), “We do not seek to commemorate the 
war, but rather the veterans thereof and the 
sacrifices they made to preserve democracy 
on the Korean peninsula almost 50 years ago.” 

Korean War veterans, or family member 
of deceased Korean War veterans are 
encouraged to contact: 

U.S.-Korea 2000 Foundation 
4600 Duke Street, Suite 416 
Alexandria, VA 22304-2517 
Phone: 703-212-81278 
Fax: 703-684-0193 
E-mail: Info@USKorea2000.org 
Please give your full name and mailing 
address. 


A Matter of Honor 

A Canadian veterans advocacy group 
invites you to peruse the A Matter of Honor 
web site: http://www.geocities.com/Athens 
/Bridge/5422 . ^ 


12 


www.SDlmao.com * SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ APRIL 2000 
































Kimber Ultra Carry™ pistols 
are the smallest and finest 
subcompact 1911s ever manu¬ 
factured. Accurate and depend¬ 
able, they weigh just 25 ounces. 
A three inch barrel makes them 
perfect for concealed carry. 

Kimber’s unique design 
does not compromise reliability 
to reduce size or weight by using 
castings. Frames are cut from 
solid 7075-T7 aluminum bar 
stock and machined to the same 
precision tolerances as our steel 
frames. They have been tested 
to 20,000 rounds without mea¬ 
surable evidence of wear. The 
Ultra Carry™ uses standard 
Compact magazines > 


and the grip is long enough for 
a three-finger hold. 

Standard features include 
match grade barrel and 
McCormick parts set, sculpted 
edges, beveled magazine well 
and dovetail-mounted sights. 

The Ultra Carry™ elevates 
the accuracy and dependability 
of a small 1911 to a higher level. 
Compare and you will agree. 



Spherical cone barrel locks with 
authority. Dual captured low effort 
i ensures i 



Kimber 

Standard Features; Ultra Carry™ 

Brand "S" 
Compact 

Brand "C 
Compact 

Made in USA 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Barrel length (inches) 

3 

3.5 

3.2 

Weight (ounces) 

25 

32 

26 

One or two piece barrel 

One 

Two 

One 

Advanced barrel design 

Yes 

No 

No 

Match grade trigger group 

Yes 

No 

No 

, 1 Genuine McCormick parts 

Yes 

No 

No 


The Stainless Ultra Carry m has a 
stainless steel slide. Both standard 
pistols come in .4SACP and .40 S&W. 



For complete information on Kimber pistols and rifles, please send $2 to: 
Kimber, Dept. 422,1 Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705, call (800) 880-2418 
or visit our website at www, kimberamerica.com 


Firearms sqfiety is every gun owner’s responsibility : Use and store allfirearms safely. Use the gun lock provided at 
all times when thefirearm is not in use. Teach everyone in your home, especially children, proper firearm sqfety. 










Editor’s Note 


Welcome to Freedom Watch, a new column that will appear 
monthly in Soldier Of Fortune. For most of President Clinton’s two 
terms, SOF has brought you Slick Willie Watch, We did so in 
response to our suspicion that this president would do more than all 


QUESTION'' WHY \<b CWME POWN? 



his predecessors combined to erode the military and constitutional 
principles they uphold in order to maintain the United States as the 
greatest experiment in freedom known to humankind. 

We were right. Clinton’s presidency has been disastrous for the 
military, the U.S, Constitution and the future security and sover¬ 
eignty of our nation. But the damage is done, and it’s of little value 
to continue expressing our outrage at this lame-duck whose conduct 
has jaded the American public. Clinton’s crimes and misgivings, 
frankly, aren’t news anymore. 

Therefore, this column will become a relentless watchdog of the 
only commodity of any value to a soldier of fortune: freedom. We’ll 
report on the actions of individuals or institutions that erode the 
freedoms and liberties so many of our readers have risked their lives 
to uphold from foreign and domestic foes. We’ll watch the media, 
the courts, Congress, civilian and military leadership, cities, coun¬ 
ties and states. 

We can do this best with the help of our readers. Please e-mail 
us your best examples of affronts to the freedoms our Founding 
Fathers intended us to enjoy. We’re most interested in those abuses 
inspired by so-called “politically correct” agendas. Each month, 
we’ll select at least one submission for publication and pay the tip¬ 
ster $100. More selections, at $100 each, may be made each month 
at the discretion of SOF editors. You can e-mail your tips to: edi- 
tor@sofmag.com. Or, send them via U.S. Mail to: Freedom Watch, 
Soldier Of Fortune magazine, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, 
Boulder, CO 80303, 
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Aimpoint Ring 

W/Spare Battery Compartment 


AR15/M16 
F.I.R.E. System 
Fully Integrated Rifle Enhancement 


Cantilever Mount 

w/Spare Battery Compartment 


For Collapsible Butt StocK 


ITT 6015/PVS-14 

Tall Night vision Mount 


Benelli and Remington 
Tactical Charging Handles 


3602 East 42nd Stravenue 
Tucson, Arizona 85713 
520-748-7167 Fax 520-748-7583 
Email: gggaz@aol.com Website: www.gggaz.com 


SLIG” Sling and Light Mount 

Sling Attachment and Mounting Rail 


14 


WWW.SDfmag.CDni • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ APRIL 2000 

















C" What You've Been Missing! 


When speed counts as 
much as accuracy... 


nothing keeps you on rarget like 
Clock's complete line of compensated 
pistols. Available in full-size and compact 
models - in five popular calibers - these 
pistols have GLOCK's revolutionary parallel 
port compensation system. This innovative 
integral compensation system not only reduces 
muzzle flip and felt recoil, it also aids in quicker 
second-shot target 
acquisition. 















Look Weird? Don’t Run! 

You like to wear camouflage and combat 
boots. You sport a flat top. To some New- 
Age cops, you look like trouble. Why, you 
might just be the next Timothy Mc Veigh. If 
you’re walking down the street, minding 
your own business, the police might shine a 
light on you and follow you for awhile. 

Whatever you do, try not to react. By all 
means, do not run. If you do, the police will 
likely give chase and arrest you. And they’ll 
be well within their rights to do so. 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-4 in 
January that cops can pursue and detain 
people who run at the sight of police. Chief 
Justice Rehnquist, writing for the majority, 
said, ‘‘Nervous, evasive behavior is a perti¬ 
nent factor in determining reasonable sus¬ 
picion” to justify stopping and questioning 
a suspect. 

The case involved an episode in which 
William “Sam” Wardlow fled after seeing 
Chicago police officers patrolling an area 
known for heavy drug-trafficking. When 
officers conducted a pat-down search, they 
found a .38-caiiber handgun and arrested 
the suspect. Wardlow’s attorneys tried to 
have the handgun ruled inadmissible as evi¬ 
dence, claiming police had no right to 
detain and search their client. 

The court’s ruling will be an obvious 
advantage to the men and women of law 
enforcement. We hope they use it to capture 
bad guys, not harass law-abiding citizens in 
an overzealous crusade to look for guns. ^ 


The Politically Incorrect 
Murdered Child 

A brutal, horrific murder was committed 
against a child in September 1999, but it’s 
doubtful most Soldier Of Fortune readers, 
or anyone else for that matter, heard any¬ 
thing about it. That’s because this murder, 
involving a 13-year-old child, involved cir¬ 
cumstances that would fly in the face of the 
mainstream media’s openly pro-homosexu¬ 
al agenda. 

Back in October of 1998, the world 
learned just how newsworthy it would be if 
two small-town rednecks murdered an 
openly gay man. The media milked the 


Matthew Shepard murder in Wyoming for 
all it was worth. And who can blame them? 
It was the horrific, brutal, unjust murder of 
a college student whose body appeared to 
have been crucified on triangular wooden 
fence posts. 

This murder made the cover of Time mag¬ 
azine. It was the topic of serious political talk¬ 
ing-head shows from Washington for months. 
It became the springboard for new attempts at 
so-called hate crime legislation and a new 
cause celebre for the gay political lobby at 
the nation’s capital and in each state. 

Likewise, when JonBenet Ramsey was 
killed in her Colorado basement, the media 
became obsessed. To this day, some three 
years after the girl’s murder, it’s the subject 


of TV movies, talk shows and headlines. 

So it stood to reason that when Jesse 
Dirkhising was murdered at his home last 
summer, the media would fixate over the 
crime in his defense. The boy had been 
sodomized, bound, blindfolded and 
gagged until he suffocated to death. His 
two killers described the crime as a “sex 
game” gone wrong. 

But the murder never became national 
news. Hardly anyone heard a word about 
it. Why? Because Dirkhising was molested 
and killed by two gay men. Telling the 
story would not only fail the litmus test of 
promoting the gay agenda, it would in fact 
serve to establish the fact that some gays 
are cold-blooded, vicious killers — just 
like some heterosexual rednecks in 
Wyoming. 

AP carried a story about the murder on 
its national wire, but failed to inform any¬ 
one that Dirkhising was killed by two gay 
men who were sexually assaulting him. In 
fact, the sexual preference of his killers 
wasn’t mentioned at all. 

So the next time some media-type tries 
to explain the excessive coverage of 
Matthew Shepard as reflection of the 
media’s reverence for life, don’t believe it. 
The mainstream press has far more rever¬ 
ence for left-wing, extremist agendas than 
for the lives of children. Otherwise, 
Dirkhising’s death would have been in the 
news and would still be to this day. 
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Hie new ultra light and compact Hogue Uniitum 1 ' 1 .grip for 
Smith Sr Wesson J-Round revolvers weighs only 1 ,4 ounces. 

The Over Molded" grip is at least .8 ounces Italian the nearest 
competitive rubber j-frame grip. Using a rTOflutionary patent 
pending design, it securely snaps onto the gun, requiring no screws, 




—•it ^ 


stirrups or metal parts. The design, 
finger grooves and Cobblestone 1 * 
finish improve control and evenly 
distribute recoil. 

The new Bantam grip is also available 
for K & L Round Butt frames. 




See us On-Line at: 
www.getgrip.com 

HOGUE 


CALL TOLL-FREE FOR A 
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or 805-239-1440 • Fax 805-239-2553 


16 


www.SDfmag.cnin * SOLDIER OF FORTUNE APRIL EOOO 

















“An absolutely stfperb cover for the soldier’s 
most valued tool, l wish we bad it sooner ’ 

h. i. g| mKm 
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The Combat Covet 1 is the first water-repellent, 
silent fabric concealment system for M-16s, 
shotguns and scoped rifles 



SCOPEP 


|*ombat Covers are lightweight, whisper-quiet, quick and easy to 
Mput on and incredibly tough. They feature a state-of-the-art, 
impSiTnoable laminated fabric that sheds water day in and day our. 

Combat Covers are great for camouflage situations and for 
keeping your weapon protected from the elements after cleaning. 


From the makers of E 

Innovative Sports, Inc., PO Box 2267 Greer, SC 29652 
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I was wondering if you could direct me 
to any de-mining organizations. I am a for¬ 
mer Combat Engineer with the Canadian 
Military with seven years experience. I 
served with UNPROFOR in Croatia 
(Krajina) in 1994-95 and Bosnia with IFOR 
in 1996 and once again with SFOR in 1998- 
99. As you can see, I have plenty of time and 
experience in the Balkans and hands-on with 
numerous mines. I have the training and a 
good head on my shoulders with an excel¬ 
lent military background. It would be great 
if you could help me out. 

Michael D. Cantlley 

Good men with your MOS are hard to 
find', Mike; we're sure there'd be more than 
one outfit hiring, and in-place mines are a 
global problem that is murdering the inno¬ 


cent. There are so many directions to go, 
we'll just give you our favorite search 
engine and turn you loose on the 'net: 
www.google.com . You should cruise all the 
various UN web sites for the problem of 
mines, and there may be mention of con¬ 
tractors there, or offices you can contact for 
that information. Then search for the vari¬ 
ous do-gooder organizations working on 
this problem; as I am sure they know who 
both the good guys (de-miners) and bad 
guys (mine-layers) are. Then search for de- 
mining companies, as it would be my bet 
anybody in the business is looking for qual¬ 
ified help. One company worth contacting 
would be Land Mine Detection Systems, 
Inc., as they are at the leading edge of the 
business, and if they don't need men, they 
might know who does: Their phone is 202- 
728-4318; fax: 202-293-3419. 

Good luck, and watch where you put 
your feet, amigo! 


Mistaken Identity 

I was reading through 
the October issue when I 
came upon the article 
referring to Cosco’s Ka¬ 
lashnikovs. Is, or do you 
know if, COSTCO and 
COSCO are different 
parts of the same entity? 
It seems that China has 
fully ingrained itself in everyday American 
life. I can’t really see them threatening the 
USA with nuclear bombings, when they 
have so much money to make just by selling 
their cheap goods here. 

Joel Edwards 
via E-mail 

COSCO stands for China Overseas 
Shipping Company, whereas COSTCO is a 
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Offering both trained dogs and training in: 

♦ Anii-terrorist/twslage Extraction 

♦ Perimeter 6 crowd control 

♦ Surveillance, counter measures 

♦ Special ops for military, law enforce 
ment and corporate interests 

♦ S.A.R. 


International security consultants, extraction learns and corporate advisory groups 
available for immediate global deployment. Our training personnel are active in 
their field in some of the hottest spots in the world. 

U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. specialists on-site. We offer the most intense and comprehen¬ 
sive training courses in the world. 

From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of New York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and stability. Far more information, please contact us at: 

III: (90S) 562-3095 ♦ FAX: [905> 592-4242 

Inail: SHr@kadeak9.cam Halt per Web Site: www.kadenk9.BDm 
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In 1905, John Moses Browning developed 
the .45 acp with a 230 grain ‘‘hardball” load that 
became the standard issue sidearm for 75 years. 

The United States Department of War 
considered it the best handgun available in 1911 
and today it is still used by the Army’s Delta 

Force and the Navy’s Seals. It has been praised _ 

for its endurance, reliability, and accuracy. - Tr . 

J g. 

Investment Arms, Inc. is proud to offer a limited edition of just 250 
24-karat gold engraved guns. Each gun commemorates the career of 
Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.), a Vietnam Special Forces .7'"- 1 
veteran, one of America’s revered warriors and founder of Soldier of 
Fortune magazine. Brown’s adventures and support of Freedom Fighters 
took him to conflicts in -over two dozen countries. He also covered American 
operations in Panama, Granada, and the Gulf war. Each gun is individually gunsmithed, 
engraved, overlayed with 24 karat gold, and finished to museum quality.All guns come 
in a custom American walnut box lined with velvet and engraved with the 25th 
anniversary Soldier of Fortune design on the cover. Your pistol will 
; also come with a numbered "Certificate of Authenticy." Only 250 will 
^ Tp ever be produced. If you do not have a Federal Firearms License, we 
will help coordinate delivery through your local firearms dealer.Your 
satisfaction of workmanship is guaranteed. For phone orders, please 
call toll free .Visa, MasterCard,American Express, and 

Discover, or check or money order accepted. Price 195. 
























reputable discount retailer in the same 
genre of Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Target, etc. 


Combat Journalist 

I am a former United States Marine who 
is very interested in a career as a combat 
journalist/photographer. If you can provide 
me with any info on how to get started, or 
any info at all about that career field, I 
would greatly appreciate it. 

J. Clay 

Via E-mail 

The best way to get started is to get a 
camera and get very good at using it under 
the worst of conditions, then learn to write 
in a straightforward fashion, then go find a 
war. As general information, two things to 
keep in mind are that it generally doesn’t 
pay very well except as an adjunct to a 
“rear job unless you are well established, 
and there are not a lot of job openings. 
There is always room for excellence in any 
field, so strive for excellence. (We does.) 


Once Upon a Time in Waco 

Your pix-story on Waco was rewarding 
to read: non-PR news reporting. I stopped 
reading newspapers 25 years ago because 
of the liberal-press domination of the news. 


I had to send an important 
letter to HUD Secretary 
Andrew Cuomo this week 
and I mentioned your 
magazine and the article 
on Waco, which I said was 
a must-read. Please thank 
and congratulate the 
reporters and photographers involved. 

Have you thought of contacting the 
Secretary of the Army and asking him if he 
has ordered any court martial proceedings 
be brought against the 10 commandos who 
took part in the Waco madness? If I may 
suggest, this aspect may be worth a story. 

Thomas J. Donnelly 

We have relayed your best wishes to the 
reporters involved; we were not able to 
contact the photographers involved, as they 
were government photos that we got 
through the Freedom of Information Act. 


Employee of the Month 

I’ve been trying to find the issue with 
the latest annual World SITREP, and have 
been unable to ID the exact month. I use a 
lot of the data you folks compile in an 
effort to “wake up” people with whom, or 
around whom, I work; they seem to think if 
it wasn’t in USA Today, it didn’t happen. 
Can you help me? Or maybe you don’t 


publish the annual list as you used to? 

Jim Boling 

Vie E-mail 

World SitRep has always been a month¬ 
ly column, although the format has evolved 
some over the years from “three-dot jour¬ 
nalism ” to a site map. See it every month, 
this month on pages 30 and 31. Thanks for 
reading SOF! 


NVG Manual? 

Several months ago I bought an old 
Starlight Scope (Vietnam era) and cannot 
find a manual on it. There are no markings on 
it at all. I’ve seen it before on Vietnam 
videos, etc. I think it may be like the one Car¬ 
los Hathcock used there. Any suggestions? 

If you know the correct name of the 
manual, and it's not classified, you can get 
it from the Army under the Freedom of 
Information Act. Two good NVG dealers 
who may be able to help you are: Moro 
Vision (Dave Newbro); phone: 800-424- 
8222; or Excalibur Electro Optics (Rich 
Urich; phone: 800-797-2849. 


The Sky Never Fell 

Interesting article about Y2K. In an 
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unscientific poll of various geeks, hackers 
and people with no lives apart from their 
computers (myself included), I found that 
two opinions are widely held about Y2K: 
The most we will see out of Y2K is a few 
minor nuisances. “Drive carefully and 
keep a good record,” say the experts. If 
everybody will just keep their heads and 
not freak if the bank computer gets a 
glitch, the planes will fly, the stores will 
have food and nobody will be the worse 
for a lousy date change. 

What sends these otherwise placid peo¬ 
ple scrambling for their shotguns is the 
unlikelihood of people keeping their heads 
in a crisis. On AOL there is a chatroom with 
thousands of postings on the subject. 
Everybody who goes on saying, “I'm a 
computer programmer specializing in Y2K 
fixes, and there really is no problem” gets 
run off the net by the paranoia specialists. 
The sad part is, even if the gloom-and- 
doom crowd is right, we could all come 
through just fine if people keep their heads. 
But figure the odds. 

Andrea West 

Via E-mail 

Well, we sure hate to crow, but it looks 
like we both predicted this one pretty 
close. There were so few problems we 
never even got to test our theory that most 
people would keep their head, as Ike 
noted one time, “The American people 


are a people of great common sense. ” 
Bear in mind,that the reason there were 
no problems was — they got fixed, like we 
predicted they would. It's time you got on 
the *net and told those Profiteering 
Princes of Paranoia: You have no clothes; 
get a life and a real job! 


Lejeune Water Again 

What is the E-mail address for the Camp 
Lejeune survey for those who drank the 
water there between ’69 and ’85? 

J. Ruocco 

Via-E-mail 

Anyone living aboard Camp Lejeune 
from ’68 to ’85 is encouraged to participate 
in the survey. The contact number for 
NORC is: 800-639-4270. For more infor¬ 
mation about the study of VOCs, you may 
call ATSDR: 888-422-8737, or visit their 
website at http://atsdrl.cdc.gov. More gen¬ 
eral information is available from Camp 
Lejeune Public Affairs at: 877-261-9782; or 
visit their website at www.lejeune.usmc.mil 
under “WaterSurvey.” 


POC The Resister 

Some time back, you ran an article 
about an underground (?) newspaper by SF 


troopers named The Resister. Is there a 
website or such to get more on the paper? 

Semper Fi! 

KenB. 

The Resister is published at P.O. Box 
35046, Fayetteville, NC 28303, quarterly, 
by the John P. Zenger Press, Ltd. 
Subscriptions are $35 a year; sample 
issue $10. 

Longer Than Many Marriages 

I eagerly awaited the 
November issue of 
Soldier Of Fortune for it 
will be exactly 20 years 
since I received my first 
issue by subscription. In 
September 1979 I bought 
a copy of SOF, read it and 
immediately sent my 
check for a subscription. Each month I 
can’t wait for the mag to reach me. You 
have the best stories and news on all the 
world events I am interested in. The 
weapon reviews are always top notch and 
make me hungry for new toys. I look for¬ 
ward to another 20 years and more good 
reading. Thank you again for having the 
guts to print such a good magazine. 

Yer welcome! Guts we have; brains, we 
don’t. ^ 
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Designed for the Czech national police, the CZ 75 PCR (Police of 
Czech Republic) Compact is the perfect concealed carry pistol. Lightweight 
ergonomic alloy frame, low profile sights, serrated front and rear strap for 
controllability, loaded chamber indicator, de-cocking lever and a firing pin 
block safety, make this pistol a natural for carry/concealed carry. 


CZ 75 

PCR COMPACT 

9 mm Luger 


Context CZ-USA or your heal CZ dealer for free literature, or see us on the internet at www.CZ-usa.com. 
CZ-USA, P.O. Box 171073, Kansas City, KS 66117-0073 913-321-1811 Fax 913-321-2251 e-mailczusa@gvi.net 
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by Yves-Michel Dumond 


“so vou want to 


a battle?” 


PART" 2 


0700 hrs,, 6 April 72: A 122mm 
rocket crashed in near our command 
bunker. We were shaken (and 
stirred) but, thank God, not wound¬ 
ed. Zippo was still on the radio chat¬ 
tering and yelling to Major General 
James Hollingsworth and Captain 
Bill Miller. The guy didn’t stop to 
eat, piss, anything. I lumbered over 
to the dispensary where chaos 
reigned. The dead, wounded, and 
dying were inside cursing and screaming. Hysterical women, wives 
or girlfriends, were there too. As I left, a blood-covered, wailing 
woman walked toward me. Something was in her arms — her baby. 
But something dropped on the ground — her baby’s head. 

A half-buried ARVN soldier, a lieutenant with whom I went on 
operations, laid nearby. I knelt and he grabbed at me like some 
frightened child. Then he died. 

I dashed back to the command 
bunker where Zippo was still full 
of rage. Then came huge, rocking 
blasts — as many as five rock¬ 
ets hit the dispensary! It burned, 
along with the wounded inside. 

Next, the ammo dump took hits. 

All over there was firing — now 
fire and more death! 

At 1500, the NVA penetrated 
the northern part of our four-sec¬ 
tor base area. They demanded we 
surrender — Zippo refused (not 
just “No!” but “Fuck no!”). 

He called in airstrikes all over 
the place. Carlson and Wallingford 
were holed-up in a bunker near the 
airstrip; Zippo still was in the 
command bunker with Colonel Vinh; I 
slipped out to join Carlson by the airstrip. I | 
didn’t know anything about Lull. sr 

0600, 7 April: Renewed enemy shelling g 
jerked me awake, but that was joined by a 
differing noise — the grinding, awful J 
churning of oncoming tanks. Some ARVN CL 
troops were tearing off their uniforms, pan¬ 
icked, they ran — many stumbling — for a 
long shot at escape. Yet most ARVNs 
remained in-place, fighting to the last. 

A T-54 neared our position with its flank¬ 
ing force of NVA troops. But then it was shat¬ 
tered! Zippo took it out with a LAW! 

AU.S. aircraft sped in and began firing — 
my left leg and arm began to bum. I knew I’d 
been wounded and then the pain set in. Lull, 


Last month, French war correspondent Yves “Frenchie”! 
“Mick” Dumond and the tiny force of American Advisoty 
Team 70 (LTC Richard Schott, Major Albert B. Carlson, 
Captain Mark A. “Zippo” Smith, MSG Howard B. Lull, 
and SFC Kenneth Wallingford) were dug-in deep as the 
5th NVA Division with its Russian T-54 and PT-76 tanks 
smashed like a tidal wave against the vastly outmanned — 
200 to 1 —ARVN 9th Regiment compound at Loc Ninh. 

It was 0300, 6 April 1972. The Americans and 
Dumond fell into a fitful sleep on the hard floor of the 
command bunker—perhaps their final rest on earth. 



Carlson and Wallingford were hit, as 
well, and NVA soldiers began to flow 
into our sector’s perimeter. 

A jet shot by overhead and with¬ 
in seconds a huge blast and flash 
stunned me. All was confusion. 

At 1700, we received word that 
choppers were going to attempt our 
rescue. Elation — then sour disap¬ 
pointment — as the operation was 
called-off. I curled up in a bunker 
with four Vietnamese rangers, and awaited the inevitable. 

8 April 1972: I was in a tunnel with some ARVN, Carlson and 
Wallingford. I didn’t know where the other Americans were —• or if 
they were alive. We could hear NVA all around us. I hid my film 
thinking that soon perhaps I would be able to recover it. But then I 
smelled petrol and knew the NVA were planning a barbeque. Rather 
than bum to death, we decided to run, and slipped through a small 
window — the one with the NVA waiting just outside. 

I was knocked senseless by the butt of an AK47. I guessed the 
communists did not like French journalists. 

The NVA made us walk, arms tied with electrical wire. As we 
trudged across the camp’s smoldering remains and grotesquely 
posed bodies of its defenders and attackers, I focused on the warm 
sun. God, how I loved that sun. 

We halted at a rubber plantation where we were given basic 
treatment for our wounds. We, too, ate — just dry fish and some 
rice. An old man seemed to be in charge. Later, I found out he was 
General Tran Van Tra. 

But I suddenly was not feeling badly. Zippo — who had sustained 
36 wounds — was brought in. He was not yet dead, so there still was 
hope. His interpreter had been killed, Lull and Col. Vinh had escaped 
solo and were either dead or on the run, and Col. Schott was dead. 

The Americans were taken to a ROW camp in Kratie, Cambodia. 
Mick [Dumond] didn't go with us and we all “teared up” when they 
took us away. Mick would be released in July, on Bastille Day. He 
would make sure my family knew / was 
alive, barely. As we shook hands, for 
the last time, I said “So you wanted to 
see a battle?” He just grinned at me. 

— Major Mark A. “Zippo” Smith, 
USA (Ret.) 

The Return 

The CBC (Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation) expressed interest in 
shooting a documentary of Zippo’s and 
my return to the scene of the battle, a 
scary yet somewhat nostalgic event in 
both our lives. Believing that Zippo’s 
presence might open some deep 

Continued on page 74 



(top) After the fall. I was dazed and unhappy during 
this rest stop, (above) Happier days? August 1999 
in front of the old French plantation house chewed- 
up 27 years earlier on Zippo’s orders. I still guessed 
the communists did not like French journalists. 
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30" of Solid Steel At A Direct Mail Order Price! 


This full tang sword is equipped with a 17 Vi stainless steel, razor sharp blade. The 
black cord wrapped handle provides for a tight grip every time. Includes ver- 
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Full Tang 
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#BK 235 


A true warrior can 
wield his weapon 
on his back for 
easy access. 
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Strap it on 
your side for 
quick draw 
combat. 
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New Powerstorm Slingshot Rockets 1/4" 
Steel Over 350 fps. 

Features a tapered latex power band for precise target 
action, molded foam wrap grip for complete hand 
comfort, and the push button shot feeder places 
ammo in the palm of your hand. Also includes fold¬ 
ing wrist brace and genuine leather shot pouch. 

Powerstorm Slingshot #PM 500 
Bud K Price $ 14 95 

Extra Ammo (jumbo bag of 144 ) #BK 4 

Bud K Price $ 3 95 
Replacement Band #PM512 
Bud K Price $ 3 95 


Easy Picking Set 

Complete with lock picking guide, and 
size of the most commonly used picks. 

Pick Set 

__ t #PX 10 

& Bud K 
EASY Price 

$2495 
__ 


Dependable Ejects with the snap of a wrist. 17 " overall 

SeCUnty Impact Baton # 127 Bud K PriceJ13 95 

Equipment C 

a.. — . 

Extends with the push of a button. 20" overall-! Jtt 

Auto Baton # 6553 Bud K Price $29 95 

No Ship to CA or MA Includes Leather Sheath 


Extra Ammo #BB 20 Bud K Price $ 9 95 

(2000 BB bullets in speed loader bottle) 


NEW! 

Fully 

Automatic^HK^ 
BB Gun! M 

The 1:3 scale mini 

. BB bullet shooter 
can project up to I 

250 pellets per I 

minute witn a I 

range of 20 meters. I 

Includes safety devise to I 
prevent accidental firing 
and 200 pack of BB bullets. 

Electrically operated by four AA 
batteries (not included). 

, Super Mini Styre #UM 606 
Bud K Price $ 29 95 


No ship to 
CA or MA 


Paper Weights 

This piece is approximately 
Vi lb of solid brass and its 
compact size makes it ideal as 
a paperweight. 

#05 


Bud K 
Price 
$12 95 
or 2 for 
$ 22 50 


Smith & Wesson ^ 

Pocket 

Binoculars m 

These 8 x 21mm binoc- 
ulars fold down to just 
1 Vi x 214" x 3 Vi and fit 
in a handy belt case for go anywhere action. 
Features flexible eye pieces and neck strap. 
Field of view 5.8°. 

S&W Binoculars #SW 1018 


$19$5 ^ 


Bud K 100% Guarantee 

Complete Customer Satisfaction is our top priority. Try any 
Bud K product risk free for 30 days, if for some reason you are 
not satisfied, please return the item and receive a prompt refund 
or replacement. The Free Knife is yours to keep as a gift. 


budkww.com 


I \ Q| I would like to take advantage of this special offer and receive a 
LJ TEvi FREE High Performance folder. 


ITEM# DESCRIPTION 


| Shipping & Handling _ 5.95 

□ YES! Please send me the FREE Bud K Catalog. TOTAL j 1 1 

Name _ Credit Card Orders Dial Toll Free: 

Address - >1-800-2404119 Ext, sosl 

City_ Send Payment or request to: 

State _ Zp _ Bud K WW 

Void where prohibited by law. Must be 21 to order. Bud K does not wajrant that you BOX 2768, Dept. SD8 

may purchase, posses or cany knives according to any State or Local laws. Moultrie G A 31776 


QTY. 

PRICE 















5.95 






Moultrie, GA 31776 
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A Hard^mes GUfdeJij, 
Staying Alive T 


RAGNAR’S URBAN SURVIVAL 


A Hard-Times Guide to Staying Alive in the City 
by Ragnar Benson 

The tap’s run dry, the supermarkets have been ransacked, the power is off and the low rumble of tanks can be heard in the distance. The unprepared who refused 
to believe that such a thing could happen here will live as wretched refugees—if they live at all. But for the prepared—for the city survivors—life will go on. 
America's leading survival author debunks the myth that the only way to survive is to stock a retreat in the mountains. He tells urban dwellers how to find water; 
trap and butcher game; preserve food; position a retreat for maximum safety; avoid troops; and barter with other survivors. You’ll learn which weapons are 
absolute necessities and which aren’t worth having and confront the all-important topic of survival nursing care. Ragnar gives you the solid information you will 


need to make it if the worst-case scenario becomes a reality. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 200 pp. #10011211 


$20.00 



HOSTILE GROUND 
Defusing and Restraining 
Violent Behavior and 
Physical Assaults 
by Edward Lewis 
As part of a hospital's physical 
restraint team, Ed Lewis learned the 
psychological and physical secrets 
of handling hostile people. With this 
book you can learn how to identify 
different types of aggressors, read 
body language for signs of impend¬ 
ing violence, calm a hostile person 
and restrain an actual attack. 51/2 
x 81/2, softcover, photos, 152 pp. 
#10011229 $15.00 



UNREPENTANT SINNER 
The Autobiography of 
Colonel Charles Askins 

More than 3 million readers have 
already enjoyed these tales from 
one of the legendary adventurers 
of the 20th century. Colonel Askins 
has served as a border patrolman 
on the Rio Grande, Infantryman in 
WWII, paratrooper In Vietnam, 
competitive pistol shot and leading 
big-game hunter. 6x9, softcover, 
320 pp. 

#10000735 $29.95 



EXTREME CQB 
Fighting SBcrets of the 
international Close Combat 
Instructors’ Association 

Get an inside look at the real world 
of close-quarter combat as taught 
to the world's elite military, law 
enforcement and counterterrorist 
units. This dynamic video features 
eight of the master instructors of 
the ICCIA sharing their battle- 
proven methods of unarmed com¬ 
bat, knife fighting, weapon disarm¬ 
ing and combat groundfighting. 
Color, approx. 75 min., VHS only. 
#10010122 $39.95 



THE TACTICAL RIFLE 
The Precision Tool for 
Urban Police Operations 
by Gabriel Suarez 

Here Officer Gabe Suarez exposes 
the myths that have long kept the 
rifle out of urban policing, He also 
details the many advantages it 
affords tha inner city police officer 
In a wide range of scenarios and 
presents new and innovative tech¬ 
niques that are replacing “tradition- 
ai" ones among agencies that have 
adopted the rifle. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, illus., 264 pp. 
#10011021 $25.00 



RAGNAR'S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
ANO PROVEN TECHNIQUES, 
Volume 1, Revised Edition 
by Ragnar Benson 
Learn how to build weapons, trap 
anything that moves, drop out of the 
rat race, protect your privacy, elude 
the bad guys, defend yourself, 
change identities, land a job and 
live well - as well as a little bit 
about everything else that might be 
important, 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 344 pp. 

#10011096 $35.00 



THE HOME WORKSHOP 
.50-CALIBER SNIPER RIFLE 
with Bill Holmes 
Bill Holmes, the undisputed master 
of home-built firearms, leads you 
step by step through the process of 
constructing the ultimate do-it-your¬ 
self project: a home workshop .50- 
callber sniper rifle. This unique video 
covers every aspect of the construc¬ 
tion process in meticulous detail and 
Includes dramatic footage of the 
test-firing of the finished product. 
For Information purposes only. 
Color, approx. 60 minutes, VHS only. 
#10010254 $34.05 



DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to 
Recover Information 
from a Computer 
by Norbert Zaengleln 
Disk Detective is designed to bring 
the secrets of recovering data from a 
PC, floppy disk or backup device to 
the average person. It includes pre¬ 
cise instructions for recovering info 
from reformatted disks or overwrit¬ 
ten files, retrieving deleted files, con¬ 
ducting key word searches, locating 
e-mail messages and much more, 5 
1/2x81/2, softcover, 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 


THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNET OUTLAW 
How Surfers Steal Sex, 
Software, CDs, Games, and 
More Top-Secret Stuff on the 
Information Superhighway 
by Robert Merkle 
In this no-holds-barred handbook of 
cybercrime, the author of Ultimate 
Internet Terrorist, a regular on the 
Darkside of the 'Net, opens the door 
to an electronic underworld brim¬ 
ming with hacks, cracks and forbid¬ 
den files. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
96 pp. 

#10010502 $15.00 


THE ULTIMATE 
INTERNET TERRORIST 
How Hackers, Geeks, and 
Phreaks Can Ruin Your Trip on 
the Information Superhighway 
... and What You Can Do to 
Protect Yourself 
by Robert Merkle 
This is an owner’s manual to the 
Darkside of the Web. Read it and 
weep. Then do what it takes to save 
yourself from becoming roadkiil on 
the Highway to Heil. 51/2x81/2, 
softcover, 152 pp. 

#10009231 $18.00 


GET EVEN 2 
More Dirty Tricks from 
the Master of Revenge 
by George Hayduke 

Enemies beware! Here's the outra¬ 
geous sequel to the underground 
best-seiler, Get Even, presenting a 
wide range of all-new dirty tricks 
people pull to get even with big 
business bums, footioose spouses, 
lousy landlords and others. For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1/2 
x 81/2, hardcover, 170 pp. 
#10004042 $19.95 


OEAO ON 

The Long-Range Marksman’s 
Guide to Extreme Accuracy 
by Tony M. Noblitt and 
Warren Gabrilska 

Riflemen wanting to learn how to 
make first-round hits at extreme dis¬ 
tances will find this book indtspensi- 
ble. Bullet flight, scopes and mounts, 
caliber and cartridge selection, 
mirage, wind values, actions, barrels, 
stocks and much more are included 
in this practical manual. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 176 pp. 
#10010106 $22.00 


FIGHT AT NIGHT 
Tools, Techniques, Tactics, 
and Training for Combat in 
Low Light and Darkness 
by Andy Stanford 
Whether on the street or on the bat¬ 
tlefield, you can turn the darkness 
from a liability to an advantage. 
Here champion practical shooter 
and self-defense expert Andy 
Stanford gives you the low-down on 
the tools and techniques needed to 
prevail over an attacker in any low- 
light conflict. 5 1/2x8 1/2, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 224 pp. 
#10010510 $20.00 



IDENTITY, PRIVACY, AND 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
Big Brother vs. the 
New Resistance 
by Sheldon Charrett 
Identity control is a form of tyranny, 
and the author of The Modem 
Identity Changer has new tricks to 
help fight it Learn the latest on 
making slick IDs, obtaining ID docu¬ 
ments under another name and 
using ID tricks to maximize privacy 
in your life, from your mail to your 
job. For academic study only. 81 !2 
x 11, softcover, photos, 240 pp. 
#10010759 $40.00 



THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows 
you exactly how to hire an ex-KGB 
agent, order a photo of anyplace on 
earth anytime during the last 20 
years, get an instant background 
check on anyone, open a door from 
100 feet away, subscribe to an in- 
house FBI newsletter, order and 
install the latest electronic surveil¬ 
lance gear and many more tricks to 
trace, track, surveil and investigate 
anyone or anything. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, Illus., 448 pp. 
#10005536 $44.95 



TECHNIQUES IN 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
The Fine Art of Bug 
Extermination in the Real 
World of Intelligence Gathering 
by Marinelli Companies 
Legal and corporate intelligence gath¬ 
ering can cost you big. This book will 
save your assets. Included is cutting- 
edge info on taps, bugs, premises 
searches, spectrum analyzers, hidden 
cameras and video recorders, infrared 
beams and more written by a master 
countersurveillance technician. 51/2 
x 8 1/2, softcover, illus.,120 pp. 
#10010387 $18.00 



GANGBANGERS 

Understanding the Deadly Minds 
of America’s Street Gangs 
by Loren W. Christensen 
A veteran gang enforcement officer 
takes a close look at America’s 
street gangs and is scared to death 
by what he finds. Street gangs are 
multiplying like crazy and complete¬ 
ly out of control. Find out from gang 
members, ex-gangbangers and 
street cops why gangbangers are 
more widespread, better armed and 
deadlier than ever. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, 200 pp. 

#10011047 $25.00 



WACO 

The Rules of Engagement 

This explosive documentary is the 
first complete picture of the tragic 
raid, siege and assault on the 
Branch Davidian complex in Waco, 
Texas, in 1993. It shows how the 
FBI repeatedly lied to the American 
public In order to focus massive 
deadly force on the Branch 
Davidians. This shocking video will 
change forever how the world per¬ 
ceives the events at Waco. Color, 
approx. 136 mins., VHS format only. 
#10009322 $24.95 


MHO 

-- 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY 
SCIENCE, SRE-DEFENSE, 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

PALADIN PRESS 

P.O. BOX 1307 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

OR E-MAIL US AT 

editoriai©pafadin-press.com 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT 
www.paladtn-press.com 

* SBfe 
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SOG: A Photo History of the Secret Wars 


by John L. Plaster 

In 1972 when the top-secret Studies and Observations Group was disbanded, the U.S. military ordered its thousands of photos and documents burned so that 
a book like this would not be possible. But some SOG veterans had brought back with them personal copies of "official” photos of SOG in action, as well of 
snapshots, and kept them secret for more than three decades. While writing his history of SOG, John Plaster contacted his secret war comrades and uncov¬ 
ered this wealth of never-before-seen photos. More than 700 photos bring to life the stories of the SOG heroes whose names had only been whispered before, 
as well as all 10 SOG Medal of Honor winners. This powerful book includes first ever photos of U.S. forgeries of enemy documents as well as indisputable doc¬ 
umentation of what these extraordinary men really did behind enemy lines in Laos, Cambodia and even North Vietnam itself. This is the most impressive spe¬ 
cial ops photo collection ever assembled: recon teams and Hatchet Forces on the ground, Operation Tailwind, the Son Tay POW rescue raid, awesome aerial 
combat shots of air strikes, dramatic Bright Light rescues, HALO insertions and more. 81/2x11, hardcover, photos, 496 pp. #10011187 $79.95 
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SPECIAL FORCES GUERRILLA 
WARFARE MANUAL 
by Scott Wlmberiey 

This manual is a primer in the many 
facets of a successful guerrilla cam¬ 
paign as taught by the pros in the 
U.S. Special Forces. Covers small- 
unit tactics, proper use of patrol 
bases, setting up Intelligence net¬ 
works, waging psyops, organizing 
political support and more. A fasci¬ 
nating tutorial in modem armed 
resistance. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
Ulus., 248 pp. 

#10011401 $25.00 


CLOSE COMBAT 
United States Marine Corps 

This exclusive new manual shows 
the most current close combat 
methods being taught to U.S. 
Marines for use on today's battle¬ 
fields. It outlines the Marine Corps' 
latest lethal and nonlethal weapons 
techniques, use of knives and sticks 
and the full spectrum of unarmed 
tactics: strikes, throws, chokes, 
holds and ground fighting. This stuff 
is fast and aggressive. For academ¬ 
ic study only. 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 116 pp, 

#10011419 $15.00 


GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 
by Bob Newmen 
Foreword by Robert K Brown 
Leam every facet of the grim, violent 
world of guerrilla warfare: basic 
fleldcraft; mines and booby traps; 
tunnel construction and strategy; 
ambushes; urban and nocturnal tac¬ 
tics; interrogation, indoctrination 
and exploitation; psyops; and more. 
For academic study only. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 232 pp. 
#10008720 $22.00 


KNIGHTS OF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the World’s 
Deadliest Night Fighters 
by Dr. Haha Lung 

This shocking manual reveals fasci¬ 
nating secrets about the stealth and 
cunning techniques of the moshuh 
nanren, ninjas, hwarang, wotfshirts, 
Spetsnaz, Vietcong, Navy SEALs 
and other night fighters. It includes 
weapons concealment and usage, 
perimeter penetration, stalking, sen¬ 
try removal, security systems and 
much more. For academic study only. 
51/2x81/2, softcover, illus., 160 pp, 
#10009561 $16.00 


ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 
by Kenn Abaygo 
In this companion to Fugitive: 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive, 
you’ll learn the advanced evasion 
techniques successful fugitives 
have used to get gone and stay 
gone for long periods of time - 
perhaps forever - and you’ll benefit 
from their experience and their 
mistakes. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 144 pp. 

#10008522 $17.00 


THE INTERNATIONAL FUGITIVE 
Secrets of Clandestine 
Travel Overseas 
by Kenn Abaygo 

You can remain secure and anony¬ 
mous In your international journeys. 
Kenn Abaygo tells how to cross bor¬ 
ders overtly and covertly; leave the 
U.S. undetected; travel low-profile 
In Europe, Asia, Africa and the 
Islands; live and work overseas; 
secure foreign citizenship; and go 
deep underground. For academic 
study only. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, 152 pp. 

#10010643 $17.00 




CREDrT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credft 
Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 
This expanded Credit Secrets will 
save you thousands of dollars in 
fees, finance charges and interest 
payments as you leam the very lat¬ 
est techniques to get rid of debt 
once and for all and establish good 
credit. Discover proven tricks used 
by lawyers, credit counselors and 
other pros who charge handsomely 
for their services. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, 136 pp. 

#10008878 $18.00 


JUST SAY NO TO ORUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 

Urinalysis Is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and 
now you can fight back! Ed Carson, 
who handled drug testing for a large 
U.S. military base, reveals how the 
tests are done and how to beat 
them. He did it successfully for 
eight years using the exact methods 
outlined in this book. Find out how 
to preserve your life-style and keep 
your job, 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
48 pp. 

#10003784 $15.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced inves¬ 
tigative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 po. 
#10007680 $40.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival and more. 81/2x11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 
#10001345 $24.95 


HIGH-TECH HARASSMENT 
How to Get Even With 
Anybody, Anytime 
by Scott French 

Harness the forces of science and 
technology to bypass computer 
passwords, beat ATM bank ma¬ 
chines, wreak havoc with magnets, 
spread terror with lasers, detect 
computer viruses and more. For 
information purposes only. 8 1/2 x 
11. softcover, photos, illus., 168 pp. 
#10001196 $30.00 


WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS AS 
PRACTICED BY THE WORLD’S 
RICHEST PEOPLE 
What the Kuwaitis Can Teach 
You about Getting Rich—and 
Staying Rich 
by William Beaver 
Do the Kuwaitis have a magic for¬ 
mula for getting rich - besides 
striking oil? No, but they do have 
four easy-to-follow secrets that 
have helped them amass fortunes 
for centuries - long before oil was 
discovered. And their secrets will 
work for you. Guaranteed. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 128 pp. 
#10009595 $18.00 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400 OR 1-800-466-6868, USA AND CANADA 

CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. FREE 80-PAGE CATALOG CONTAINING MORE THAN 700 TITLES. 
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First Strike: Mastering the Preemptive 

Strike for Street Combat.#10010395 .. 

The Phone Book.#10009777 .. 

Tactical Baton, 2-Tape Set (video) ... .#10010429 .. 

Killing Zone: A Professional’s Guide to Preparing 

or Preventing Ambushes .... .#10007896 . 

Acquiring New ID.#10006005 .. 

Get Even: The Complete 

Book of Dirty Tricks .#10002400 . 
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Peter G. Kokalis 


Mother Russia’s LMG 
and The Great Patriotic War 


V f asily Alexeevich Degtyarev (1880-1949) was bom in Tula into 
a long-established family of gunsmiths and weapon designers. 
He started working at Tula Arsenal at the age of 11. He was to be 
eventually responsible for the development of a wide and largely suc¬ 
cessful range of Russian small arms. These included the PPD subma¬ 
chine gun of 1940, the 12.7x108mm DK heavy machine gun of 1930, 
the improved Model 1938 DShK heavy machine gun, the 14.5mm 
PTRD anti-tank rifle, the RPD caliber 7.62x39mm squad automatic 
and the subject of this article, the illustrious DP C Degtyareva Pekhotniy 
— Degtyarev Infantry). Degtyarev commenced development of his 
light machine gun in 1923. It was adopted by the Red Army in 1927. 
At first the Soviet military treated the concept of the light machine gun 
(LMG) with contempt, as they felt it could never replace the sustained- 
fire potential of the 
Maxim. However, Mik¬ 
hail Frunze, who was 
deputy People’s Com¬ 
missar on Military and 
Naval matters, under¬ 
stood the importance a 
weapon of this type 
would have in the newly 
emerging tactical concept 
of fire and movement, 
and quite literally forced 
it upon the Red Army. 

During trials held in 
November 1926, 20,000 
rounds each were fired 
through two preproduc¬ 
tion prototypes. There 
were 60 stoppages in the 
40,000 rounds, most 
caused by faulty extrac¬ 
tion, misfires and failures 
to feed. Several components failed. Degtyarev introduced some 
changes in the design: The bolt was strengthened, the bolt handle 
and ejection-port ribs thickened and the shape of the firing pin mod¬ 
ified. Other components were strengthened by manufacture from 
nickel-chrome steel. Final tests were conducted 17-21 January 
1927. Twenty thousand rounds each were again fired through two 
guns with stoppage rates of 0.5% and 0.3% respectively. Further 
changes were demanded and the DP was officially adopted on 21 
December 1927. By 1930 the DP’s durability had been increased to 
75,000 to 100,000 rounds and the parts most prone to breakage (fir¬ 
ing pins and extractors) to 25,000 to 30,000 rounds. 

Although clumsy by today’s standards, the DP is a battle-proven 
design with the usual Soviet emphasis on simplicity and reliability. It 
has only 65 components with a design stressing manufacture by 
unskilled labor. For comparison, it took a production time of 870 hours 
to manufacture one Model 1910 Russian Maxim medium machine gun 


with its wheeled Sokolov mount. The DP LMG, complete with its 
bipod, took only 144 hours to produce. 

Chambered for the Russian 7.62x54R service cartridge, overall 
length of the DP is 50.5 inches, complete with the threaded-on, long, 
conical flash hider. With a barrel length of 23.875 inches, the 
weight of the barrel alone is 4.75 pounds. It is of the quick-change 
type. The four-groove bore has a right-hand twist of one turn in 10 
inches (254 mm). The DP weighs 26 pounds with its bipod and a 
magazine loaded with 47 rounds. 

Most DPs were blued and/or painted with black baked enamel. 
The bolts and operating rods were left “in-the-white.” 

The DP is air-cooled, gas-operated and fires from the open-bolt 
position. There are 19 longitudinal cooling slots at the front of the 

receiver body. The 
method employed for 
breech locking is simple 
and effective. During the 
counter-recoil stroke, as 
the bolt closes, a lug, 
located at the rear of the 
gas piston’s slide and 
impinging against the rear 
of the massive firing pin, 
drives the firing pin for¬ 
ward, thus causing cams 
on the sides of the firing 
pin to move the locking 
flaps on each side of the 
bolt body outward into 
locking recesses on each 
of the receiver walls. The 
firing pin is free to move 
forward and strike the 
primer only if the locking 
flaps are completely 
engaged in their recesses, thus firing out-of-battery is not possible. 
Ejection is downward. 

This system of locking was first used by Paul Mauser on an early 
experimental semiautomatic rifle. It was also used on the now- 
obscure Swedish Kjellman-Friberg water-cooled machine gun, of 
which fewer than half a dozen were manufactured. Both Mauser and 
Friberg used recoil to unlock the breech, whereas the DP is gas- 
operated. Furthermore, Degtyarev reversed the principle itself. 
Instead of the firing pin thrusting the locking flaps out at the front 
of the bolt body, the DP system cams the rear of the locking flaps 
out into the locking recesses on the receiver walls. 

There is a grip safety immediately in back of the trigger guard. 
There is no other safety mechanism on this model. The recoil spring 
is wrapped around the operating rod and both ride in the gas cylin¬ 
der, where a considerable amount of heat is generated. Seventy 
years ago spring technology was not highly advanced. During sus- 



Russian DP LMG was the principal automatic weapon of the Red Army during the Great 
Patriotic War. Shown with Russian steel and Bulgarian cloth drum carriers. 
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There is a grip safety immediately behind the 
DP’s trigger guard. It exhibits excellent human 
engineering as the hand depresses it as soon 
as the firing grip is assumed, (below) During 
the counter-recoil stroke, as the bolt closes, a 
lug, located at the rear of the gas piston’s slide 
and impinging against the rear of the massive 
firing pin, drives the firing pin forward, thus 
causing cams on the sides of the firing pin to 
move the locking flaps on each side of the bolt 
body outward into locking recesses on each of 
the receiver walls. 



tained-fire bursts the DP mainspring some¬ 
times overheated and lost its compression 
strength. To overcome this problem, a major 
redesign effort resulted in the DPM 
(Degtyareva Pekhotniy Modemizirovanniy), 
which was introduced in 1944. The recoil 
spring was relocated to a tube at the rear 
of the receiver. A pistol grip was added to 
the buttstock and the grip safety was 
replaced by a manual safety on the right 
side of the receiver directly above the trig¬ 
ger guard. The bipod was changed to a 
non-detachable type. 

There is no provision for semiautomatic 
fire. The cyclic rate is usually given as 
between 500 to 600 rpm. On all those I have 
tested, it has been no more than 475 rpm. 
There is no need for a semiautomatic selec¬ 
tor position with a cyclic rate this low, as 
experienced operators can easily fire single 
shots when required. 

The DP buttstock is made of wood. 
There is no buttplate. Most often there is an 
integral oil container on top of the buttstock 
with a bristle brush attached to the screw 
cap. The bottom rear of the buttstock is 
uniquely bulbous-shaped. This was presum¬ 
ably used to rest the support hand when fir¬ 
ing from the prone position. There is a sling 
swivel on the left side of the buttstock 
which mates to a front sling swivel riveted 
to the receiver just to the rear of the bipod. 

The open, square-notch rear sight is of the 
sliding-tangent type, adjustable for elevation 
only from 100 to 1,500 meters, in 100-meter 
increments. The sight’s protective ears are part 
of the spring-loaded rear latch system for the 
drum magazine. The round, post-type front 

Continued on page 72 



CT24-CLP 
Colt® Python 


CT24-CLP POCKET CUP 


QUALITY MAKES IT A 


CT31-BS 

Colt® Police Positive 


kuk * poop*? 


CT31-BS POCKET CUP 


CT44 

AR-15®-KWith Modified 
Drop Point Blade 


CT44 POCKET CUP 


1425 United Blvd. 
Sevierville, TN 37876 
(865) 428-2532 


See our full line of Colt® knives at your local Colt® dealer or knife retailer. For more information 
on a dealer near you call 1-800-548-0835 and ask for Dept. SF4 or fax 865-428-2267. 
Dealer and distributor inquiries invited. Exclusively from United® Cutlery Brands. 
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BIG B m t-shirt mmm 

Miss the SOF Convention last year? We have a limited 
number of T-Shirts available in XXL & XXXL sizes only. 
Printed on quality 50/50 black shirt. 

These won't last...order yours today. 


plus s 3 Shipping 
& Handling 


f Ordering Info 

Quan. 

Price 

Tdtal j 

■ #T991 '99 SOF Conven. Shirt XXL 

@ 

$15.00 

n 

■ #T992 ’99 SOF Conven. Shirt XXXL 

@ 

$15.00 

1 

Shipping & Handling: S3 /1st item; $1 each add'l item 


'jjf 

B Send Chesk/MO To: OMEGA GROUP LTD. TOTAL 

<IV 


5735 Arapahoe, Ste A5 • Boulder, CO 80303 
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UNITED STATES 

Star Wars setback: Antimissile interceptor fails to hit mock warhead in space over 
Pacific, setting back Pentagon’s drive to develop cutting-edge national defense sys¬ 
tem. Officials don’t know what went wrong, but pledge to find out. First test was 
declared a success in October, but critics have since raised doubts about it. • U.N. 
reforms: Long-time U.N. foe Sen. Jesse Helms showed unprecedented deference to 
the Security Council. The speech, laying out reforms he wants in return for U.S. pay¬ 
ment of back dues, was set up by Washington’s envoy, Holbrooke. • Drug propa¬ 
ganda: Drug czar working to weave antidrug propaganda into episodes of popular TV 
shows. ABC refuses to take part. • Y2K no go, but blackouts promised: Y2K, no 
problem. But the power grid has big problems anyway, says U.S. Energy Department. 
The grid’s reliability has been cut substantially, officials say, due to loss of coordina¬ 
tion capabilities brought about by utility deregulation. Study says power outages will 
become more common in U.S. during summer and other peak-use periods. 
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CHILE 

The ricochet of Pinochet: Chilean military plane flies to Britain 
in anticipation Pinochet will be released on health grounds. 
Human rights organizations try blocking release. Chile’s 
socialist president-elect, Ricardo Lagos, says he lacks author¬ 
ity to try Pinochet, but won’t try to stop courts from taking ini¬ 
tiative. • Building with Lagos: Lagos vows to fulfill campaign 
promise and speed up economic recovery and curb crime. 

P 
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CHINA 

Bad inspector: France and China join 
Russia in opposing U.N. chief’s choice to 
head a revived Iraq arms-inspection 
agency. Talks continue at Security Council, 
but candidacy of Rolf Ekeus, who held the 
post from 1991-97, appears in deep peril. 
Annan, however, continues to stand by 
him. • Boy Wonder: Dalai Lama disputes 
China’s designation of two-year-old Tibetan 
boy as seventh incarnation of the Reting 
Lama. Tibet’s exiled spiritual leader says he 
has divined no rebirth in the Reting line. 

■ '—■■■■■ 
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INDONESIA 

Burning churches: Sectarian fighting continues 
on resort island of Lombok, forcing hotels to 
evacuate guests. Muslims rampage through 
Lombok, burning as many as 12 Christian 
churches. President Wahid under criticism by 
army for not cracking down harder on sectarian 
violence. Chinese celebrate: Wahid revokes 1967 
ban on ethnic Chinese holiday celebrations. 
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ISRAEL 

Sister Act: Two U.S. nuns, including a sister of former 
Clinton aide George Stephanopoulos, block Palestinian 
police from seizing Orthodox monastery for the Moscow 
Patriarch. • Pipe bomb injures 22 Israelis in Hadera. 
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COLOMBIA 

Guerrilla nation: Rebels blow up 22 high-voltage electrical pylons, 
blacking out industrial hub of Medellin in parts of Antioquia, Choco and 
Cordoba provinces. Nation’s second largest guerrilla group gets blamed. 
• Village rampages: Rebels attack southern mountain towns, killing at 
least 24. Bogota claims that air force counterattack inflicted heavy casu¬ 
alties on the guerrillas. • U.S. intervention: U.S. Secretary of State 
Albright visits Colombia to propose massive rise in aid to fight drugs and 
leftist guerrillas. Proposal includes $1.6 billion from Washington. 




MALAYSIA 

Aide arrested: Close aide to jailed ex-Deputy 
Premier Anwar is jailed, as Malaysia widens a 
crackdown on foes of Premier Mahathir. Aide 
is charged with possessing secret documents, 
which could result in one-year prison term. 




ECUADOR 

Quito march: Police 
break-up Quito march by 
oil workers as officials 
meet to consider President 
Mahuad’splan to make the 
dollar the official currency. 
About 30,000 troops have 
been deployed amid fears 
of unrest. 




VENEZUELA 

Just stay out: Chavez declines U.S. military offer 
to help in repairing damage from floods that killed 
tens of thousands. Chavez says he doesn’t want 
U.S. troops in his nation. One U.S. ship, carrying 
construction supplies and engineers, was already 
on its way when Chavez declined the help. 
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RUSSIA 

Grozny war: Military officials claim Russian soldiers have driven to center of 
Grozny. Moscow says battle for Chechnya’s capital has entered “decisive phase” 
that will lead to Grozny’s fall. Russian airstrikes continue without pause, with troops 
cutting off rebel escape routes. • Puttin’ down Putin: Uproar breaks out after party 
backed by acting President Putin joins with communists to divide top posts. 




GUATEMALA 

General overhaul: Presi¬ 
dent Portillo shakes up 
military, naming moder¬ 
ate colonel as defense 
chief and forcing retire¬ 
ment of 20 generals. 
Portillo says he wants to 
overhaul an institution 
blamed for atrocities. 
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GERMANY 

Funding scandal: Kohl resigns as honorary 
chairman of Germany’s Christian Democrats after 
party suspends him for refusing to name donors 
who secretly channeled funds to him. Kohl keeps 
his parliament seat. Party closes ranks behind its 
leader, Wolfgang Schaeuble, but the scandal 
shows no signs of ending soon. • Economic 
boom, or gloom? Economy accelerated during 
fourth quarter, growing an estimated 1 percent, 
while gross domestic product grew 1.4 percent in 
1999, down from 2.2 percent one year earlier. 




AUSTRIA 

Grand coalition: Conserv¬ 
atives plan to revive grand 
coalition with Social Demo¬ 
crats and form new govern¬ 
ment that excludes far-right 
Freedom Party. The People’s 
Party has resisted the move 
since October elections. 

I 



SYRIA 

Peace talks: Mideast talks postponed 
indefinitely due to Syria’s Golan demands. 
Damascus says Israel should agree to 
pullout from the strategic heights before 
other issues are discussed. Meanwhile, 
Israel’s Prime Minister Barak and Arafat 
held surprise meeting to discuss delay in 
drafting permanent treaty framework. 
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Inspecting the inspector: A chief Iraqi arms 
inspector gets named by U.N. Secretary-General 
Annan, but Russia immediately opposes nomi¬ 
nation. China and France join in Russia’s out¬ 
rage. Rolf Ekeus headed the agency from 1991 
to 1997. Inspections have been suspended 
since 1998, and resumption remains unsure. 


SPAIN 

Elections: Prime Minister Aznar’s center-righl 
Popular Party favored to win in spring elections. 
Challenger Joaquin Almunia trying to improve 
socialists’ image after string of scandals. 

k. 




KOSOVO 

Tensions toward U.S. fueled: U.S. soldier 
charged with sexually assaulting and murder¬ 
ing 11-year-old ethnic Albanian girl, raising 
tensions between peacekeepers and those 
they are protecting. The 35-year-old sergeant 
is in custody of U.S. military authorities. 
— 
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BRAZIL 

Nations collide: Busload of Argentine tourists crashed into 
another bus carrying Brazilians in southeastern Brazil. At least 
42 are dead and 40 other injured with death toll expected to 
rise. Argentina dispatched aircraft to carry bodies home. 



World Sitrep is compiled by the 
SOFstaff with information from 
various media and correspondents. 
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me JAC 2001 

Your daddy’s LBE was a nightmare of flaps, straps, snaps and 
webbing fluttering in the wind. How much hundred-mile-an-hour 
tape have you used over the years to secure the various floating 
appendages so buckles wouldn’t come undone, straps wouldn’t catch 
in the bush and pouches wouldn’t dump their precious contents? 

Load-bearing vests were a step in the right direction for many 
purposes, but did not always work over or under a jacket that was 
required for climatic or tactical reasons, or for undercover work. 

The TAC-JAC 2001 goes the distance toward answering the 
questions raised but not answered by other load-bearing and con¬ 
cealment systems. You can almost characterize it as a Swiss Army 
knife that you wear, it serves such a multitude of purposes. 

A crucial caveat of any multifunction device, be it tools or togs, 
is that each individual function is performed as well as if it were the 
only function, and no feature gets in the way of, or compromises, 
any of the others. The TAC-JAC 2001 fills this bill to a T: There are 
no non-functional bells and whistles, and each feature is useful in its 
own right. 

The TAC-JAC-2001 is a refinement of a concept by the late A1 
Mar, and has evolved to its present form through the input and expe¬ 
rience of the best operators in the business, such as Dennis Chalker, 
Harry Humphries and Marshall Teague. The TAC-JAC 2001 is made 
in the U.S.A., from a rugged cotton/nylon blend, and is available in 



black, khaki and olive green. Stock sizes are medium, large and extra 
large, with XX-large available on special order. It comes in regular, 
long and extra-long, and is full-cut to fit comfortably over body 
armor, watch, sweaters, etc. 

Exterior features of the TAC-JAC 2001 include convenient zip- 
out sleeves that turn the jacket into a lightweight vest. Velcro fasten¬ 
ers for right and left sides, with quick-draw release flap. Dual snaps 
at the bottom keep the jacket closed even when unzipped. The extra 
long (3”) elastic cuffs eliminate sleeve interference with weapon 
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MP5 black 50/50 T-shirt 
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M-XL $15 ea; 
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Rhodesian Army 
white bD/ 50 T-STurt 
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#CM001 
Tall Coffee Mug 
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TRY BURNING THIS ONE. 


#T003 

Trv Burning This One! 
U.S. Flan white 50/50 
T- shirr. L-XL only 
$15 ea 


VH0D1 

Soldier01 Fortune Magazine 
Embroidered Cap 
High-quality black and red cap. 
$15 ea 


Ordering Info Circle Size 
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Price 

Total 

#T001 MP5 Shirt M L XL 
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515 03 
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$17.00 
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$15.00 
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$15.00 
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$20.00 
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3 Gun Tactical Match, Convention 

and Exposition 


This year's exciting schedule of evenls includes: 

• World Famous Firepoiner Demo 

• Seminars 

• Pariicipaioru Events 

• Awards Banquet luilli guest speakers 

• Expo kail—af the spacious Cashman Center 
inifh acres of parking! 

• Evening Aclivilies 

•SOE Submachine Gun Natch 

• Special Evenls Commemorating the 2Sfh 
Anniversary of Soldier Of Fortune 


October 11-15,2000 
Casbmaa Center 
las Vegas 


Also included in your Conventioneer fee: 

• Exclusive 8000 Conventioneer T-Shirt [specifu size] 
•Exclusive 2000 Conventioneer Pin 

• One-year subscription to Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine — worth SG0 on the newsstand 


i ^^000"sO^^onvennoi^!^nBegistratSoi^Forn^ 


□ Yes! I want to be a part of the 2000 Convention 

□ Check or money order enclosed. $150 must be received by 
September 11, 2000. $175 after September 11. 

Half refund by 9/11/00 • No refund after 9/11/00 


□ Visa 


Exp. Date I I I I I 


□ Charge $_to my □ Mastercard □ Visa 

Card Number 11111111111111111 Exp. Date I I I I I 

Signature_._ 

Name_ 

Address_ Apt. #_ 

City_State_Zip_ 

Phone Number_ Email:_ 

T-Shirt Size (circle one) S M L XL XXL XXXL 
s^s^l Mail with payment to: SOF Convention 2000 Pre-Registration 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303 
Credit card payments only call (800) 800-7630 or fax coupon 
to (303) 444-5617. Inquiries call 303-449-3750 ext. 300 
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AMMMJXS 

black jacket left chest 

AND FULL BACK WHJTE PRINT 


ADULT SIZES 

Printed on Front. Made in U.S.A. 

PRINTED AS MARKED 
Left chest = LC Full Front = FF 

ADULT Sizes S-XL, add $ 2.00 for XXL 
100% Cotton Preshrunk Heavyweight 

Short Sleeve (SS) *14* 

Long Sleeve (LS) >17* 


’t'lvrTo'r 

S.O.S. is owned by a disabled 
EX-SPECIAL FORCES survivor 
promoting positive self esteem 
in the handicapped world. 
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BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRfNT 
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BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AMD FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 



ATTITUDE 


BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 



BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 



COMBAT 
ZOiXI l 


BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AND FULL BACK WHITE PHINT 



KNOCKIN' ON HEAVEN'S DQQf? 

BLACK JACKET LEFT CHEST 
AMD FULL BACK WHTTH PRINT 


SURVIVOR JACKETS 


SATIN FINISH NYLON JACKET.FLANNEL LINED, KNIT CUFFS, 
COLLAR & BOTTOM BAND, ZIPPER FRONT & TWO SLASH 
POCKETS. MADE IN U.S.A. 

a*- <i:z:n 90 



GREAT FOR GIFTS 


569 . 


FULLBACK 


1 800 - 958-8876 

Have a credit card ready. We Accept VISA MC AMEX DISCOVER 

Payable To; M Check For Total+Shipping & Handling to S.O.S, California residents only; add 7,75% sa/w tax 

SOS 

p’n*Rn Shipping & Handling If your order totals: 

“J- iSS:SS s -I S 

(money order) payable USAfunds Each additional $100.00 (orportion of) add $5,95 

Allow 1 to 4 weeks for delivery - U.S. Priority Mail 


PRINTED O 
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AND FULL BACK 


CATALOG 


i ND SAXE. FOR CATALOG OR GET IT WITH FIRST ORDER. 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • SATISFACTION GUARANTEED •FIND US ON THE INTERNET m.lSGNET.COM/SOS/ 
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retrieval. The unit features two slash pock¬ 
ets, two Velcro-flap cargo pockets, and two 
general-item Velcro-flap breast pockets that 
have four 12-gauge rounds in each pocket; 
the left breast pocket also features a con¬ 
cealed badge/ID holder. 

The TAC-JAC has a full-length, heavy- 
duty nylon zipper with a handy pull tab. The 
shoulders have functional Velcro-release 
epaulets, and the rear shoulder yoke has a 
concealed, pull-down ID flap. 

Salient features continue inside the 
TAC-JAC 2001: There are two large, rein¬ 
forced concealment carry pockets, left and 
right, each with Velcro “holster” strips for 
custom handgun positioning and retention. 

There are interior gear pockets with elas¬ 
tic securing straps for extra magazines and 
accessories (commo gear, lights, aerosols, 
other impedimenta), and there is an interior 
map pocket that also serves well to carry 
warrants or other documents. 

An overriding attribute of the TAC-JAC 
is that, depending on how you care to rig it 
out, it can pass for a non-official sports jack¬ 
et. Put on the khaki TAC-JAC with a 
“Sears” patch on the back, for instance, and 
you can pass for Joe the repairman, while 
the jacket comfortably conceals the tools of 
your real profession. 

The makers say that when the situation 
dictates, the TAC-JAC 2001 provides the 
concealment value you want without giving 
up the tactical necessities you need. We 
agree. It’s as close to an invisible set of 
ALICE gear as it can get. Recommended. 

Available from RidgeLine, Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 101 RidgeLine Dr., Westcliffe, CO 
81252; phone: 800-891-3660 or 719-783- 
4161; fax: 719-783-4162; e-mail: 
sales@Pro-Ears.com; on the web at: 
www.Pro-Ears.com . 


M3 and M4 Seber Tbols 


Multi-tools are handy because you can 
have them with you when you need them. 
The newer micro-multi-tools, although not 
as robust as the hip-riders, have a value of 
their own because you can have them avail¬ 
able for intermittent hero-work even if you 
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$1.00 For 
Complete 
Planet Ammo 
Exotic Catalog 


■power 


One Pack Each Of Our Most 
Popular PYROTECHNIC Products 

12 Ga. DRAGON'S BREATH 

Hires Second Flams Thrower • 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BIRD BOMBS 

Shoots an M-80 Bomb 90+ Yards ■ 3/Pak 

12 Ga. COMET TRACER SLUG 

Bnght Long Buming/Non-Corrosive • 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FLASH BOMBS 

Bird Bomb with Firework Display - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FIRE SIREN 

110 Yard Ear Piercing Whistler - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. NAPALM INCENDIARY 

Sparks Burst On Impact Then Bums - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. POWER BLANKS 

120 Decibel Concussion • 6/Pak 

12 Ga. SUPER FLARES 

Bnght Red Signal Over 400 Feet - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. SMOKE BOMBS 

Hundreds Of Cubic Feet Of Thick Smoke - 3/Pak 

.22LR TRACER ROUNDS 

Non-Corrosive Bright Trace 100+ Yards - 10/Pak 

ARTILLERY SMOKE BOMBS 

Thick GRAY Smoke - Bums for 3 Min. - 6/Pok 

MUSTARD SMOKE BOMBS 

Thick YELLOW Smoke - Bums for 3 Min. - 6/Pek 

EXPLODING TARGETS 

2x2 Square - Detonates Like A Cannon - & Pak 


One Pack Each Of Our Most 
Popular HIGH POWER Products 

12 Ga. BOLO 

Two Lead Slugs Connected by S' Steel Wire - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BOUNCER 

Two Large Zytel BsJs/Non-Lethal - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. CHAIN REACTION 

Six Inch Steel Chain/Expands Strike Area - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DETONATOR 

Loadable Exploding Tip Hollow Core Slug - 3jPak 

12 Ga. DOOR BUSTER 

Impact Disintegrating Lead Shot Slug • 3/Pak 

12 Ga. DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Two Sluas with One Shot - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FLECHETTE 

Multiple Steel Darts for Trauma Effect - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. HAMMER 

Lead Bean Bag Round For Non-LethaJ Use - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. MINI MISSILE 

Sleet Core Slug For Super Penetration - 3iPak 

12 Ga. PIT BULL 

Super POWERFUL Slug & S* 00-Buck Pellets - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. STINGER 

Suieen 00-Piastic Pellets Pepper Objective - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. SHREDDER 

Multiple Steel Tacks Shred Like A Razor - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. TERMINATOR 

T.ny Shot Core Slug Creates Huge Expansion - 3/Pak 


Send $6.98 For 
“LIVE ACTION” 
Planet Ammo Video 
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Seneca, S.C. 29672 


SPECIAL PACKAQE PRICE 

$ 125.00 


SAVE $22.69! 


INCLUDES 

SHIPPING 


SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE 

$ 100.00 


SAVE S1S.69! 


37mm THUMPER' Gre nade Launcher 
M 37mm Cartridges 


6061-T651 extruded aluminum barrel. 
Overall length it 27-1/2 inchoa. 

Steel parte and steel receiver. 

Weight it 5-1/2 Iba. 

Thump*' when 
fired hence the 
aemef 



37mm BIRD BUSTERS 
$69.9BVBox 
37mm SUPER FLARES 
$59.9UBox 

37mm SMOKE BOMB 

$69.98/Box 

BUY ANY FOUR BOXES 

SAVE $10.00! 


- fP Rountfm Per Pack - 

.380 ACP • 9mm • .38 Spl 
.357 Magnum • .44 Magnum 
.45 ACP • .30 Carbine 
.223 Cal. • 7.62 x 39mm 
.308 NATO • .30-06 

$11.98 B»er 

CftMl jtAiry q. iPcacflcw 



24 Hr. FAX - (864) 882-5239 order 

1 TOLL 
FREE 


Ad Code - SF 


1-800-870-AMMO 



STEINER MILITARY/ MARINE 


Battle Tested & 

They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 
the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leadinc military 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind-whatever environment you challenge— 

Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. 

The Steiner 8x30 Military/Marme. Once focused, its 
sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target Also available in 6x 30, 7 x35, 7x 50, 

9x40 and 10x50 models. 

Pioneer Research 

97 Foster Fid., Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
(609)866-9191, (800)257-7742, Fax:(609)866-8615 

Steiner Optik Canada,, Inc. 

52 Chatham St, West, Suite 300, 

Windsor, Ontario N9A 5MS Canada (519)258-7263 


STEINER 

G E R M A 
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LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION TO * 





SPECIAL OFFER 


□Soldier Of Fortune Magazine 
Lifetime Subscription for *150 


NAME: 


ADDRESS:_ 

CITY/STATE: __ 
ZIP/COUNTRY: 
EMAIL:_ 


^STO USE MC/VISA CALL 1-800-877-5207 

To pay by check or M.O., enclose payment and mail to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. Box 348, Mount Morris, IL 61054-9817 

Offer Good In U.S. Only. Expires 1 May 2000. A270L 


For the past 25 years, SOF has been your most 
reliable source for worldwide intel, combat reports, no- 
nonsense weapons reviews, and exposes of attacks on 
our Constitutional freedoms. 

You know you can count on SOF for the news the 
mainstream press will report months after the fact... 
or not at all. 

Now, during this rare, limited-time offer, you'll 
receive every future issue of SOF. Come on board for 
the long haul and don't miss any of our exciting future. 
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M4 Seber Tool 


are in a tux or your 
dress blues. 

typical of the 
micro-genre are the 
M3 and M4 Seber 
Tools by SeberTech. 
Most can-do types 
don’t feel dressed these days unless they are 
carrying some sort of tool, and although 
these Seber Tools and not a toolbox on your 
hip, and are a handy assortment of contin¬ 
gency help in your watch pocket. 

The M3 subcompact folding tool fea¬ 
tures fine pliers with interlocking teeth plus 
a serrated and radiused interior maw for 
gripping larger objects, nuts, etc., and a 
wire cutter/stripper. The butt of each han¬ 
dle is a large Phillips or regular (square- 
bar) screwdriver respectively, and folding 
from each handle is a fine regular and 
Phillips screwdriver. The folding handles 
feature poly washers for smooth operation, 
and a right-angle stop on the large screw¬ 
drivers, and the unit itself folds over a key 
ring. Fully open, the tool is 3-5/16” overall, 
and a compact 1-3/4” folded. Made of 
hardened tool steel and bead-blasted. Don’t 
expect to rebuild your engine with these, 
but you just might be very happy to have 
them along some time when you have to 
tinker it back to life. And handy anytime to 
work on the various mechanical things 
with which modem man clutters his life. 
Lifetime warranty, of course. 

The M4 Seber Tool is a somewhat more 
sophisticated contraption that features a 
good assortment of micro tools that lock 
into place — a good idea for tiny tools 
intended to work on tiny apparatuses. 
Included are a pen knife, tweezers, nail file, 
cap lifter, fine pliers with a radiused and ser¬ 
rated maw on the pliers for larger objects, 
wire cutters, small and large square-bar 
screwdrivers, and a large Phillips screwdriv¬ 
er. It is made from stainless steel, is avail¬ 
able in a black oxide or bead-blasted finish. 
Dimensionally similar to the M3, it weighs 
1.6 ounces. Also with lifetime warranty. 

Available from SeberTech LLC, 
Dept. SOF, 2438 Cades Way, Vista, CA 
92083; phone: 888-806-8225; or from 
dealers all over. ^ 



Precision Crofted SOHA1G 



Chambers the 
50BMG cartridge! 


All steel construction 

• 30.4 pounds • 45.5 inch LOA 

• Thumb safety and bolt stop safety 

• Very low recoil, like a 12 gauge shotgun 

• Single shot breech loading bolt action bull pup 

• Match grade chamber (requires match grade ammo) 

• 36 inch 1:16 twist heavy barrel with compensator 

• 4340 alloy steel bolt (Mil Spec 5000), heat treated to 46 R/C 
•4140 alloy steel receiver, heat treated to 42 R/C 

• Comes complete with bipod, scope mount, leather cheek pad 
and hard carry case. Scope sold separately. 

Unsurpassed Accuracy and Impact! 

TRIPOD AND 
PINTEL MOUNT 

Lightweight tripod with positive locking eleva¬ 
tion and windage adjustment . Perfect for lock¬ 
ing the Grizzly 50 Big Boar on target! A vari¬ 
ety of large game species have been taken 
using a tripod equipped Grizzly 50 Big Boar! 
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SOVIET UNION 

SOF Celebrates Kalashnikov’s 80th 



There can be no doubt that Mikhail 
T. Kalashnikov is a Russian national 
treasure, held in the highest regard by 
both the Russian government and 
all its people. Russia is presently in 
desperate need of a genuine hero. 

One whose accomplishments are 
recognized at the international 
level. A man who portrays all of 
the personality traits we expect 
of those elevated to this status: 
humility, morality, intelligence, 
eloquence and the ability to lead 
others. Mikhail Kalashnikov is 
all this and much more. 

I have come to know him, 
and his family, well. I have met 
with him several times in the 
United States and three times now 
in Russia. In 1994, I traveled to 
Izhevsk for the occasion of his 75th 
birthday. In 1997, I went to Izhevsk 
for the 50th anniversary of the AK47, 
the rifle that brought him the acclaim he 
so richly deserves. It’s been estimated that 
70 million Kalashnikov rifles have been 
manufactured. We will never know how many 
for sure, but no other military small arm has ever 
been produced in quantities even approaching the num¬ 
ber of AKs produced. Most recently, during the second week 
in November 1999,1 was present at the 80th birthday celebrations 
for a designer who must surely rank with, and possibly even above, 


John C. Garand and Eugene Stoner. 

I would never have believed for a moment 
when we were in Afghanistan in 1983 that 
someday the world would so change that 
I would sit down to dinner with a hero 
of the Soviet Union who designed the 
rifle that symbolized everything I 
r as fighting against with all the 
)assion and energy within me. 
How incredible. On this third 18- 
hour train ride from Moscow to 
Izhevsk I once again had ample 
{ opportunity to gaze out the win- 
i dow at the snow-covered 
| immenseness that is Russia and 
contemplate this unbelievable 
turn of events. 

Kalashnikov’s 80th birthday 
celebrations were sponsored by 
ihc Izhevsk Mechanical Plant 
(IZHMECH), which is well- 
■ known for its manufacture of the 
Makarov and PSM pistols and 
Baikal shotguns. The trip included 
several private dinners with General 
T Kalashnikov, the Tula Small Arms 
Museum (where they sell the Russian 
edition of Soldier Of Fortune) outside of 
Moscow, the Tchaikovsky Museum in 
Votkinsk, which is not far from Izhevsk, the 
official 80th Jubilee ceremonies at the opera 
house in Izhevsk followed by a private VIP dinner 
party, hunting at a private lodge owned by the Electrical 
Mechanical Plant (they make missile-launching vehicles), and 
most importantly for SOF readers, the opportunity to examine and 
fire a group of new pistols manufactured by IZHMECH. ^ 



(left) SOF’s Technical Editor, Peter G. 
Kokalis, presents custom-made Randall 
knife with a mammoth-tusk handle to 
General Kalashnikov on the occasion of 
his 80th birthday. As per Russian tradi¬ 
tion, Kokalis holds the obligatory coin 
Kalashnikov gave him when presented 
with the gift of a knife, (right) Hunting 
lodge outside of Izhevsk where private 
events were held for the benefit of 
Kalashnikov’s American friends. 
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(above, left) The Electrical Mechanical Plant, which owns and operates the hunting lodge, 
manufactures both wheeled missile-launching vehicles as shown and a tracked version, 
(above, right) The GRACH (Rook) pistol, with a military designation of 6P35, is presently 
undergoing trials for adoption of a new Russian service pistol. It is chambered for a 9x19mm 
cartridge which features the RG-057 hard steel-core bullet. The GRACH has a steel frame with 
a 17-round magazine. Operation is short-recoil, locked-breech with a lug on the barrel that 
locks into the ejection port, (left) Originally designed for covert police use and chambered ini¬ 
tially for the unusual 5.45x18mm round, the blowback-operated PSM is now available in .22 
LR with a five-round magazine. 


(above, inset) The new Russian Makarov with a polymer frame. 
Chambered for the 9mm Makarov round, it has a 12-round maga¬ 
zine. The only design change was the addition of a disassembly 
lever, (right) The MP-446 VIKING is a 9mm Parabellum pistol with 
a polymer frame and fully adjustable rear sights. It has an 
exposed hammer and is the “expert” version of the GRACH. 




(above) The MP-445C VARYAG (the Norman warrior who founds 
ed the Russian state) is a 9mm Parabellum pistol with a polymer 
frame. Short-recoil, locked-breech operation, with locking in the 
ejection port, this pistol features double/single-action trigger 
system, an exposed hammer and a 13-round magazine. 




■ 
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Investigative Travesty Thrown Out Of Court 


by James L. Pa fa 

Photos courtosy Donald Komse 


F or many male Baby Boomers like Don Komse, growing 
up in the decades following World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam, a chance to rummage through olive-drab cloth¬ 
ing, jump boots and other canvas-smelling treasures 
piled in military surplus stores was almost as good as a 
trip to the candy store. 

Surplus stores not only were good places to buy outdoor cloth¬ 
ing and camping equipment: In those days, playing war was an 
accepted rite of passage for small boys, not some “disorder’ for 
which therapy and a prescription for the latest behavior-modifying 
drug were recommended. Boys could be boys, and the steel helmets, 
web gear, canteens, ammo pouches, jungle hammocks and other 
martial accoutrements fired young imaginations and provided real¬ 
istic props for wide-ranging outdoor play. 

Now, playing war, or doing anything remotely related to guns — 
even hunting — is considered by many New Age parents as 
“unhealthy.” So their pasty-faced kids avoid fresh air and sunshine 
and instead hunker behind closed bedroom doors, in front of flick¬ 
ering computer monitors. Dressed in the patriotically colored labels 
of sporty high fashion, wearing the best athletic footware that $150 
can buy, these kids gaze for hours on end at bloody cyber-vis ions 
and murderous images of mayhem flitting before their glazed eyes. 

The popular perception of militaria began to change due, in large 
part, to homefront propaganda during the Vietnam War, when any¬ 
thing of a vaguely military nature — even Boy Scouts — came to 
be seen in a negative light. 

But not for people with old-fashioned values like Don Komse, 34. 
In this atmosphere of social angst in the aftermath of Vietnam, 
many college ROTC training programs folded, and patriotism 
became unhip. Ironically, the same anti-establishment types who 
thought patriotism was corny embraced cast-off military clothing as 
cool, proto-grunge duds for long-haired, pot-smoking protesters 
who skipped classes for the latest fete du jour . 

Political correctness in those days meant dressing like you 
shopped at Fredericks of Khe Sanh. 

Be that as it may, most mom-and-pop surplus businesses 
remained economic, wholesome places to browse and buy. And 
Komse, 34, whose boyhood affinity for military salvage would one 
day lead him into the surplus business, and perhaps influenced him 
to join the Marine Corps, never imagined that his all-American inter¬ 
est in militaria would land him in front of a federal judge, facing a 
possible 10 years in prison for the alleged theft of military property. 

But Komse, a standout Marine sergeant in a reserve unit in West 
Palm Beach, Fla., the 4th Air-Naval Gunfire Liaison Company 



Donald and Robin Kornse on their wedding day, with their infant son, 
Donnie. When Robin became pregnant, Don said it was “a matter of 
honor,” so he married her, not knowing about her teen-age history of 
crime, substance abuse and mental health problems. She repaid him by 
lying about his surplus business, telling police he stole equipment from 
the Marine Corps, After years of agony, prolonged by hell-bent investi¬ 
gators and a malicious prosecution, Komse was cleared and, finally, 
won custody of his son. 


(ANGLICO), never imagined that the Pentagon would so complete¬ 
ly lose control of what types of surplus were put up for auction to 
the public. 

Neither did David B. Barrington, a one-time criminal investiga¬ 
tor for the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), which oversees the 
Defense Reutilization and Marketing Service (DRMS), the entity 
that manages — that verb is used advisedly here, as the reader will 
learn — the Pentagon’s 113 auction sites. 


40 


www.SDfmao.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ APRIL EOOO 







Barrington and Komse met in a most unlikely way. Barrington 
was listed as a defense witness at Komse’s trial in August 1998, 
along with a former federal prosecutor and several other Pentagon 
criminal investigators. 


Law Enforcement For The Defense 
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“It was the only time in more than 20 years in law enforcement 
that I sided with the defense in a criminal case,” Barrington told 
Soldier Of Fortune in a telephone interview from Fort Worth, Texas, 
where he is now a lieutenant with the detective bureau in the Tarrant 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

The Pentagon’s inventory-control problems with salvage auc¬ 
tions, which became the centerpiece of Komse’s defense strategy, 
are not new, Barrington told SOF . He mentioned congressional 
hearings held in July 1972, when the late Senator John McClellan’s 
Armed Services Subcommittee on Investigations revealed “a mili¬ 
tary disposal system which was completely out of control. Cases 
involving the improper sale of automatic weapons, missiles and sen¬ 
sitive components of every variety were cited. Military officials 
promised swift action to correct the problems.” 

But those promises were empty, and the problems only got 
worse, especially with the end of the Cold War and the massive 
reduction of military troop strength. And no wonder. When Defense 
Secretary William Cohen was undergoing confirmation by the 
Senate in January 1997, he noted that the Pentagon intended to dis¬ 
pose of about half of the $103 billion in equipment inventory stored 
in warehouses around the globe. The target date? 2002. 

As a result, Barrington said, military surplus auctions became “flood¬ 
ed ... with state-of-the-art military weapons systems, satellite communi¬ 
cations systems and sensitive military electronics, such as guidance 
components for sophisticated guided missiles and guided bombs.” 

Gradually, word got around that Uncle Sam was, in effect, 
putting much of his best military equipment on the auction block. 
This attracted less-benign bargain-hunters, definitely not members 
of the Better Business Bureau. Surplus auctions “once frequented 
only by legitimate scrap dealers and surplus buyers were suddenly 
being targeted by foreign governments, arms dealers and shady 
characters eager to make a buck,” Barrington said. 

Don Komse was not one of the latter. Like any good business¬ 
man, he wanted to make a profit. But he also just loved military sur¬ 
plus. And he didn’t buy it at these Pentagon auctions. Instead, he 
obtained inventory through purchases and trades with other retail¬ 
ers, many times at gun shows. 

According to Komse, there are three things in his life that he 
loved most: his infant son, Donnie; the Marine Corps and his salvage 
business, which supplemented his income as a restaurant manager. 


Who’s Minding The Store? Who’s Tending To Justice? 

In his worst nightmare, Komse could never have imagined that 
the Pentagon’s carelessness with auctioned inventory would com¬ 
bine with the cynical, win-at-any-cost sense of “justice” of Defense 
Department investigators and a federal prosecutor to cost Komse his 
daytime job, his salvage business, his Marine Corps career and, for 
a time, custody of his son. 

Komse’s nightmare began with his marriage, he told SOF. He 
and a buddy, another Marine Corps reservist, were sharing a nice, 
four-bedroom house in south Florida. Komse’s roommate befriend¬ 
ed a young woman who was trying to escape a life of drug addic¬ 
tion, crime and homelessness. 

The two men decided to let her move in and help her get her life 
back on the right track. After a few weeks, the woman’s sister, Robin, 
came down from New England to visit. Komse said a relationship 
developed and, very soon, Robin told him she was pregnant. 

Komse, who describes himself as “a man of honor,” decided to 
marry Robin, and they did so in October of 1995. But Komse was 
unaware of Robin’s history as a teen, for drug abuse, crime and 
months of in-patient mental health treatment. Her psychological 
problems soon surfaced, though, and when differences on morality 
and child-rearing surfaced, arguments ensued in which, Komse said, 
Robin would get physically violent. 

“I guess you could say I was a battered husband,” Komse said. 
“But I never fought back. I was taught that a man never hits a woman.” 


Don Kornse (left) visits with Art Alphin, a retired Army officer and West 
Point instructor, at the SOF Convention. Both men have something in 
common: high moral standards and a deep-seated dedication to a coun¬ 
try whose law enforcement agents ignored exonerating evidence in an 
attempt at malicious prosecution. 


When lurid news reports appeared about Kornse allegedly stealing mil¬ 
itary property and being “the next Timothy McVeigh,” Kornse’s buddy, 
Cpl. Andre Rivera, stuck by him. Indeed, it was the refusal of Komse’s 
Marine unit, including officers, to abandon a man they knew was inno¬ 
cent, that helped sustain Kornse through a grueling travesty of justice. 


Marine Corps Sgt. Ron Caniiao (left) stops by at the Soldier Of Fortune 
Convention to lend moral support to Don Kornse, right, who had a 
booth to raise public awareness about his malicious prosecution on 
trumped-up charges by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
and the Pentagon’s Defense Criminal Investigative Service. 













During this time, Komse sought the moral support of his fellow 
Marines. 

“He is a devoted father,” Lieutenant Colonel Duane Van Fleet, Jr. 
wrote in one letter of support. “Even as the problems with his wife 
increased, he remained loyal and loving to her to a fault.” 

Despite Komse’s long-suffering patience, the marriage deterio¬ 
rated further. Just over a year after their marriage, Robin disap¬ 
peared for three days. He filed a missing person report. She returned 
and tried to claim custody of the child, which Komse refused. Robin 
tried to get a restraining order against Komse. But when she was 
asked if Komse had ever assaulted her, she said no and was told no 
such order could be issued. 

That’s when she called the local sheriff’s department and 
made false accusations about Kornse. She told deputies that the 
surplus military equipment he had stored in a rental locker had 
been stolen from his Marine Corps unit, and that the locker con¬ 
tained dangerous explosives and weapons. (She would later lie 
under oath and make other false 
statements, crimes she acknowl¬ 
edged in testimony in divorce hear¬ 
ings. After months of heart- 
wrenching delays, Kornse would 
finally regain custody of his son.) 

Smithers, Unleash The Hounds 

The sheriff’s department referred 
the case to the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco and Firearms, which called 
in the Defense Criminal Investi¬ 
gative Service (DCIS). Several 
months passed as Robin’s false alle¬ 
gations were passed along, and in the 
interim, the couple got back togeth¬ 
er, but only temporarily. 

A month after their reconcilia¬ 
tion, deputies served a search war¬ 
rant on the rental storage unit where 
Komse kept the inventory for his 
surplus business. Among the items 
they found were fuse igniters, safety 
fuse, some blasting caps, gas masks, 
helmets, flak jackets, sleeping bags, a Chinese-made, military-style, 
semi-automatic rifle and a shotgun. 

On 23 April 1997, Komse was arrested by ATF and DCIS agents, 
who alleged that the “explosives” were illegal and had been stolen 
from the U.S. military, along with the other equipment, 

“The ATF grossly botched this case,” Komse’s attorney, Chris 
Mancini, of Miami, said at the time. “They are suffering from the 
Timothy McVeigh syndrome,” referring to the convicted Oklahoma 
City truck bomber now under a death sentence. Mancini also told 
the local newspaper that the affidavit for a search warrant contained 
false statements, and that they had not properly investigated whether 
the equipment was actually stolen. 

DCIS Special Agent Geoffrey Cherrington, who signed the 
sworn affidavit in support of a search warrant application, made 
some extraordinary claims. For instance, he claimed that “I have 
participated in ... all criminal investigative matters involving the 
Defense Department... Such equipment would not normally be sold 
as surplus by the Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office.” 

“Amazing,” said Barrington, a colleague of Cherrington’s who 
refuted Cherrington’s claim. (Barrington was not involved in the 
Komse case until he signed on as a defense witness.) 

Ignore The forest; Chop The Tree 

“These [investigators] are the same people I told about a guy in 
Miami, with missiles stored in a warehouse that were going to Iran 
— a guy who had prior convictions for illegal weapons trafficking. 
This was referred to the same DCIS office that handled the Komse 
case, and they did nothing. But then they take off on this Mickey 
Mouse case about blasting caps and time fuses.” 

In testimony before Congress in 1997, and on the CBS News 
magazine 60 Minutes , Barrington detailed numerous times how the 


Pentagon’s property disposal system has broken down to the point 
that weapons and other sensitive materiel that is not supposed to go 
into civilian commerce is auctioned off to the highest bidder 
because of an emphasis on profits, poorly trained personnel and a 
property classification system that doesn’t work. 

According to Barrington, “hundreds of military items which 
were classified ‘Secret’ or ‘Confidential’ slip through the system 
and go to auction.” 

As examples he is personally aware of, he cited “key compo¬ 
nents of Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles, electronic warfare 
equipment, sophisticated weapons fire control equipment, entire 
missiles and missile launchers, automatic weapons, guided bombs, 
cluster bombs, coders and decoders, secure communications equip¬ 
ment” and much more. 

Barrington said he became so frustrated by having his investiga¬ 
tions stymied “at the political level” that he finally resigned his 
DCIS job in 1997. And, if the Government Accounting Office can 

be believed, the system has gotten 
worse, not better. 

During FY 1998, GAO investiga¬ 
tors making spot checks documented 
$2.7 billion in DOD property that 
was shipped out from military units 
for disposal that was never recorded 
as received by the disposal offices. 

DOD’s own records indicate that, 
for the 12-month period ending 31 
March 1998, more than 50% of the 
dollar-value of property that was 
shipped as surplus for disposal, but 
never showed up on inventories at 
Pentagon disposal sites, involved 
materiel that could be easily sold by 
a thief to terrorists, unfriendly for¬ 
eign agents and other criminals who 
might have difficulty obtaining the 
items through regular commerce. 
These items, the GAO reported, 
included such sensitive items as 
communications gear, aircraft parts 
and various weapons components. 

Pentagon brass defended the sloppy inventory records by saying 
that “in many instances” the property is actually delivered to the dis¬ 
posal site and sold through proper channels, but is “incorrectly 
reported” as not received “because the systems used to track the 
property are not reliable.” 

Unhappy Watchdog 

But the Pentagon, according to the GAO, “does not know the sta¬ 
tus of property being shipped to disposal because of the question¬ 
able accuracy of data and lack of adherence to control procedures.” 

The disposal of military surplus comes under the control of the 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Logistics and the DLA. 
Each branch of the military decides what inventories have surplus, 
and identify the specific materiel. Once that determination is made, 
the DRMS, a DLA entity, becomes responsible for the surplus. 

Before being offered to the public, property may be redistributed 
within DOD, or transferred to other federal agencies. Dangerous 
equipment, or anything vital to national security, is supposed to be 
demilitarized, or “demiled.” But thousands of items slip through to 
auction in their original and potentially dangerous state. 

Cherrington probably knew that when he investigated Komse, 
Barrington said. More importantly, Cherrington knew that the blast¬ 
ing caps, time fuse and other items he said had been stolen by 
Komse from the military had, in fact, been auctioned off by the 
Pentagon. The blasting caps, for instance, had been sold to the 
Colombian Air Force, which then resold them in the United States. 

The ATF established this with a single phone call, defense attor¬ 
ney Mancini said. But the prosecution failed to disclose this to 
Komse and his attorney until well after his trial had begun. It 
became apparent even before that trial, in a hearing on a motion to 
suppress evidence, that Cherrington had lied in his search warrant. 



Donald Kornse Sr. (left) and his wife, Diane, right, watch 
proudly as Donald Jr. Is promoted to sergeant by Lt. Col. 
Duane Van Fleet. Van Fleet would later testify that Pentagon 
investigator agent Geoffrey Cherrington lied in a sworn affi¬ 
davit about what Van Fleet told him. When Van Fleet refused 
to tell Cherrington what he wanted to hear about Kornse, 
Cherrington threatened to ruin the careers of Van Fleet and 
other officers at 4th ANGLICO. 
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He wrote down what he wanted to hear to support the allegations — 
not what witnesses told him. 

The two key witnesses were Lieutenant Colonel Duane Van Fleet 
and Major Jeffrey Winn, both of 4th ANGLICO. 

Beyond Sloppy Investigation 

Cherrington’s affidavit misspelled Van Fleet’s first and last 
names and misidentified the Lieutenant Colonel as “Commander, 
Fourth Marine Division.” It also incorrectly identified Van Fleet as 
the commanding officer of Komse’s unit, when he was an instruc¬ 
tor-inspector. 

Cherrington’s affidavit also alleged that Van Fleet told the crim¬ 
inal investigator that “there was no legitimate military requirement 
for Komse to have this military equipment. Lieutenant Colonel Van 
Fleet further advised that Komse could have access to the ammuni¬ 
tion because Komse is a firearms instructor. Komse could have had 
access to the pyrotechnic devices because he does training with the 
explosive ordnance division and other active mil¬ 
itary combat units, and Komse could have access 
to the other equipment because Komse is a supply 
specialist...” 

Under questioning by Komse’s defense attor¬ 
ney, Chris Mancini, of Miami, Van Fleet said the 
entire statement was untrue, and that “the last 
statements ... are the most glaring inaccuracies.” 

He explained that what he actually told 
Cherrington was considerably more detailed, that 
Komse is what is known in the Marine Corps as a 
preliminary firearms instructor, or PMI. 

“PMIs are simply the people who go along the 
firing line and correct positions, firing techniques, 
et cetera,” Van Fleet testified. “They do not draw 
ammunition.” 

Van Fleet said he also told Cherrington that 
4th ANGLICO has not been on the firing range in 
the 16 months that Van Fleet had been with the 
unit — key fact that Cherrington neglected to 
include in his sworn affidavit. 

“Did you tell him specifically that there was a linkage between 
his instructing and his access to ammunition ...?” Mancini asked. 

1B0 Degrees From Truth 

“No,” replied Van Fleet. “I did exactly the opposite ... I 
explained the difference between PMIs and the supply guys that 
draw the ammunition ... [And] because someone’s in supply ... it 
doesn’t necessarily mean that he has complete access to everything 
that’s in supply ... The PM I has no relationship actually drawing 
ammunition on a rifle range.” 

“Did you at any time make any statement to Mr. Cherrington to 
the effect that Komse would have access to pyrotechnic devices 
because he does training with [the] explosive ordnance division and 
other active military combat units?” Mancini asked. 

“No,” Van Fleet responded. 

“Allow me to read it again,” Mancini said, repeating that portion 
of Cherrington’s sworn affidavit. “Did you tell him what it say he 
attributes to you as a quote?” 

“No,” Van Fleet said. “We’re a reserve unit. Pop-up flares, that type 
of thing, are kind of unusual for us to have, to be very honest with you. 
We use some smoke occasionally in our parachute operations, but very 
rarely do we use any kind of pyrotechnics. And... training with explo¬ 
sive ordnance? There’s nothing [like that] in our mission ...” 

Van Fleet went on to testify that “Mr. Cherrington, [in] my opin¬ 
ion as a professional military officer, would never listen to my 
explanations ... He already knew the answer before I started the 
explanation ... My explanation was not acceptable ... to Mr. 
Cherrington as an explanation. There are some people, sir, that are 
just not willing to listen. Because as we went along, we always came 
back to the same thing... I could never make Mr. Cherrington under¬ 
stand what I was saying ...” 

When Cherrington and another DCIS agent didn’t hear what they 
wanted to hear from Van Fleet and another 4th ANGLICO officer, the 
investigators began to make not-so-veiled threats, Van Fleet testified. 


Big, Bad Brother 

“I was the recipient of intimidation,” Van Fleet said. “If you 
don’t do this, this is going to happen ... He told me he was going to 
smear the Marine Corps ... all over the local newspapers ... because 
I wasn’t cooperating.” 

The Marine officer said he was told by the DCIS agents that “we 
have burned a Navy captain, an Army colonel and we’re certainly 
not worried about a Marine Corps lieutenant colonel.” 

Mancini also called Capt. Richard A. Hollen, Jr., another 4th 
ANGLICO officer who was with Van Fleet when the senior officer 
was interviewed by Cherrington. Hollen also testified under oath 
that Van Fleet did not make the statements attributed to him by 
Cherrington in Cherrington’s affidavit. 

Cherrington, according to Hollen’s testimony, characterized 
Komse as “the next Timothy McVeigh,” who is under a death sen¬ 
tence in the bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma City. 
Cherrington also called Komse a “right-wing wacko,” the witness 
testified. And Hollen said Van Fleet com¬ 
plained about Cherrington’s misquoting him in 
the affidavit. 

Van Fleet said his conversations with 
Cherrington were “like talking to a brick wall,” 
Hollen testified. 

Yet another witness from 4th ANGLICO, 
Capt. Jeffrey Winn, testified that he heard 
Cherrington accuse the Marine Corps of trying 
to obstruct his investigation by lying to him. He 
said Cherrington told him that lot numbers found 
on some gas masks stored in Komse’s rental 
locker were traced back to 4th ANGLICO, an 
allegation that was not true. 

Once Assistant U.S. Attorney Tom 
Lanigan, who called Cherrington as his main 
prosecution witness, finished presenting his 
case, U.S. District Court Judge Norman C. 
Roettger dismissed the charges, saying that the 
government had failed to prove that anything 
seized from Komse’s locker was stolen. 

Worst Case In 3D Years On Bench 

“This is the worst case I’ve seen the government bring in as long 
as I can remember, ” said the judge, who has been on the bench for 
more than 30 years. He severely reprimanded Lanigan for his poor 
performance, and said he came close to having Lanigan “thrown out 
of court.” 

Defense attorney Mancini wrote a letter of complaint to 
Lanigan’s boss, U.S. Attorney Tom Scott, detailing the many offens¬ 
es of Lanigan and Cherrington and asking for a full internal investi¬ 
gation. Within two weeks, he received a reply stating that his alle¬ 
gations had been “fully” investigated and both the prosecutor and 
the Pentagon agent had been cleared. 

“This case has been a lie and a miscarriage of justice from the 
start,” said Komse, who now has pending a lawsuit against the feds 
for malicious prosecution. “I can’t believe what they put me 
through.” 

Nor can Barrington. 

“Komse was an easy mark,” Barrington told SOF. “They figured 
he’d probably try to get a plea bargain. But he decided to fight for 
what’s right. And that’s something they don’t understand or appre¬ 
ciate. It was embarrassing for me to sit there in court and watch. 

“The worst part is for the taxpayer, who must bear the brunt of bil¬ 
lions of dollars in research and development costs that, because of this 
broken-down system, are sold in scrap piles for pennies a pound. 

“But worst of all,” said Barrington, himself a combat veteran, “is 
for our troops, who one day will have to face the consequences on 
the battlefield, and may very well pay with their lives. They’ll come 
home in body bags because some nimrod in the Pentagon was more 
worried about profit. What went on when I worked at the Pentagon 
was revolting.” 

James L. Pate is a frequent contributor to Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine. ^ 



Former DLA criminal investigator 
David B. Barrington, in Desert 
Storm. In a life-long career in law- 
enforcement, Kornse’s case was 
the only time Barrington was a 
defense witness. 
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

SOF 3-GUN TACTICAL MATCH 


Text & Photos by Chris Mayer 



F reedom, and two of the things that make it possible, skill- 
at-arms and the warrior tradition, are what the leftist 
power brokers of the world have attempted to smother in 
the United States and throughout the world. They have 
succeeded in a good portion of the world, but it has been 
more than an uphill battle in America. Our country was found¬ 
ed on the ideal of freedom and it was skill-at-arms and the war¬ 
rior tradition that has enforced the continued existence of the 
United States of America thus far. 

In the desert foothills west of Las Vegas, 240 competitors 
from throughout the United States and several foreign countries 
met to test their skill at arms during three days of shooting in the 
20th Anniversary 1999 Soldier Of Fortune 3-Gun Match. Once 
again, with Match Director Michael Home at the helm, their 
skill and determination would be put to the ultimate trial at the 
Desert Sportsman’s Range facility during nine challenging 
stages of fire. 

For the past 14 years, Michael Home has been the guiding 
force behind the operation of the SOF Match. His involvement 
in practical shooting began in the early 197Qs, in Southern 
California, with the Southwest Pistol League, and continued as 
an instructor at Gunsite under Jeff Cooper. 

Home and his staff designed the stages. They were intended 
to examine the abilities and expertise of the competitor with the 
pistol, rifle, and shotgun. The scenarios were varied and chal¬ 
lenging, requiring movement, the use of cover, and marksman¬ 
ship skills that tested even the most experienced shooters. 

The Desert Sportsman’s Range is located in the foothills nine 
miles west of the Las Vegas Strip. The range complex consists of 
18 pistol, rifle, and shotgim ranges encompassing an area of 460 
acres. The Desert Sportsman’s Rifle and Pistol Club runs the pri¬ 
vately operated facility with a membership of over 1,000. 

A wide variety of weaponry was used by the competitors 
during the match. The Colt 1911 and its various clones were the 
predominate handguns, followed closely by a variety of Glock 
models. The shotguns of choice were generally semi-automatic, 
either Benelli or Remington ll-87s, with Remington 870s and 
one Winchester 1897 thrown in for variety. The rifle category 


i | 




was dominated by the Eugene Stoner-designed AR15, be it of 
Colt manufacture or from one of the many other companies that 
produce a similar weapon. 

Off And Running 

Stage 1 — The LZ, Director: Richard Haddad. The Landing 
Zone required the competitor to run some 25 yards to the first 
of four shoot areas and engage an ambush group of three enemy 
from each area. Ranges on the targets varied from 120 to 220 
yards. One target, that was to be engaged from each shooting 




area, was only visible from that area. Movement through the 
four locations and the subsequent return to two of them, was all 
counted in the shooters’ raw time score. The maximum time that 
was allowed to complete this stage was 180 seconds. 

Stage 2 — Rifle Exercises* Director: David Boyd. This 
stage consisted of four separate strings of fire from 275, 150, 
100, and 50 yards with decreasing time allowances and a total 
of 42 rounds fired. Targets were positioned in close proximity 
with a head target flanked by SOF full-upper-torso targets. 
With each successive string, the allowed time was com¬ 
pressed, the number of rounds fired was increased, and posi- 
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tion firing was introduced, with the head target addressed only 
from the 50-yard mark. 

Stage 3 — Rifle Enfilade, Director: Mike Lackey. The Rifle 
Enfilade was a lateral movement exercise that included the use 
of cover and the engagement of both moving and stationary tar¬ 
gets at a range of 100 yards. The shooter fired from the four dif¬ 
ferent shoot areas moving between each of them in order and 
then returning to #2 and #4, for a total of six firing positions. The 
moving target was to be fired on with two rounds as it appeared 
in each of the four windows and the stationary targets, in the bot¬ 
tom of three of the windows, were also to be addressed. The 
moving target traversed from the right to the left and then a 
reverse trip was made. Shooting was only 
allowed while the moving target was actually in 
motion, which was approximately 30 seconds. 

Stage 4 — Pistol Enfilade, Director: \ 

Phillip Wyatt. This pistol stage duplicated the 

Rifle enfilade with the range reduced to 20 

yards. A. 

Stage 5 — Increasing Distance/Diminishing 'Ob ^ 
Time, Directors: Sam Waidelich and Bill Johnson. 

Divided into two separate parts, this stage challenged 
the competitors’ speed, accuracy, and confidence. 

The diminishing time portion was shot from 15 
yards with a SOF target centered between two lines 
of seven 10-inch and 6-inch steel dropping targets 
to the right and left respectively. All firing was 
done from the holster with the competitor facing 
the target line. As the time decreased from five 
seconds, in intervals of one-half second, the shoot¬ 
er was to place two shots in the torso of the card- * # 
board target and drop one of the steel targets. 

Additional score being earned if the 6-inch steel tar¬ 
get was chosen over the 10-inch. This process was 
continued until the shooter failed to complete a string within the 
given time limit or he completed all seven strings with the last 
one having a time limit of only two seconds. 

For the increasing distance phase, the competitor faced 
seven steel silhouette falling targets, Starting position was of his 
choice, either from the guard position or from the holster. Guard 
allowed two seconds for each string and from the holster, he was 
given two-and-one-half seconds. The range was marked from 5 
to 50 yards in 5-yard increments. Points were earned, one for 
every yard of range, with each successful hit. 

Starting at any range between 5 and 20 yards, the shooter 
would draw and fire one round within the given time limit. He 
would then move 5 yards farther away from the target and repeat 
the process seven times, with his last attempt occurring between 
35 and 50 yards depending on his start position. 

Stage 6 — Pistol/Shotgun Option, Director: A1 Newell. 
Moving through a maze of trucks, trailers, and other obstacles, 
the competitor was faced with 16 steel targets of various sizes. 
Movement, the use of cover, and the ability to find targets among 
a myriad of obstacles were the keys to success in this stage. 

Stage 7 — Fighting Pits, Director: Seth Whitmire. This was 


a shotgun-only stage consisting of four strings of fire. Shooters 
were allowed only 20 seconds to move, engage four reactive 10- 
inch steel plates, take cover in a fighting pit, and reload before 
the next string of fire would begin. Only four rounds were to be 
loaded, regardless of magazine capacity, for each portion of this 
stage. The last two strings involved six plates necessitating the 
loading of two rounds during the firefight. 

Stage 8 — Home Invasion, Director: Johnny Wilson. Home 
Invasion was a multi-weapon stage using the pistol, shotgun, and 
rifle. Starting in a small room, shoot area #1, the competitor 
began with a holstered empty pistol and a partly loaded maga¬ 
zine. When the start signal was given, he had to top off his mag¬ 
azine from loose rounds in a small tray. Five seconds later, a door 
directly in front of him would swing open, revealing four hostile 
targets that he was to engage from cover. He then obtained his 
pre-positioned shotgun and additional ammunition from the 
comer of the room at shoot area #2, opened the small win¬ 
dow at that location, and was confronted by three more 

I targets. Moving to areas three, four, and five progressive¬ 
ly, the shooter was confronted by nine additional targets. 
The stage ended when he obtained his rifle at area #6 to 
engage two long-range targets. Only 150 seconds were 
allowed to complete the entire stage. 

Team Stage, Director: Lyle Wyatt. Requiring 
|t movement and co-ordination, the team was con¬ 
fronted by a line of three defensive positions and 24 
$ reactive steel targets. The members were assigned 
r H as a rifleman, two shotgun men, and a pistol shoot- 
er/ammo bearer. 

The rifleman was trapped at shoot area #1 and all 
| others were to start at shoot area #2. The exercise 
began with the rifleman’s engagement of six targets; 
however, he was supplied with only five rounds of 
ammunition. When his rounds were expended, he 
would call for more ammo. Plates were downed at shoot area #2 
and then the team moved laterally to resupply their rifleman. 

Movement to each successive shoot area could not be made 
until each shooter engaged a designated group of targets. The 
ammo bearer would finally arrive at the rifleman’s position to 
supply him with ammunition. The rifleman finished his first set 
of plates and repeated them again. The pistol man engaged his 
set of six targets and the rifleman completed the stage with a hit 
on the strike plate. 

W^hen these world-class warriors completed their three days 
of combat in the Nevada desert, all were winners. They had pre¬ 
vailed over others, or themselves, to prove their skill-at-arms. 

Chris Mayer is a 30-year law enforcement officer and long¬ 
time firearms instructor who resides in Southern California . 

Readers please note: The 2000 SOF 3-Gun Match will be held 
from 10-14 October at the Desert Sportsmans Range near Las 
Vegas . For Match info and applications, send a SASE to Michael 
Horne, Match Director, 4128 Abbott Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93312; 
or visit our web site at http :iImembers.aol.comisof scoring . X 
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Stage 4: Pistol Enfilade- 
Movement, use of cover, and 
moving target engagement were 
the keys to success in 
the Pistol Enfilade. 


Stage 6: Pistol/Shdtgun Option. 
From the first shoot area to the 
last, the competitor fought, ran, 
and crawled his way through a 
maze of obstacles* 


Stage 7: fighting 
Pits. Searching, 
shooting on Ehe 
move, and loading 
were all key factors 
in the Fighting Pits. 
A Winchester Mode* 
1897 shotgun {far 
right) ran ihe 
Fighting Pits. 
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SAILING IN 

HARM'S 


7 7 here have always been pirates. In 
today’s world we have thought of 
pirates as relics of the past, not like¬ 
ly to be encountered on the high seas 
or in territotial waters . But they are back ... 
Today’s ships, with their high-value cargoes 
and small crews ... are highly vulnerable to 
criminal predators in high-speed boats, 
armed with modern assault weapons, and 
operating in sea lanes that international car¬ 
riers must traverse. Pirates are thus able to 
make surprise attacks on unarmed merchant¬ 
men and get away with money and loot. 

Today’s piracy is more than a nuisance 
to commercial shipping. We assess it to be a 
strategic threat for several reasons: It 
affects maritime traffic in vital shipping 
lanes, particularly in Southeast Asia; 
attacks on oil supertankers hold the poten¬ 
tial to ignite environmental disasters; 


attacks by pirate craft may invite military 
reprisals; and there is a continuing problem 
off the coast of China with what amounts to 
state-sponsored piracy by some official 
Chinese craft ... 

... Nations most affected by piracy have 
chosen a low-key response, emphasizing 
police work, intelligence sharing, and some 
maritime patrols, leaving much of the 
responsibility for deterring and combating 
pirates to individual shippers... However, in 
light of the recent increase in pirate attacks, 
which almost doubled from 1994 to 1995, 
the nations most affected by piracy may be 
compelled to reconsider the kinds of actions 
that are needed to combat this growing 
threat and assure the safety of vital interna¬ 
tional commercial shipping. 

(From an abstract of a paper by William 


M. Carpenter and David G. Wiencek, at 
Symposium on International Perspectives 
on Maritime Security, sponsored by the 
Maritime Security Council.) 


f ast month we reviewed the conditions 
| that favored piracy during its first hey- 
I day in the 17th, 18th and 19th cen- 
- turies: unarmed merchanteers 
carrying valuable cargoes for which there 
was a ready black market, through waters 
remote from effective naval protection — 
and, often, permissive collusion by corrupt 
officials. With those same conditions exist¬ 
ing again today, piracy has once more poi¬ 
soned the high seas as quickly as a red tide, 
and today’s pirates are not confined to the 
international shipping lanes. They also 
work the air and international overland 
routes with a profitable abandon that belies 


48 


www.soYmag.com 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE APRIL EOOO 









Piracy Defined 

Military encyclopedias of the 1880s, 
when the community of nations was finally 
waging an effective war on this centuries- 
old scourge, define piracy as: 



Robbery on the high seas , and is an 
offense against the Law of Nations. It is a 
crime not against any particular State , but 
against all mankind , and may be punished 
in the competent tribunal of any country 
where the offender may be found , or into 
which he may be carried ' although commit - 
ted on board a foreign vessel on the high 
seas. It is of the essence of piracy that the 
pirate has no commission from a Foreign 
State, or from one belligerent State at war 
with another. Pirates being the common 
enemies of all mankind, and all Nations 
having an equal interest in their apprehen¬ 
sion and punishment, they may be lawfully 
captured on the high seas by the armed ves¬ 
sels of any particular State, and brought 
within its territorial jurisdiction for trial by 
its tribunals ... 

So, most simply defined, piracy is rob¬ 
bery upon the high seas. In more ancient 
times under English Law, piracy comprised 
anything that would have been a felony on 
land. In more recent times, what does and 
does not constitute an act of piracy has 
become a quibbling field for courts and 
lawyers pondering whether a particular act 
was piracy, terrorism, hijacking or rob- 


(left) On the archipelago of Sulu, in the 
Philippines, pirates scan the horizon for 
defenseless victims. Spread over several 
hundred square miles throughout the islands 
and archipelagoes of the South China Sea, 
many small bands of pirates roam the water 
in speed boats, killing, raping, stealing — 
sometimes even eating — their victims, 
(below) Pirates wait like spiders for a victim 
to appear on the horizon. Exact numbers of 
pirates working the Philippine archipelagoes 
are unknown — but the problem is endemic, 
from small gangs preying on small craft, to 
large operations that will custom-steal a 
freighter and/or its cargo. 


the controls and technology of 21st centu¬ 
ry governments, traders and law-enforce¬ 
ment agencies. 

In short, borrowing on their predeces¬ 
sors’ audacity, modem pirates are once again 
proving that crime does pay, at least until 
forces are marshaled against it to the point 
that the return is no longer worth the risk. 

After the effective demise of piracy at the 
turn of the last century, it was a hazard rele¬ 
gated to isolated incidents in remote waters. 
Air piracy reared its ugly head after mid-cen¬ 
tury, but represented almost entirely political, 
not profit, motive. Sporadic incidents of 
pirates seizing a yacht or small freighter were 
barely of concern to marine insurance actuar¬ 
ies. But as the 20th century rolled toward the 
new millennium there was a dramatic new 
upsurge in a problem that the civilized world 
thought it had pat behind itself. 
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SAILING IN HARM’S WAY 


bery/armed-robbery of a vessel. 

Under the United Nations Convention 
on Law of the Sea of 1982, acts of piracy 
are those committed on the high seas in a 
place outside the jurisdiction of any specif¬ 
ic state. Since most acts of piracy today take 
place within territorial waters of some sov¬ 
ereign state, statistical nit-pickers might 
assert there are thus few true acts of piracy, 
not that such hair-splitting matters a great 
deal to those who are under fire, being blud¬ 
geoned to death, robbed or having their 
valuable cargo or their entire vessel stolen. 
The International Maritime Bureau (IMB), 
a division of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC), has adopted a more real¬ 
istic definition of piracy: 

Piracy is an act of boarding any vessel 
with the intent to commit theft or any other 
crime and with the intent or capability to 
use force in the furtherance of that act. 

This is more of a real-world definition 
that pretty well encompasses everything 
except unarmed pilferage or burglary. For 
our purposes here, we will remain with the 
traditional meaning and leave semantic 
fine-tuning to the courts. 

One good manner in which to define 
modem piracy is through examples. So 
common has piracy again become, that it 
has developed its own contemporary argot. 
Although these definitions are broadly 
sweeping generalities, some types of piracy 
are named after the regions where they are 
most prevalent 

“Asian” Piracy 

“Asian” piracy is where ships are board¬ 
ed and valuables and cash are stolen from 
crews, passengers or the ships’ safes. Seldom 
are these attacks on the high seas, since most 
of the frequently navigated waters are territo¬ 
rial to a particular state. Typically, pirates 
skillfully come alongside a ship underway, 
usually at night board it and quickly take 
possession of any portable valuables avail¬ 
able. Like street muggers, as often as not 
these pirates are not violent unless resistance 
is offered, although this appears to be chang¬ 
ing. The Philip Channel between Indonesia 
and Singapore used to be a favorite hunting 
ground for such pirates, although they are 
now operating in Indonesian waters and are 
getting less “non-violent.” 

In 1998 there were 11 “officially report¬ 
ed” such attacks in the waters off Malaysia 
and one in the Indonesian part of the 
Singapore Straits, but these official num¬ 
bers probably represent a fraction of the 
actual incidents. If you are skipper of a 
small freighter whose crew just lost a few 
thousand dollars and nobody got hurt, 
would you tie up a million-dollar ship, its 



On “patrol” through island waters, well-armed pirate gang scrutinizes sea for potential victims. 
They attack anything and anybody: tourists, small freighters, fishermen. Cruel, bloodthirsty 
pirates do not always let victims go unharmed — but at first sign of armed resistance from poten¬ 
tial target, attack is called off: no sense risking if outcome is uncertain. 



“Jerry’s” pirate gang has spotted a small boat of unarmed, penniless, terrified fishermen. Rare is 
the unarmed victim who resists, as massacres are common and the least lack of cooperation is 
met with execution. Hapless fishermen are plundered of fish, nets, even fishing line — but in this 
case they were let go unharmed. 



Back on land after raiding a tourist vessel, pirate gang splits up the proceeds: rather meager this 
time; only a few handbags, bracelets and other cheap jewelry were netted. 
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cargo and crew (while the meter is running 
at about $10,000 a day), while some petty 
bureaucrats pretend to investigate the inci¬ 
dent? No. And, it’s difficult for police who 
do want to investigate, when the scene of 
the crime is steaming seaward at 15 knots. 

A commercial enterprise must work to a 
bottom line if it is to survive. This hard fact 
has also been a consideration in most com¬ 
panies not taking a pro-active approach to 
the problem of piracy there: If 
hiring shotgun-riders costs 
more than you’re likely to lose, 
then you keeps your money and 
takes your chances. 

Typical of the majority of 
incidents that are never report¬ 
ed was the experience of 
Andries Kingma, then a Dutch 
seaman, whose ship was board¬ 
ed by a gang of machete-wield¬ 
ing pirates off the coast of 
Sierra Leone. The crew was 
saved by friendly fire from a 
nearby Russian whaler. 

“Suddenly bullets were flying 
and the pirates were screaming 
and jumping overboard,” 

Kingma later told an AP 
reporter. The Russians and the 
pirates both took off. Kingma 
and his crew couldn’t afford the 
delay while local authorities 
might, or might not, investi¬ 
gate, so the incident was not 
reported. 

In the fall of 1992, the IMB 
established a Piracy Reporting 
Centre, in Kuala Lumpur. This 
around-the-clock agency has 
been a clearing house for 
reporting incidents of piracy, 
and serves to warn and assist 
vessels against pirate attacks. It 
also serves to keep official 
attention on this ongoing prob¬ 
lem. No doubt at least in part to 
this attention, and the fact that 
international shipping is vital to 
local economies,’ some coun¬ 
tries of the region have made 
genuine efforts to clean up their 
waters. Reported figures for the 
Far East and Southeast Asia as 
a whole in 1996 were 141 
attacks, and for 1998 down to 
95 — figures agencies who wish the prob¬ 
lem would go away find encouraging. 
Statistics are not yet complete for the year 
1999, but at mid-year indicated incidents 
were back up. 

The so-called “Asian” type of piracy, 
of course, although typical, may not be 
the rule. Heavily armed pirates indicating 
a willingness to be as violent as is neces¬ 
sary are more the norm in many waters of 
Southeast Asia, particularly in the 
Malacca Straits and Indonesian and 
Philippine waters. And the taking of 
entire cargoes, or stealing an entire ship, 
are becoming more common, as we will 
examine shortly. 


“South American” Piracy 

This type of piracy is more typical of the 
cutlass-wielding piracy of yore; it used to be 
called “West African” piracy. Under the 
1982 U.N. definition it would not be piracy 
at all, as these attacks commonly are staged 
on ships berthed or at anchor, but they are of 
particular concern as they are staged by 
heavily armed gangs looking for an excuse 


to blow somebody away. 

Items targeted by these armed gangs 
include cash, negotiable goods, expensive 
ships’ equipment, plus any valuable and 
portable cargo. Such attacks typically exhib¬ 
it some preplanning — or inside information 
from suspect port officials — and the total 
value of goods taken in such attacks tends to 
be more than in the “Asian” attacks of sea¬ 
going muggers. Although usually skilled at 
boarding even high-sided ships, the “South 
American”-style pirates seldom exhibit the 
high degree of seamanship required of the 
“Asian”-style pirates who board a ship 
underway on the high seas. 

Hand-in-hand with these raids, which 


already smack of an inside job, is the fact 
that local law enforcement usually shows 
great ineptitude and little interest in inves¬ 
tigating such crimes or providing any 
assistance to the victims. On 8 July 1997, 
while the master of the Kapitan Betkher 
and two other crewmen were being knifed 
and pistol-whipped by six pirates, port 
authorities in Aratu, Brazil, never respond¬ 
ed to pleas for help sent by VHF radio, the 
only means of communicating 
with them. On 25 July 1997, at 
Salvador, Brazil, the police 
were called immediately after 
three pirates robbed a ship’s 
master at gunpoint. They 
arrived the next day. 

Political Piracy 

Maritime attacks with a mil¬ 
itary/political/terrorist aspect 
are another facet of today’s 
problem with piracy. The inci¬ 
dent that comes to mind is the 
terrorist attack on the Achille 
Lauro in the fall of 1985, where 
heavily armed Arab extremists 
took over the cruise ship in the 
eastern Mediterranean. The 
international outrage caused by 
these self-anointed heroes 
throwing an elderly, wheelchair- 
bound man overboard merely 
because he was Jewish led to 
the Rome Convention of 1988 
by the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), a U.N. 
agency. Response to such out¬ 
rages by international organiza¬ 
tions and law-enforcement 
agencies has been much more 
energetic than toward attacks 
with a mere profit motive. 

In 1993 there was a rash of 
incidents off China where ships 
manned by men in PLA uniform 
intercepted and fired upon pass¬ 
ing ships. It has never been 
established to everyone’s satis¬ 
faction whether these were gen¬ 
uine pirates under uniformed 
guise, PLA sailors doing a little 
freelancing., or some bizarre 
exhibition of nationalistic fer¬ 
vor on the part of the Chinese 
government. Suffice it to say, 
the publicity given such incidents has led to 
a drastic decrease in such incidents, either 
because the PLA decided it was not a good 
idea, or the PLA decided to crack down on 
criminals who were giving them a bad eye. 

In troubled countries where whichever 
rag-tag militia got a new shipment of ammo 
today is the “legally constituted authority,” 
such groups or fragments thereof have 
retraced the steps of the ancient pirates who 
were first bandits then turned to the sea 
because that’s where the loot was. In 1995, 
for instance, there were some 14 attacks on 
merchant vessels reported off Somalia, and 
there is no indication piracy in Somalia will 
get better any more than will their political 


I- 



The fact that this pirate is armed with Chinese-made Ml4 copy may indi¬ 
cate he has connections to communist New People’s Army. Philippine 
pirates are particularly well-armed. Their small-potatoes counterparts in 
Indonesian waters are often armed with knives and clubs, although orga¬ 
nized-crime pirates there come equipped with seaworthy speedboats, 
automatic weapons and rocket launchers. 
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situation stabilize until one warlord has 
managed to kill off all the competition. The 
stats for 1999 in Somalia appear to be com¬ 
ing in at about the same level. When a 
rogue government sends rogues to sea, are 
they pirates or police? We will leave that 
for the semanticists, also. 

Wholesale Piracy For Pure Profit 

More closely akin to the more accom¬ 
plished freebooters of an earlier age are the 
violent new pirates primarily plying 
Southeast Asian waters, who hijack large 
merchant vessels while underway and pick 
them clean, then turn the empty vessel back to 
its crew. As long as the vessel remains under¬ 
way and no distress message is sent, odds of 
any authority ashore responding is remote. 

One of the first warning shots fired 
across the bow of international commerce 
that piracy was back in a big way was the 
case of the Cypriot-flagged Marta. In late 
summer 1990, the Marta was steaming from 
Bangkok to Pusan with some $2 million 
worth of tin-plate goods on board. Off the 
Thai-Cambodian border, she was boarded at 
night by heavily armed pirates, who obvi¬ 
ously had good intelligence as to what was 
on board, and where the Marta would be. 

The four pirates quickly overpowered 
the nine-man crew and set sail south for two 
days, during which time the stack was 
repainted and the ship renamed the "V TAI ” 
with the help of pre-made stencils they had 
brought for that purpose. They hoisted a 
Honduran flag but (duh-uh) did not alter the 
original port of registry on the stem. 

After sailing south for two days with the 
crew handcuffed and blindfolded below 
decks, the vessel dropped anchor and when 
night fell the pirates began offloading the 


cargo to a barge that had come alongside. 
The barge came complete with its own 
shore labor and fork lifts to facilitate the 
theft. The Marta!cwm-V Tai then swung on 
the hook for two days before sailing north 
for another two days. Off the northeast 
Malaysian coast, the pirates left in one of 
the ship’s lifeboats, taking the skipper as 
hostage. The crew was released with no 
radio and only a ripped chart to find their 
way back to Bangkok. The maneuvering 
and subterfuge were evidently to enable the 
barge with its ill-gotten inventory to cleanly 
escape and disperse the booty — and it 
worked. One of the pirates bragged that this 
raid was the sixth such successful attack 
they had pulled off in the preceding year 
and a half. Obviously, such large thefts 
require the collusion of a combination of 
dirty officials and crooked merchants to get 
rid of the goods. This sort of pirate attack 
has become increasingly common, as we 
will see later. 

Kill ’Em All, Taken All 

Another throwback to the heyday of 
blue-water piracy is the increasing and 
alarming trend toward taking a ship, killing 
its crew in cold blood, stealing the cargo and 
keeping the ship. More temperate pirates 
don’t want to get caught anywhere near the 
ship they have pillaged, representing as it 
does the scene of the crime and representing 
as it should prima facie evidence of the 
crime, and it is mind-boggling that this par¬ 
ticularly arrogant form of piracy is on the 
increase. Especially troubling are the cold¬ 
blooded murders of the ships’ crews, and the 
fact that the ship itself has no value unless it 
can be re-registered, which takes the passive 
or active collusion of corrupt officials. It has 


been a difficult reality for official bodies to 
address, predisposed as they are to their 
Pollyanna assumptions about communities 
of nations, et cetera. And while this corrupt 
and rapine enterprise is growing, interna¬ 
tional bodies twitter about whether this con¬ 
stitutes hijacking or true piracy. 

Although predicated on the ancient 
pirates’ reality that “Dead men tell no tales,” 
stealing a vessel for the purpose of turning 
it into a “Phantom Ship” does not require 
that it be heavily laden with valuable cargo. 
Valuable cargoes are merely a bonus: The 
ship itself is wanted for a tool to commit 
cargo frauds, as is becoming increasingly 
more common in the Far East, where exist¬ 
ing crews are set adrift, marooned or sum¬ 
marily executed and thrown to the sharks. 

Typical of frustrating examples is the 
Anna Sierra , a Cyprus-flagged cargo ship 
that left Bangkok for Manila on 12 
September 1995 with $5 million worth of 
sugar. She was hijacked in the Gulf of Siam 
by 30 masked pirates who sped alongside in 
powerboats, boarded, then set the 23 crew¬ 
men adrift on a makeshift raft. Rescued by 
Vietnamese fishermen, the crew reported 
the hijacking to the Piracy Center, which 
alerted law-enforcement officials and 
offered a $50,000 reward. A few days later 
the Sierra was found in the Chinese port of 
Beihai, renamed the Artie [sic] Sea — but 
the overpainted original name (Diagara) 
was still visible welded on the stern, reveal¬ 
ing its true identity. 

Pressured by the IMB, Chinese officials 
boarded the ship and placed the crew under 
guard. Noted John Martin, head of the 
IMB’s piracy center at the time, “Every 
time we proved the documents for the Artie 
Sea were false. ... The pirates would pro- 



Throughout South Pacific waters, 
pirates show skillful seamanship and 
willingness to brave rough waters to 
pursue their prey. South American 
pirates are more likely to strike 
when vessel is stationary. 
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This Australian millionaire’s yacht was robbed of half a million dollars worth of gold collector’s 
coins right in Manila Bay when seven armed pirates boarded his vessel screaming, “The money, 
quick, or you’re dead.” He accuses Manila police of complicity. Official corruption is major prob¬ 
lem of big-time modern piracy, without whose help it could not flourish. 


duce more false documents” After three 
months, the Chinese acknowledged the true 
identity and ownership of the vessel. Then 
the Chinese sent the pirates home to 
Indonesia . The cargo was impounded, and 
Chinese officials presented the owner of the 
Sierra with a $750,000 bill comprising var¬ 
ious (read that bogus) charges. The owners 
refused to pay, and the Sierra , neglected and 
by now listing heavily and in danger of cap¬ 
sizing from water in her holds and engine 
room, was ordered beached nearby, where 
she sits as this is written. The insurance 
company picked up the tab on cargo and 
vessel. Investigations revealed that the 
Sierra had been custom-hijacked for its 
cargo of sugar, which was to have been sold 
at a serious discount of $800,000 to a 
Chinese company in Beihai. 

The same crew of pirates surfaced a year 
later in the hijack of the Tenyu , with a speak¬ 
er at a Singapore Shipping Association sym¬ 
posium on piracy noting, “The chief officer 
was ‘100%’the same person as one of the 
hijackers of ... Anna Sierra.. ” Having been 
released by the Chinese, the Indonesian 
pirates this time killed the entire 15-man 
crew of the Tenyu. 

Cargo fraud can take many forms, from 
pretending to be another ship and picking up 
its cargo and then disappearing, to pretending 
to be a ship that doesn’t exist and working 
the same or similar scams. With a shortage of 
shipping, a stolen phantom ship re-papered 
with the help of corrupt officials usually has 
no problem finding a desperate shipper 
whose letter of credit is about to expire: They 
give him the bill of lading he must have to 
clear his letter of credit, then sail off with his 
goods to a different destination, unload then- 
booty, again redocument the ship and repeat 
the cycle all over again. It has been reported 
that phantom ships get away with more than 
$200 million in cargo every year from East 
Asian docks alone. Perhaps the most auda¬ 
cious cargo fraud of recent times was pulled 


off by the Tamil Tigers. 

On 23 May 1997, the freighter Stillus 
Limassul sailed from the Mozambican port 
of Beira, laden with 32,400 81mm mortar 
bombs. The ammo had been produced by 
the government-owned, Chinese-built 
Zimbabwe Defence Industries (ZDI), and 
railed to Beira. From there it was bound for 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, for government 
forces. As it happens, the Stillus Limassul 
belonged to the maritime arm of the 
Liberation Tigers of Eelam (Tamil Tigers), 
who were the intended targets of the ammu¬ 
nition. After the Limassul cleared 
Madagascar, it — and the $3 million worth 
of mortar rounds — was never seen again. 

The IMB’s Piracy Reporting Centre 
received 17 reports of such “hijackings” in 
1998, Two cases where the entire crews 
were killed were the M.V. Tenyu with a 
crew of 15, and the M.V. Cheung Son , 
whose crew of 23 hands were handcuffed, 
bludgeoned to death, weighted and thrown 
overboard. As we reported last month, there 
have finally been arrests in the case of the 
Cheung Son , and as we go to press the 
Chinese government announced those 
responsible have been sentenced to death. 

The case of the M.V. Petro Ranger is 
pertinent because it illustrates one of the 
most troubling aspects of modem piracy: 
permissive or collusive governments. 

The Petro Ranger sailed from Singapore 
with a load of POL on 16 April 1998. Barely 
nine hours from port she was boarded by 12 
armed pirates. The crew was held hostage 
below decks while the pirates sailed her to 
Hainan Island, in China. Repeatedly threat¬ 
ened with death, the 21 crew members were 
held in the mess room for 10 days. 
Ultimately, the Chinese authorities alleged 
the ship was engaged in smuggling opera¬ 
tions. They questioned the 12 pirates, who 
were traveling on Indonesian documents. 
They also questioned and detained the crew 
for more than two weeks. 


How was the situation resolved? In the 
face of irrefutable evidence that the pirates 
were guilty of hijacking the ship and 
attempting to sell the cargo, they were sim¬ 
ply sent back to Indonesia. As the keynote 
speaker at an October 1999 piracy seminar 
sponsored by the Singapore Shipping 
Association succincdy noted, ‘Tiracy cannot 
be resolved in this way. This incident will 
encourage the pirates to carry on, knowing 
that in some jurisdictions they can extricate 
themselves out of difficult situations.” 

No Ports In This Storm 

Although below we will recite some 
alarming statistics, this series will attempt 
to paint a qualitative, not quantitative, pic¬ 
ture of the problem. Suffice it to say, the 
problem exceeds the sum of its numbers, as 
only an indefinable portion of the crimes are 
reported. Thus we will examine the overall 
phenomenon by its characteristics. One 
characteristic, typical of the old-time 
pirates, is ruthlessness and wanton brutality. 
French photo journalist, Eric Pasquier, 
reporting on piracy in the Philippines for 
French TV, was invited by a pirate named 
Jung Jung to witness their prisoners being 
roasted alive — and eaten. 

There are virtually no safe waters today, 
although the areas hardest hit by marine 
piracy are logically those where there are 
large volumes of valuable, vulnerable 
marine traffic or where there is little effec¬ 
tive governmental interference to acts of 
piracy. It is largely in areas where both con¬ 
ditions prevail that piracy has seen the most 
dramatic resurgence. 

Geographically, few countries report no 
incidents of piracy, but the coastal waters of 
eight countries are the usual suspects, pro¬ 
ducing about two-thirds of the incidents in a 
typical year. Although the calendar year 
1998 showed an encouraging (in some quar¬ 
ters) drop in reported incidents. Of the 247 
reported attacks on commercial shipping in 
1998, the following countries shared the 
honors as follows: Indonesia, 60; 
Philippines, 15; India, 12; Malaysia, 10; 
Brazil, 10; Ecuador, 10; Bangladesh, 9; 
Somalia, 9. Here are some typical incidents 
in a rough geographical breakdown, to illus¬ 
trate the nature of the beast: 

the Far East: 

• 26 Feb 96: EV. Normina with a crew 
of 10 was fishing off southern Philippines 
when two speedboats approached, each car¬ 
rying two men who opened up with auto¬ 
matic weapons; nine crewmen were killed 
outright, one was wounded and escaped; the 
Normina was never seen again — at least 
under that name. 

• 21 Apr 96: Ten pirates armed with 
knives boarded a German-registered con¬ 
tainer vessel from their speedboat and 
overpowered the nightwatch (which had 
been trained in anti-piracy); in 10 minutes 
they stole a large quantity of paint and 

Continued on page 70 
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U.S. Gears-Up For War In Colombia 


IJLJffcRip Van Winkle time in Washington. 

^ Having once more fallen asleep at the 
I m If wheel while joyriding, the administration 
has awakened to discover the world has come full 
circle yet again. Our backyard is a mess — and we’re going to 
have to do something about it. Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador ... 
three hours flight from Miami ... it’s all coming apart. 

And there’s the problem. We’re not talking about Kosovo, or 
Timor, or places of marginal interest. We’re talking about 
America’s leading source of oil (Venezuela). We’re talking about 
the second oldest democracy in the Western hemisphere (after us) 
and a battle against the last major, full-fledged, “We-hate-America 
and capitalism” Marxist insurgency in the world (Colombia). 
We’re talking about the until-yesterday-development- 
success-story, now threat-to-the-structure-of-emerging-market 
investment and international debt (Ecuador). We’re talking about a 
bigger impact than Central America ever was. 

Where have we been? Trying desperately to ignore the prob¬ 
lem with hopes that it would go away. Of course, it hasn’t. 

In late September (1999), President Andres Pastrana of 
Colombia spent a week outlining for an anxious Washington a plan 
— worked out with some help from us, to be sure — to turn the 
tide. Virtually in the next room, so to speak, the proto-fascism of 
Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez was receiving a hearing. Down the 


Text li Photos by 

Dr. Ton Marks 


block, the corridors of fiscal power were pondering 
what to do with Ecuador’s default on its sovereign 
debt, default carried out with the advice and consent 
of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Not surprisingly, it was Pastrana and “Plan Colombia” which 
sparked the most interest, though no major news outlet carried even a 
single substantive story on it. Small wonder: how to assess a request 
(which accompanied the plan) for anywhere from half- to three-bil- 
lion-and-a-half dollars in aid? 

The ground had already been prepared weeks before by White 
House drug policy advisor, former General Barry R. McCaffrey, who 
had floated a $1 billion figure, most of which was intended to boost 
the police and military. McCaffrey, by default, has been playing the 
role once left to Southern Command (SOUTHCOM). 

Belatedly then, the U.S. is gearing-up for war in Colombia. 

Situation Down Range 

Yet the most salient feature of our effort down range, in Colombia 
itself, is lack of objective — and the consequent fragmentation of 
effort. We see the country as a narcotics problem, when in reality it is 
a “failing state” problem, of which narcotics and the attendant vio¬ 
lence (general breakdown of law and order), together with insurgency 
— which is not at one with the “breakdown of law and order” — are 
the most visible symptoms. 
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Blending innovation with the old and reliable, 
Colombia’s response to the FARC threat has 
gone into high gear in the past year. Tougher 
training (inset) has been blended with war 
games against aggressors trained in enemy 
tactics and procedures. 


Attempting to deal with the problem 
piecemeal only leaves us with an 
approach which is both confusing and 
insulting to the Colombians — who have 
to live daily with the consequences. We 
find ourselves in a position where we are 
tampering with Colombia’s domestic 
arrangements (e.g. building-up the police 
as part of the “solution” at the expense of 
the military) for short-term operational or 
even tactical benefit to the near-total 
exclusion of strategic benefit. 

The result is activities by some elements 
of our presence which run the gamut from 
the illegal (e.g. the recent drug-smuggling 
scandal allegedly involving the wife of the 
MILGROUP commander and several 
embassy contract employees) to the ques¬ 
tionable (e.g. witness-tampering in pursuit 
of human rights “kills”) to the improper (e.g. 
perversion of intelligence reporting so that 
the embassy spin is what goes up the chain) 
— to the inane (e.g. legislative perversion, 
such as the Leahy Amendment, which forces 


* 




Government troops learn “Chinese Curtain” tactics (above), adopted from FMLN and NVA instruc¬ 
tors. (below), a venerable C-130 “Puff” gunship. Equipped with multiple 50-cal. machine guns, 
the half-dozen or so Puffs in the inventory perform yeoman duty for Bogota. 



the U.S. Embassy to apply human rights cer¬ 
tification to units rather than to individuals 

— thus leading to entire formations being 
denied aid due to a single rotten apple). 

Yet the heart of the problem is not drugs 
per se but the long-term breakdown of soci¬ 
etal cohesion. Colombia has a history of 
violence which would make recent U.S. 
movies, for all their pyrotechnics, look like 
Sunday School. Twice as many people are 
murdered each year in this country of less 
than 40 million as in the entire U.S. with its 
270-million population! 

Precisely why Colombia has this profile 
is a subject of much debate. The answer 
seems to be an early history that boils down 
to a squabbling group of settlers in a vast 
land with politics a zero-sum game. The 
practical effect was that democracy, estab¬ 
lished only shortly after our own, remained a 
truly winner-take-all proposition. The losers 
were not just relegated to the sidelines, not 
just sent to the locker room, but stomped on. 

Thus they had every incentive to do all 
they could, fair or foul, to hang onto power 

— and to plot to get back into power once 
they were out. This led to multiple civil 
wars over the years, including the Thousand 
Day War, 1899-1902, in which over 
100,000 were killed. 

The culmination, in a sense, was the 
national bloodletting called simply “The 
Violence” or La Violencia (dated as roughly 
1948-58; no one fired a starting gun). An 
estimated 200,000 died, and hardly a region 
was not turned upside down. 

As a simple matter of protection, local 
populations banded together in self-defense. 
The major Colombian insurgent movement, 
Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de 
Colombia (FARC), had its origins in one 
such area, a cluster of “independent 
republics” in the central Magdalena River 
Valley. The republics were led by commu¬ 
nists and taken over again by the govern¬ 
ment in 1964-65 after order had been 
restored through a power-sharing arrange¬ 
ment, the National Front {Frente Nacional , 
1958-74), between the two major political 
parties, Conservatives and Liberals. The 
rebel remnants moved into the eastern 
savannah and jungle, where they engaged in 
“armed colonization.” 

There, they festered as a marginal nui¬ 
sance for decades. Other groups came and 
went, with only Ejercito de Liberacion 
Nacional (ELN) joining FARC in showing 
staying power. To cut through to the end of 
the process, the growing involvement of 
the insurgents, especially FARC, in nar¬ 
cotics, provided a resource windfall which 
made hitherto marginal political actors into 
major players. 

Lack of intelligence, however, meant 
that U.S. policy continued to be based on 
dated templates and misconceptions con¬ 
cerning events. To cite but the most glaring 
case, FARC did not become a serious factor 
due to mobilization of an alienated mass 
base. It became a serious factor due to the 
power which came from drugs grown by 
marginalized groups. In terms of national 
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percentage, these marginalized populations 
would not be major factors. They became so 
only because of their role as the base upon 
which drug-cultivation — and thus insur¬ 
gent finances — was built. 

This dynamic is crucial. U.S. policy over 
the past decade has focused on “drugs” but 
has gone to extraordinary lengths to avoid 
“counterinsurgency.” Certainly this stems 
from the multiple constraints imposed by 
Congress, particularly in 1986 legislation. 

Still, obfuscation has taken on a life of 
its own. It has extended to the slanting of 
intelligence so as to reflect a criminal direc¬ 
tion of the drug cycle (a posture which 
serves the needs of actors such as the 
embassy and DEA) even as the insurgent 
groups have increasingly moved into a cen¬ 
tral role in that cycle (as is correctly if 
imperfectly reflected in Colombian report¬ 
ing itself). It has extended to placing a neb¬ 
ulous conception for “human rights” before 
all else by the U.S. Embassy, even as mili¬ 
tary units have grappled with an insurgent 
threat which in many ways has superior 
operational resources at its disposal. 

The U.S. Players 

The result is a U.S. policy going in 
many directions save any which would get 
at the problem. 



Heart of a vigorous effort by the much-maligned Colombian Army to improve its performance is 
enhanced training for cadre. Here, at the renowned Lancero course, handpicked officers and 
other ranks are put through a gruelling 11-week course of “Ranger” instruction. Most patrols are 
now at night. Daylight classes focus upon individual skills, from obstacle courses to rapelling to 
hand-to-hand combat. 


The Players: 

• The White House and Congress are 
core actors in setting U.S. policy towards 
Colombia. The Administration is tom every 
which way: It knows it must do something 
but can figure out no way to dissemble and 
still navigate its way through. At $309 mil¬ 
lion in total funds in 1999, Colombia is 
already the fourth-largest recipient of U.S. 
foreign aid (behind Israel, Egypt, and 
Jordan) and sure to move up to number 
three, a status it already has militarily . Its 
aid, it should be emphasized, would still be 
dwarfed by the roughly $7 billion which 
goes to Israel and Egypt combined. 

“Drugs” are the best fig leaf to avoid a 
discussion about vital interests and such. 
The main administration goal seems to be 
that nothing serious will happen on its 
watch. It cares naught for what mess its suc¬ 
cessors are left to clean up. For its part, 
Congress sees a situation long ignored by 
the White House. Thus it is not only a prob¬ 
lem in need of a solution but an opportunity 
to score political points. 

Across the way, the Defense Department 
would rather not have anything to do with 
an actual conflict — such things are messy. 
Still, the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Special Operations and Low 
Intensity Conflict (Whew! OASD/SOLIC) 
has become involved. An assessment team, 
staffed by Military Personnel Resources, 
Inc. (MPRI), of Alexandria, Va., but funded 
by OASD/SOLIC, was dispatched in 
October (1999). 

• In Bogota, our embassy is not geared- 


up for war or even crisis. It is dominated by 
the normal concerns of career and function, 
yet attempting to manage an increasingly 
unwieldy counter-narcotics campaign. It 
appears that much will be done to avoid the 
appearance of “disarray.” 

Key to this is making sure that all report¬ 
ing which comes out of the embassy is spun 
to reflect the themes inherent to the view 
outlined above. The result has been serious 
disagreements among embassy members 
which have allowed perversion of the 
reporting chain. Further, the Political 
Section has recently involved itself in activ¬ 
ities, under the guise of furthering human 
rights, which are questionable at best, viola¬ 
tions of law (my opinion) if the same 
actions were carried out in a U.S. context 
(e.g. the already mentioned witness-tamper¬ 
ing). The practical effect has been to con¬ 
sign what in any embassy should be the 
principal section to irrelevance as far as 
many key Colombians are concerned — 
enemy status, even. 

• Defense Attache Office (DAO) struc¬ 
ture is compromised through its need to 
walk the embassy tightrope. DAO reporting 
to the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) 
has not always accurately reflected the situ¬ 
ation, because of the requirement, imposed 
by a distrustful State Department, for all 
DAO reporting cables to be staffed within 
the embassy and then released by the ambas¬ 
sador. If the Political Section feels that the 
DAO reporting is not consistent with its 
own, it can then intercede with the front 
office to have it changed or, worse, stifled. 
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(This occurs despite the clear guidance from 
Washington that the purpose of multiple 
intelligence agencies is to provide alterna¬ 
tive views.) In recent developments, the bad 
blood between members of the two sections 
(Political and DAO) has been cause for 
major problems (which have probably been 
successfully covered up). Most experienced 
member recently left on normal rotation, 
which has created further gaps in reporting. 

• Military Advisory Group (MIL- 
GROUP) is highly thought of but ham¬ 
strung by the vacillations of U.S. policy, in 
particular our requirement that all members 
of receiving military units be vetted for 
human rights — a practical impossibility. 
This gravely limits the practical impact we 
can have. Our actual presence on the 
ground, though it averages 200 personnel 
in-country, is short-term, quick-fix in 
nature. Ironically, School of the Americas, 
presently under attack by the left wing and 
the survivor of Congressional funding wars 
for FY00 by a single vote, has been a major 
factor in upgrading Colombian technical 
skills of all sorts (e.g. maintenance, logis¬ 
tics, plans and operations). 

• Intelligence has been a mixed bag. The 
Agency we don’t talk much about appears to 
be doing what it always does: steal things 
(let’s be clear, that’s its mission) — which 
has produced material of decidedly mixed 
quality. There has been inadequate exploita¬ 
tion of the vast archives available which deal 
with insurgent activities. Other links in the 
chain seem to be solid (good platforms, 
good take) but with loose connections. Hard 
data does not find itself consistently (if at 
all) back down to be used in targeting. 
Further, there are serious problems with 
human reporting, which have been noted by 
all recipients in the intelligence chain. 

An observation: Nobody gets out in the 
field to the extent even a grad student would 
be expected to do. Thus we don’t really 
know what’s going on — but make policy 
nonetheless. Serious abuses in the reporting 
of alleged human rights violations have 
allowed the insurgents to perfect use of such 
charges as a weapons system. They adroitly 
play back in the international forum our own 
published data dealing with human rights 
abuses — which we have taken from NGO 
(non-governmental organization) reports, 
which in turn have frequently taken such 
data from the insurgents themselves! Theirs 
is the most developed orchestrated duplicity 
I have seen since the Philippine insui^ency. 
Our involvement in NGO-instigated attacks 
on units and commanders has reached such 
point as to undermine our position with key 
Colombian sectors. 

• Counter-Narcotics reminds me of the 
effort to win the Vietnam War by bombing 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail. We are apparently 
up to more than 50 DEA (Drug 
Enforcement Agency) agents in-country, 
with additional contract personnel perform¬ 
ing a variety of functions. (E.g. contract 
people do a lot of flying and maintenance 
— and are involved in related tasks, such as 
the running of our radar sites, which, though 


not DEA contracts per se, are dedicated to 
counter-narcotics.) 

Opinions on our DEA effort are so dia¬ 
metrically opposed it is hard to know where 
to come down on this one. Some sources 
state emphatically that our entire in-country 
structure is compromised by narcotics cor¬ 
ruption; others claim DEA is the last bulwark 
in a rapidly crumbling official U.S. posture. 
Bottom line: No one thinks what we do has 
any but the most marginal effect. Indeed, an 
“anti-counter-narcotics” position has provid¬ 
ed the insurgents with a major recruiting 
platform (to the extent of being able to mobi¬ 
lize major popular demonstrations). 

• SOUTHCOM (Southern Command), 
as the major theater command, would be 
expected to be a key player. Instead, it’s just 
another actor. Its transformation from a 
regional linchpin to lord of a Miami parking 
lot could not have come at a more inoppor¬ 
tune moment — just as Colombian coca 
production exploded (80% of the world’s 
supply) and added poppy (thus heroin; 
apparently 70% of that now flooding U.S. 
streets) to the witches’ brew. FARC, which 
has long drawn economic benefit from this 



An officer trainee reloads his assault rifle dur¬ 
ing his basic course. Recent emphasis has 
been placed on upgrading leadership at all 
levels, especially in the combat battalions. 

trade through “revolutionary taxation,” dra¬ 
matically upped its direct involvement in 
the production and marketing. Indeed, its 
major units (fronts ) can be found clustered 
in a protective ring around the key produc¬ 
tion zones. SOUTHCOM, still in disarray 
due to its move from Panama, nevertheless 
does lots of quick ins-and-outs. 

It is overseeing, through SOCSOUTH 
(Special Operations Command — SOUTH¬ 
COM), the training (by Special Forces per¬ 
sonnel) and fielding of the counter-narcotics 
battalion, which will be increased to a 
brigade with the training of two additional 
battalions. The 18 refurbished UH-1N 
Hueys (purchased from Canada) were deliv¬ 
ered in November (1999). Concept of 
employment reflects the misdirection of our 
approach in general: security for attacks on 
coca fields (plant body count). Better use of 
Special Forces (SF) would be to deploy an 
entire SF battalion on six-month cycles to 
do exactly what they are trained to do — put 
an SF “A” Team per Colombian Army 
brigade. Congress created a Special 


Operations Command (USSOCOM) and 
allocates money for these highly trained and 
capable personnel. Yet we’re scared to use 
them for anything except “kicking in doors” 
counterterrorism. 

• A final key “player” is the NGOs. 
Though not “government,” they have been 
allowed into our policy-making and -imple¬ 
mentation to an extent I have not previously 
seen. On the plus side, some do good work. 
On the negative side, all of the frustrations 
of the anti-Vietnam War Left, which has lost 
struggle after struggle (from Thailand to the 
Philippines to Nicaragua to El Salvador to 
Chile to wherever) have come home to 
roost. To look at their statements (which are 
too often incorporated in embassy reporting 
as if it comes from official sources — then 
cited in reports — and in turn cited by the 
original sources — classic disinformation 
process), one would not know that Colombia 
is a functioning democracy at a start-point so 
far from, say, El Salvador’s situation that we 
should have everything going for us. 
Instead, we have turned a basically decent 
society into our new bogeyman. 

The Good Guys 

You’ve got to feel for Colombia. Here’s 
a democratic country with a market econo¬ 
my, a country with a flourishing civil soci¬ 
ety, the sort of place where you can get on 
the internet just about anywhere — and we 
piss on it. We don’t mean to, but our cultur¬ 
al arrogance is so thick you can cut it with a 
knife. Hell, it’s even spelled “Columbia” 
half the time (e.g. in AP headlines). 

Though it’s never said outright, it’s pret¬ 
ty clear that in Washington the Colombians 
are just another bunch of beaners (literally, 
unfortunately — coffee is the number one 
crop). They’re the guys in Clear and 
Present Danger — slimeballs who push 
drugs onto our innocent youth. 

And there’s irony! Clear and Present 
Danger was filmed in Mexico! You know, 
Mexico, the place that gets certified as try¬ 
ing to fight drugs, even as its very army is 
moving the drugs to our borders. 

Yet Colombia gets decertified as its 
security forces die fighting the guys who are 
the ground floor of the drug-production 
cycle. You simply have to marvel at our 
audacity. Still, prevarication is something 
which now seems to come easily to us. 

There’s no end to the irony here. The First 
Family, which in another life never met a 
U.S. involvement it couldn’t oppose, finds 
itself searching for a fig leaf to conceal the 
fact that it has to lead us into a real war. 

Lead us, in fact, into a mess which, on 
the surface, looks a lot like Vietnam. It isn’t 
Vietnam, but it is a difficult situation which 
actually is of vital national interest, the sort 
which will require actual commitment — 
actual dead. 

No virtual reality war this time. Just real 
pain and real body bags — all in a situation 
made 10 times worse by our years of neglect 

Dr. Tom Marks, a West Point grad, is a 
longtime correspondent for SOF. ^ 
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Saint Denard 


by Dr. Martin Brass 



Former French mercenary Bob Denard in a Paris courtroom. His lawyers, Jean-Marc Varaut (left) 
and Alexander Varaut (right), sat in front of the defendant throughout the trial that stood to land 
him in jail for the rest of his life. 


G ilbert Bourgeaud, aka Colonel Bob 
Denard, had it all. The professional 
private soldier had his own islands. 
His own army. The charming 
Frenchman married nearly every attractive 
woman he met, building a harem that served 
him and defended his honor. 

To his critics, Col. Denard is a selfish, 
ruthless assassin who should be jailed. To 
his fans, Denard symbolizes peace and free¬ 
dom from tyranny on the Comoro Islands. 

To anyone, he’s living proof that brav¬ 
ery, secrecy and loyalty are keys to survival 
in battle and in court. 

In his autobiography Corsaire de La 
Republique , (Pirate of the Republic), 
Denard recounts his fight against the evil 
communist empire during the Cold War, to 
free those under its bondage and rid Africa 
of the tyranny of dictators. 

For half a century, Denard — known to 
some as “UAffreux” (The Terrible) — had 
been consumed by a profession that had 
hurled him into the infernos of one civil war 
after another during the bloody decoloniza¬ 
tion process in Africa. This dog of war had 
fought with, and against, revolutionaries. 
He trained, armed and disarmed rebels. He 
sometimes disbanded, and other times ran 
with gun merchants. He pursued terrorists 
across the massive dark African continent 
from the Congo to Benin, to Kurdistan, to 
Libya, to Oman, to Morocco, to the Ivory 
Coast, and to Chad, just to name a few. 

“A Slaw Death” 

For the past decade, disarmed and 
impaired, Denard has been haunted from 
7,000 miles away by the ghost of 
Abderahmanne Ahmed Abdullah, the late 
president of Comoros who was shot at home. 
The Republic of France wanted a conviction 
against Denard, which would land him in 
prison for the rest of his life. (France, as a 
member of the Council of Europe, has de 
facto eliminated the death penalty). 

“Would that I had thrown myself on the 
body of the president,” Denard said, “All of 
my problems would be solved.” The 70- 
year-old untamed adventurer was crumbling 
at the thought of withering away in some 
abysmal prison for the rest of his life. 
Already his tough-guy demeanor and look 


had changed, as he awaited his fate during a 
trial in May of 1999. Gone was his familiar 
military garb. He sat unshackled, with his 
calloused hands twitching, in an uncharac¬ 
teristic beige sports coat, sky blue shirt and 
stuffy tie. 

“This accusation is a slow death ” said 
Denard, spewing his pent-up frustration. “If 
one wanted to kill me, one should have 
done it swiftly. It is a relief to finally be in 
the place of judgment. One goes back to 
zero and continues to the finish line.” 

The silver-haired, golden-tongued sol¬ 
dier — struggling to hold his battered, burly 
physique proudly erect — had just 
embarked on the toughest role of his spec¬ 
tacular career. For two and a half weeks the 
flamboyant rogue would manipulate, 
seduce and shock his courtroom audience. It 
would be a performance worthy of an Oscar 


in the grandiose Paris courtroom. 

Greetings From SBf 

I passed a note to Denard through his 
attorney: “Robert K. Brown, Soldier Of 
Fortune publisher, sends his regards,” the 
note said. That gesture initiated a long dis¬ 
tance exchange of some incomprehensible 
sign language as I sat directly across from 
Denard during the trial. Occasionally, dur¬ 
ing recesses, my boisterous and colorful 
French colleague from Associated French 
Press, Patrick Filleux, dragged me with him 
across the room. Filleux had the advantage 
of a long-term rapport with Denard, and 
routinely assured the defendant that he was 
bound to win his case. 

Prosecutor Phillippe Bilger sat in his for¬ 
midable box of judgment, propped up on a 
stage. Directly across from us was the box 
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of the accused, which was raised and 
enclosed by glass. Denard’s co-defendant, 
46-year old Dominique Malacrino (alias 
Commandant Marques), sat next to him. A 
third defendant, 49-year-old Paul Guerrier 
(alias Captain Siam), remained at large, 
considered a fugitive since December 1998. 

Denard’s lawyers were the famed Jean- 
Marc Varaut — who defended the infamous 
war crimes criminal Papon the previous 
year — and Alexander Varaut, his son. 

Battle Of The Tyrants 

The saga that led to this trial spins 
around the turbulent history of the Comoro 
Islands —the Grande Comoro, Moheli and 
Anjouan. The three tiny volcanic isles sit off 
the coast of East Africa, between the north¬ 
ern tip of Madagascar and Mozambique. 

Denard claims his two expeditions in 
1975 and 1978, which were manifestations 
of a steadfast crusade, shaped the history of 
the Comoros. In 1975, he and his mercenar¬ 
ies had fought to rid the former colony of 
Abdullah, the tyrant who had unilaterally 
declared independence for the three 
Comoro Islands from France. Denard won 
and installed Ali Soilih as president after 
forcing Abdullah into exile. 

But Soilih eventually sold-out, making 
alliances with the Marxist Tanzanian and 
Chinese governments. In response, Denard 
embarked on a grand return designed to lib¬ 
erate the fledgling archipelago from Soilih, 
who he’d come to view as a communist 
tyrant. Denard and 50 mercenaries boarded 
a 75-meter ocean trawler, the Antinea , in the 
Orient. The mission, in mid-April 1978, 
was dubbed Atlantide. The colonel and his 
recruits sailed around the Cape of Good 
Hope and arrived a month later in Moroni, 
the Grand Comoro. They stormed the 
Presidential palace, overpowering President 
Soilih and killing many of his personal 
guards. Denard reinstated Abdullah, who he 
was convinced had repented from his for¬ 
mer tyrannical methods while in exile. 

At age 50, Denard had found his 
promised land. Having been appointed 
commander-in-chief of the Forces Armees 
Comorieenes , the regular army, Denard 
established the Guarde Presidentielle. The 
Guarde was an omnipotent force consisting 
of 500 local soldiers and 30 white meres. He 
and his troops ruled the islands for 11 years, 
indulging in its diverse pleasures. 

On the night of 27 November 1989, the 
mythical life-style of Denard came to a sud¬ 
den halt, along with the life of President 
Abdullah. And now Denard faced French 
justice for his part in the coup. 

Islanders packed the courtroom for his 
trial. Their faces glared with reproach and 
condemnation toward the French. For 50 
years they had longed for a day of vindica¬ 
tion in which the France of imperialism and 
exploitation — the France that had domi¬ 
nated much of Africa and held it in 
bondage—was to finally be exposed. 

A Professional Soldier 

“What is your profession?” The Court 


demanded of Denard. 

“First I was a soldier, then I was a con¬ 
sultant, and then I went to Africa to serve in 
foreign armies,” Denard replied. “I have led 
a particular lifestyle. I have always fol¬ 
lowed my own path, which I never 
betrayed.” 

With indignation, Denard refused to 
assume the title of “soldier of fortune.” He 
accepted the label “mercenary,” but in only 
one context. During his 1968 escapades in 
Biafra, Denard testified, a young doctor 
named Bernard Kouchner had baptized him 
and his men the “Mercenaries of charity.” 

Indeed, testified a witness, Denard and 
his men had protected the natives and the 
white ex-patriots from pillaging and abuses 
by so-called peacekeepers, who had been 
deployed by the United Nation to the Congo 
in the ’60s. 

The Ladies’ Man 

The overpowering, uncontrollable pas¬ 
sions that are flamed by combat had 
spawned a legion of lovers for Denard. His 
passions generated a veritable army of off¬ 
spring. Three of his eight acknowledged 
children attended the Dial. A former mis¬ 
tress hovered. Marie Elise, the latest of his 


seven wives, sat fixed with fear throughout 
the proceedings. 

He’d met both wife and the on-hand 
mistress during his wild escapades in the 
Congo in the 1960s, while fighting for 
Moise Tshombe in the secessionist move¬ 
ment of Katanga. Elise, a nurse, had saved 
Denard’s life in 1967 after he was critically 
wounded in the head. 

Denard — a chivalrous, dashing 
Casanova — begged the judge to spare his 
fragile and timid bride from the limelight 
when she was called as a witness. The 
judge, enjoying himself immensely at this 
stage, was too intrigued to bypass her testi¬ 
mony. Denard wept as she adoringly spoke 
of his virtues, vehemently denying that he 
was capable of cold-blooded murder. “We 
look into each other’s eyes and we under¬ 
stand each other,” she sobbed. 

“Without her, I wouldn’t be here,” 
Denard lamented tearfully. 

And without her, the playboy would not 
have lived to add six more to his harem. 

“Are you a ladies’ man?” the judge 
demanded. 

“All of the women I ever knew I never 
abandoned,” Casanova replied, gallantly. 

The judge referred to two marriages in 



A French paratrooper keeps watch around the port city of Moroni, Comoro Islands, while curious 
islanders look on. The paratroopers were among some 500 French military who participated in a 
lightening operation to flush out Denard and his men from the Island. 
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two months. Then he quizzed Denard 
incredulously, with a hint of admiration. 
“Do you get married every time you meet 
some one?” 

“Those who are Muslim, yes,” Denard said. 
“One cannot know them without marriage.” 

Other wives — Gisele, Claudette, 
Christianne, Anna and Florence — wrote let¬ 
ters to the court, testifying to Denard’s 
virtues. Writes Filleux, of AP France: “It is as 
if the letters were all written with the same 
hand — the qualities of the heart, the fideli¬ 
ty, the bravery, the seriousness, the constan¬ 
cy. They displayed no jealousy, no rancor, no 
suffering. And each underlined that he took 
care of them financially and educated all of 
his eight acknowledged children.” 


Not only had the benevolent knight 
respected his pecuniary and multi-ethnic 
commitments, he was also known to respect 
all religions. For Gisele, he converted to 
Judaism; for Claudette and Christianne he 
took Catholic vows; and for the two wives 
in the Comoros he became a follower of the 
prophet Mohammad and Islam, assuming 
the name of Said Mustapha Madhjoub 
(Staff of Life). 

Pirate Or Saint? 

For a day, the judge read excerpts from 
Bob Denard’s autobiography. Always, the 
unabashed protagonist claimed, he had 
acted in the best interests of France while 
keeping his distance from the deceptions of 
the political arena. Never, the French patri¬ 
ot emphasized, had he been hired by an 
enemy of the republic. The long line of 
character witnesses confirmed all of that. 

A psychiatrist testified that Denard is a 
man of honor, loyalty, and honesty — a 
sober one at that — who displays no alarm¬ 
ing pathological characteristics. He said 
Denard simply had a condition of unfalter¬ 
ing loyalty to his various attachments. The 
psychiatrist said it’s fitting that Denard has 
characteristics of megalomania, and 
demands worship from his disciples. After 
all, the psychiatrist argued, he is a legendary 
figure. Not only that, the doctor said, Denard 
was bom an Aries, the sign of the Ram. 

If Denard is so great, demanded prose¬ 
cutors, then explain the life of decadence he 
led on the islands — all at the expense of 
the impoverished natives. Prosecutors 
paraded witnesses who described Denard’s 
life as luxurious, self-absorbed — like that 
of an emperor. Denard’s indulgences, they 
claimed, left the islands in economic ruin 
and halted democratic processes. The $6 


million that South Africa paid annually to 
support the mercenaries’ security service, 
Denard’s accusers charged, had been used 
to build a prosperous empire. 

“Blasphemy,” responded agents of the 
SDECE (the French CIA). Michael Altabeit, 
former director of the hotels South Africa 
built in the Comoros, also challenged the 
opulence charge, saying the words “greed” 
and “Denard” could not be uttered in the 
same breath. 

“I built more than I destroyed,” testified 
Denard. He and his Guarde Presidential , 
Denard claimed, had created the longest 
period of peace for the islands, during 
which time they established democratic 
institutions, developed the islands’ econom¬ 


ic infrastructure, created companies, pro¬ 
moted centers of rural development, built 
roads, and improved humanitarian and san¬ 
itary conditions. 

The courtroom went silent when Denard 
disclosed that he was a pensioner living 
modestly on social security. “I paid my 
dues,” the proud Frenchman said. 

Out Of The Shadows 

“It is an honor that France was served by 
a man such as this,” said Commander Pierre 
Guillaume. The commander bellowed his 
indignation at the hypocrisy of France, 
which was prosecuting a man he considered 
to personify the republic’s best attributes. 
“Bob and I fought for France,” the aged 
commander said. 

The praises were echoed by other presti¬ 
gious French witnesses, including former 
chiefs of the African foreign affairs office of 
the French government, retired generals and 
sailors, former counterintelligence officers, 
and several of Denard’s faithful meres. 

Michel Roussin, one-time director gen¬ 
eral of the French CLA-equivalent, vindicat¬ 
ed his long-time collaborator. In an 
unprecedented and shocking move, he 
admitted that France was informed of and 
had controlled Denard’s activities until the 
’80s — when the socialists and supposed 
allies of Castro and Che Guevara had con¬ 
trol in France. For eight years in the ’50s 
and early ’60s, the director general said, he 
had handled Denard through a secret agent 
acting as intermediary. Their first personal 
contact was made in 1962 when the govern¬ 
ment needed Denard’s take on the situation 
in Katanga. During all of those years, 
claimed Roussin, Denard acted honestly, 
with discipline and discretion. 

General Jeannou Lacaze put a final touch 


on the canonization of Saint Denard. The 
general told how the colonel had often gra¬ 
ciously volunteered his services to France. 
This was a man, Lacaze said, who had 
repeatedly risked his life for France. The 
France of “secrets and silence” had always 
distanced itself from the dog of war Denard. 
Finally, Denard was out of the shadows. 

The Oscar Scene 

As praises of the hero echoed in the 
grand hall, Denard slumped over in a groan. 
He was shaky and pale. The court, the pros¬ 
ecutor and the audience flew into panic. 
Some feared the ordeal had led to his death, 
and they dreaded the thought of him dying a 
condemned man. Others had waited an 
entire decade for his conviction, and did not 
wish to be cheated of the final act. Denard 
gasped weakly, complaining of chest pain. 

The defense became irate. The Varauts, 
Denard’s lawyers, reminded the court of five 
requests that their client be spared from the 
harsh conditions of prison during the three- 
week trial. Defense attorneys had argued for 
their client’s freedom during the trial, saying 
Denard’s recent medical history included 
two heart attacks and prostate surgery. 

The guilt-ridden judge beckoned an 
emergency team that transported the patient 
to the judicial medical center. Denard spent 
the night there, but doctors determined his 
condition wasn’t serious. He returned to 
court the next day, where he continued his 
performance as a dejected old man slumped 
in a chair. 

The aged combatant dismissed his frail¬ 
ties at will. When provoked by witnesses, 
he dove into combat mode, leaping up in the 
defendant’s box like an agile, well-trained 
guard. He shouted at witnesses like a sentry 
on patrol. 

Coup —Faked Or Failed? 

“Ahmed was my friend. I did not create 
a coup. I respected the constitution,” 
Denard said. 

Then came the part everyone had been 
waiting for: What exactly happened that 
fateful night of 27 November 1989? 

The defendants had always maintained 
that the events of that night were a series of 
calamitous errors. The corrupt Forces 
Armees Comoriennes , the regular army, had 
been infiltrated by the communists. The 
army was trafficking in contraband, primar¬ 
ily arms. It was only a matter of time, 
Denard believed, before the festering condi¬ 
tions would explode. The Guarde 
Presidentelle , he decided, would fake a 
coup. The Guarde would blame the coup on 
the regular army, and then forcibly disarm it. 

President Abdullah, Denard testified, 
was fully cognizant of the plan. At 0010 
hours, 27 November, Abdullah signed the 
order to disarm the regular army. Moments 
later, he would die. 

The sound of gunfire outside of the pres¬ 
idential palace was deafening. The 
President’s personal guards, goes Denard’s 
story, had been led to believe that the regu¬ 
lar army would be starting a coup. 


They said Denard, in a desperate move 
to hang on to his empire — his fortunes, 
his omnipotence, his decadent lifestyle 
and multiple wives—plotted the 
President’s murder. 


60 


www.SDfmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ APRIL 2000 



Denard (in camouflage) is led away from the Kandami army barracks by French special forces 
during a tropical downpour near Moroni. 


Believing that, the guards began firing 
indiscriminately when they heard gunfire. 

Abdullah, in his pajamas, panicked at 
the sound of bullets ricocheting outside. He, 
too, feared rebel elements of the regular 
army had launched a coup. Abdullah, 
Denard said, became distraught and uncon¬ 
trollable. Denard knelt in front of the presi¬ 
dent’s armchair and slapped him, hoping to 
bring him to his senses. 

Just then, the President’s personal body¬ 
guard, Jaffar, stormed in. He saw Denard 
striking his master. Perceiving a threat, 
Jaffar fired a burst from his Kalashnikov at 
Denard. The seasoned soldier dove instinc¬ 
tively to the floor, dodging the bullets, 
which hit the President. Captain Siam, of 
Denard’s Guarde Presidentielle , returned 
fire at the bodyguard. Both the President 
and his bodyguard were dead. Commandant 
Marques, of the Guarde, was outside com¬ 
manding his troops. 

The simulated coup, the defendants 
claimed, had gone terribly awry. 

The Prosecutor’s Case 

Prosecutor Bilger relentlessly main¬ 
tained that the defendants were lying, and 
that their story was preposterous. The true 
story, he said, went like this: 

With the South African economy devas¬ 
tated by United Nations sanctions against 
Apartheid, the South African government 
needed to conduct commerce through the 
Comoro Islands. Denard had become a 
stumbling block. Under pressure from 
South African President De Clerk, President 
Abdullah was deposing Denard and forcing 
the collapse of his empire. 

They said Denard, in a desperate move 
to hang on to his empire — his fortunes, his 
omnipotence, his decadent lifestyle and 
multiple wives — plotted the president’s 
murder. Denard, prosecutors argued, made 
sure no one was in the presidential suite that 
night by ordering Commandant Marques to 
simulate a coup outside. With the phony 
coup in progress, prosecutors argued, 
Denard forced President Abdullah to sign 
the disarmament decree, then assassinated 
him and his bodyguard in cold blood. 

Prosecutors posed questions, suggesting 
Denard’s story didn’t add up. Would a pres¬ 
ident who was planning to fake a coup 
appear in pajamas? Would he be so dis¬ 
traught from hearing an anticipated ricochet 
of bullets that he would have to be slapped 
into remembering the plan? Why had he not 
signed the order of disarmament until a few 
minutes before the staged coup? 

Why had the bloody rugs and the guns 
been destroyed? Why a hostile siege of the 
palace by the Guarde Presidentielle follow¬ 
ing the assassination? Why was everyone, 
including the family of the president, barred 
from entering for two weeks? 

“Self-defense?” prosecutors mused. 
“Outrageous!” Rather, it was bold, pre¬ 
meditated murder. 

“Mission Impossible” 

With only three surviving witnesses 


— two in the defendant’s box and one a 
fugitive —the events were being recon¬ 
structed in a courtroom some 7,000 miles 
from the scene. 

The only physical evidence consisted of 
three bullets and bullet holes in a pajama, an 
armchair, and an air conditioner. No arms or 
cartridges were found. There had been no x- 
rays, no autopsy, no inquest — only an 
exam of the president’s body by a doctor 
before burial. 

Four years after the crime the govern¬ 
ment’s ballistics witness conducted scientif¬ 
ic analysis at the scene. He determined the 
President had been killed by five projec¬ 
tiles, shot one at a time from different loca¬ 
tions, in a well-planned assassination. 
Reconstruction of the angles of the shots, he 
complained — with no X-rays, no holes in 
the wall — was “mission impossible.” 

Subsequent defense testimony cast 
substantial doubt on the prosecution’s 
claim that President Abdullah was killed 
in an orchestrated assassination involving 
multiple weapons. The prosecution had 
fallen far short of proving to anyone that 
the President could not have been killed 
by a single burst from a Kalashnikov, as 
Denard claimed. 

Frantically, prosecutors tried to salvage 
their case against Denard. They engaged in 
character assassination. Honorable? Loyal? 
No way, said the prosecution. Denard is a 
self-serving traitor. When Soleih paid him, 
he turned on Abdullah. Then, at the behest 
of Abdullah, he turned on Soleih. 

He fought with Mobutu in the Congo, then 
against him. He fought with Nasser of Egypt, 
then turned on him. He converted from one 
religion to the next in his lust for sex. 

“The Truth” 

This is not a forum for intellectual plea¬ 
sure, defense attorneys argued. Rather, it’s a 
forum for truth. The government’s own key 


expert witness, they argued, could no longer 
support his ballistics theory. 

Varaut recaptured the portrayal of 
defense witnesses, who described Denard as 
a man of virtue, stability, Calvinistic work 
ethics, loyalty and seriousness. Not only did 
Denard have no personal interest in killing 
Abdullah, Varaut argued, but betrayal and 
assassination do not fit his character. Never, 
Varaut swore on his honor, could his warrior 
client have murdered a man he was hired to 
defend. This hero, Varaut beseeched fer¬ 
vently, would be incapable of betraying the 
republic for which he fearlessly fought and 
risked his life. 

Brilliantly, Varaut had made Denard and 
the Republic of France appear as one. To 
condemn Denard would be to crap on the 
Motherland. 

Denard sat in somber silence in the wake 
of his lawyer’s speech. His loyal co-defen¬ 
dant looked haggard and discomfited. 

Denard and Marques were acquitted on 
17 May 1999. Clearly, the prosecution had 
failed to prove its case. Yet questions clear¬ 
ly remain about that fateful night in 1989, 
and Capt. Siam remains at large. The dark, 
untold secrets of that fatal night may be for¬ 
ever hidden in the hearts of Denard, 
Marques and fugitive Siam. Secrecy and 
bravery have always kept Denard and his 
trainees alive and in power. 

In an invitation to meres, Denard once 
wrote: “Absolute secrecy, and conquered 
fear, are the key words to your success. To 
them is attached a fidelity. Without your 
comrades you are nothing and they are noth¬ 
ing without you. You must choose them well, 
prepare them for their missions, and always 
prove to them that you are their chief.” 

And so the soldier, and his fortune, 
live on. 

Dr Martin Brass is a frequent contribu¬ 
tor to SOF. # 
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Undercover with the ESPU 


by Rob Krott 


» was a pleasant Sunday afternoon, 24 December 1994, 
when two South African game rangers sitting in their camp 
along the Umfolozi River heard the shots. Running toward 
the sound, they stopped in the bush, panting, 4 kilometers later, and 
heard another burst of gunfire. Now having a better idea of the 
source of the shooting, they began crawling up to a creek feeding 
the Umfolozi. There they observed two men sawing the horn off a 
poached rhino. One of the rangers fired a warning shot, prompting 
the poachers to flee. Splitting up, the rangers began running through 
the bush again, but this time in pursuit of the armed rhino poachers. 
A third poacher was spotted and shooting broke out. The firefight 
continued as it began raining. With dusk approaching, the rangers 
broke contact. The crime scene was inspected in the morning. Amid 
the AK47 cases littering the ground, the rangers found one dead 
poacher, a .303 caliber hunting rifle, a shotgun, and the carcasses of 
four white rhinos. 

With millions of dollars of ivory, rhino horn, and exotic animals 
at stake, protecting endangered species is a 
demanding and dangerous job for any law 
enforcement agency. In a country rich in 
endangered wildlife like South Africa, where 


the illegal traffic in endangered flora and fauna seems to increase 
every day, this is especially true. Eager buyers for endangered 
species of birds, snakes, plants, as well as valuable ivory and rhino 
horn are found in nearly every comer of the world. Little wonder 
that the annual value of wildlife crime now exceeds U.S. $8 billion. 
In 1989, South Africa was accused of participating in international 
ivory smuggling. This was especially embarrassing for South Africa 
because it was a signatory to the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the inter¬ 
national controlling body for endangered species which came into 
existence in 1982. It was feared there would be a replay of what had 
happened in Angola, where one of Africa’s largest elephant popula¬ 
tions, along with a once-healthy rhino population, were virtually 
destroyed by roving bands of soldiers and poachers armed with 
automatic weapons. 

The law enforcement professionals who turned the tide in South 
Africa’s war against poachers are the agents of the Endangered 
Species Protection Unit (ESPU), a special unit charged with com¬ 
bating illegal trafficking in wildlife. Set up in 1989 by the South 
African Police Service (SAPS) as an outgrowth of the stock theft 
unit, the initial focus for ESPU was halting the poaching and smug¬ 
gling of rhino horn and elephant ivory. Officially, the ESPU was 
formed with the overall vision to ensure South Africa’s natural her¬ 
itage is preserved through professional law enforcement. The 
ESPU’s mission is to curtail the international 
trade in endangered species which uses the 
Republic of South Africa as a conduit, by 
using a multinational approach and early 
identification of crime trends to initiate 
proactive operations. The ESPU investigates 
illegal hunting, smuggling, possession, and 
trade in endangered species or products, as 
well as the smuggling and illegal dumping of 


(above) A South African game ranger recovers 
evidence, including valuable bullets, from a 
poached rhino, (right) The bloody remains of 
poached rhinos. With millions of dollars of 
ivory, rhino horn and exotic animals at stake, 
protecting endangered species is a demanding 
and dangerous job law enforcement agencies 
take seriously in South Africa. 


A poached rhino in the northern province of 
Kapama. 
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radioactive and toxic waste. ESPU also inves¬ 
tigates African cultural and historical artifact 
theft. Since 1989 ESPU has conducted more 
than 1,000 investigations into wildlife crime, 
seizing smuggled ivory, rhino horn, marine 
species, rare plants, and endangered birds 
worth tens of millions of dollars. 

Would You Like A Cup Of Tea? 

Through friends in the South African mil¬ 
itary, I was able to spend some time with the 
ESPU. Escorted by ESPU public relations 
officer Captain Petronel Niewoudt, a viva¬ 
cious gray-eyed blonde who looked more like 
a runway model than a police official, and 
retired USAF officer and Vietnam veteran 
Mike McPike, accomplished African big- 
game hunter, conservationist and owner of 
Global Adventures (303-791-9959), we drove 
to the ESPU headquarters in Pretoria. The 
villa, formerly a private estate complete with 
tennis courts, swimming pool, pub, riding 
paddock and stables, was provided to the unit 
by the ESPU Trust. 

Most of the unit’s 40-odd officers were out 
in the field conducting investigations or par¬ 
ticipating in ongoing undercover operations. 
Petronel introduced me to several officers 
who were busy cleaning their weapons after 
proficiency training at the firing range. While 
the cops worked on their weapons, we talked 
hardware. They had just worked out with 
UZIs, .308 caliber R3s (short-barrel, folding- 
stock FN FAL clones), Beretta M202 12- 
gauge pump shotguns, and their duty pistols. 
Other weapons used by ESPU officers 
include: Rl-308 caliber SLRs, R2-folding 
stock .308 caliber SLRs, R3s, R4-5.56mm 
Galil clones and R5-short barrel R4s. Many 
of the rifles are painted in camouflage pat¬ 
terns and equipped with Bushnell optical 
sights. The ESPU agents carry a variety of 
9mm handguns, including Beretta 92s, the 
“Zed” or Z-88, an Armscorp Beretta clone, 
and the Vector SP-1 “Sport.” Many of the 
women officers carry the 9mm Kurz (.380) 
Walther PPK. The CPI-9mm compact is pop¬ 
ular with many of the undercover agents. 
ESPU agents are trained for dynamic entries 
and special operations and they carry smoke 
grenades and Thun-Flash flashbang grenades 
in their cars along with PVS-4 style night- 
vision optical sights for their rifles. 

They’re well trained in the use of this 
equipment, and a number of the ESPU offi¬ 
cers are combat veterans of South Africa’s 
elite military units. Steve S., a world-class 
extreme SCUBA diver, previously served 
with the Koevoet, an elite police counter-ter¬ 
rorist unit which carried out military combat 
operations in South West Africa (now known 
as Namibia). Koevoet operations were akin to 
a mechanized force of U.S. Army Rangers. 

Definition Of “Expert” 

Next stop on the tour was the evidence 
room. Here the evidence is logged in until the 
cases go to trial. The evidence room was jam- 
packed with racks of elephant tusks, boxes of 
cut ivory blocks, piles of rhino horn and curi¬ 
ously, several fake rhino horns. The fake 
rhino homs were made of wood, clay and 


( \ 
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Editor s note: The Wilderness Conserwncy needs your help to continue its out¬ 
standing seivice in the fight against wildlife poaching in southern Africa. Following is 
an explanation of the agency and its work, as described by Dr. Robert N. Cleaves, pres¬ 
ident of the .conservancy. 

The Wilderness Conservancy 
anti-poaching projects in southern 
Africa have been extremely effec¬ 
tive through the use of our six light 
aircraft. In the areas where the few 
remaining viable populations of 
white and black rhinos were locat¬ 
ed, they were heavily targeted by 
poachers (KwaZulu-Natal and 
Kruger National Park, in South 
Africa, and the reserves in 
Zimbabwe). We have brought 
poaching to a near halt. Elephant 
poaching in these areas has also 
been stopped. All wildlife in our 
areas of patrol has benefited from 
our patrol operations. These results 
have been possible only because of 
donations received from the 
American public. In this regard, 

100 percent of all donations to the 
Wilderness Conservancy go to our projects and none to wages, expenses, administra¬ 
tive costs, etc. We have no employees. All who help donate their time, skills and 
expenses — including me (in addition, I donate all administrative costs in addition to 
100 percent of my time). 

However, fundraising is not easy. In order to keep our operations going, we need 
many things. For example, we lost two aircraft in anti-poaching. Without insurance I 
could not have promptly replaced them. Maintenance and repair is a major item, as is 
fuel. Our aircraft are very economical — five American Champion 8GCBC Scouts and 
one 1972 Cessna U206F. Our annual budget for everything is only $100,000. 

There are certain urgent needs for which I do not have funding. I had to bring two 
of our aircraft back to the U.S. for repair and air worthiness compliance upgrades. On 
the Cessna, the auto-pilot system needs a new Horizontal Situation Indicator (HIS), a 
Sandel SN3308 ($7,895 plus labor); new radios, GPS, transponder and audio panel 
(ours are more than 20 years old and fading) ($20,000); Flint long-range tip tanks 
($9,004); new air vents ($495); a new tachometer ($550); an aircraft cover to protect 
the plastic windows and interior from heat ($375); a reinforcement kit for the hori¬ 
zontal stabilizer bulkhead ($625), a vertical stabilizer aft spar attach bulkhead 
($1,200), and an annual inspection ($2,500). 

Our 1979 Scout has cracks in its wing spars and thus needs new wings ($23,500) and 
new fabric as it has been in the hot Zambezi sun for 10 years and not hangared ($7,700). 

The Cessna had been serving the South African Police Endangered Species 
Protection Unit and the Wildlife Breeding Resource Center. The Scout has been serving 
the Zimbabwe Department of National Parks and Wildlife Management. 

For Shamwari Game Reserve, we badly need three night-vision items — two binoc¬ 
ulars and one monocular (the latter such as the ITT 190 with the 10X zoom so it can be 
attached to a camera with a “C” adapter). 

Anything donated will provide the donor with a tax deduction. Wilderness 
Conservancy is an IRS 501 C (3) tax-exempt foundation. 

For anyone who might not be interested in African projects, I am putting a Cessna 
206 into operation in Baja, Calif., and Sonora, Mexico (with the cooperation of the 
Mexican government). It will be used for marine patrol along the west and east coasts of 
Baja and the west coast of Sonora in conjunction with the gray whale issue, sea turtle 
nesting sites and with locating, tagging and tracking killer whales in the Sea of Cortez. 
We need funding for insurance, fuel and landing, tie down and navigation facility fees. 
Our volunteer pilots provide their own expenses for room and board. 

For more information, visit our web site at: www.instanet.com/~wildcon. 

Best regards, 

Dr. Robert N. Cleaves, President 
Wilderness Conservancy 
1224 Roberto Lane 
Los Angeles, CA 90077-2334 
(310)472-2593 wildcon@instanet.com 
-----/ 


Wilderness Conservancy 



Dr. Robert N. Cleaves (right), president of the 
Wilderness Conservancy, confronts three suspect¬ 
ed poachers (kneeling), who are held at gun point 
by game scouts. Dr. Cleaves spotted the poachers 
while flying the conservancy’s 1978 Bellanca 
8GCBC Scout aircraft overTembe Elephant Park in 
South Africa. 
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even mud and are usually passed off at night 
by hustlers hoping to cash in on the very 
lucrative illicit trade in rhino horn. 

Rhino horn is prized in the Far East for 
its supposed aphrodisiac properties. The 
horn is ground into powder and used in 
traditional medicines in the Orient. In 
Korea it is rolled into balls and covered 
with gold leaf to make chung sin hwan , a 
remedy for high blood pressure. In China, 
rhino horn is known as kwong kwok and 
the ground powder is taken in capsules. In 
the Yemen, rhino horn is used for the han¬ 
dle of the djambia, an ornamental dagger 
worn by men. Previously only the very 
wealthy could afford genuine rhino horn 
daggers, but more and more Yemenis are 
lucratively employed in the Gulf oil fields 
and can now afford them. Rhino poaching 
is a big money business and getting bigger 
all the time. As one conservationist 
explained it to me, “The Black Rhino’s 
front horn can weigh as much as 10 
pounds, and the back horn, about six 
pounds. Rhino horn brings about U.S. $50 
an ounce in the Far East and in Yemen, so 
a single rhino is worth about U.S. $11,000 
for his horn alone.” 

Though heralded as a great idea by certain conservationists, 
chugging the rhinos and sawing off their horns to make the animals 
valueless to poachers hasn’t proven to be the cure-all for South 
Africa’s poaching problem. TTie poachers still shoot the hornless 
rhino so they won’t waste time tracking the same animal in the 
future. The ESPU’s response to ideas like this proposed by foreign 
experts is: “An expert is a bullshitter making money overseas.” 

Deep Gover And False Flags 

While still a captain with the stock theft unit, Pieter Lategan 
was instructed by the Minister of Law and Order, Adriaan Vlok, to 
take charge of investigations into international organized crime 
syndicates that trade in endangered species. The officers of the 
stock theft unit, mostly bom to the veld , were men from the farm¬ 
lands of South Africa who were at home in the bush. Pieter 
Lategan was one of these farmboys-turned-poJicemen. Having 
grown up in the rugged semi-desert area of Karoo, he is a staunch 
conservationist who has relentlessly hunted poachers and smug¬ 
glers. Lategan is well known internationally among conservation¬ 
ists and wildlife police as a no-nonsense cop. In a speech to a gov¬ 
ernment committee of CITES, Lategan said, “If we fail to effec¬ 
tively control the illegal trade in endangered species and products 
of such species, an offense is committed not only against every 
tax-paying citizen, by way of loss of income in eco-tourism, but 
also by way of destruction of our natural heritage as well as the 
natural environment where bio-diversity is disturbed.” 

Lategan attended the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center at Glynco, Ga., graduating from a course in wildlife 
enforcement operations in 1993. Colonel Lategan was impressed 


with the U.S. facility and with its methods 
of investigation. He credits his friends in 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
training in undercover operations ESPU 
agents have received for helping the 
5 ESPU to develop into the professional unit 
| that it is today. According to Lategan, 
“Ten years ago, undercover ops were 
unknown [to us]. There was a lack of 
knowledge to investigate organized 
crime.” ESPU undercover operations were 
initiated in 1989 with Operation Lock, 
which involved the arrest or “termination” 
of ivory and rhino horn poachers by ex- 
British SAS soldiers, in a mission funded 
by a conservation organization. 

While ESPU operations are known to 
many in the U.S., thanks to the Discovery 
Channel’s Animal Planet TV show, the unit 
keeps a lower profile in South Africa. The 
TV show has not aired in South Africa in 
order to protect ESPU tactics and tech¬ 
niques as well as the identities of the offi¬ 
cers. Undercover operations often leave the 
agent without friends and cut off from his 
family. This is especially true of deep cover 
operations. ESPU runs both undercover 
agents and “deep cover” agents. Those 
involved in deep cover might be in with a syndicate for as long as a 
year. All ESPU undercover agents are SAPS officers. Informants, 
recruited by ESPU agents, are key ingredients to success in the 
undercover game. “Players” in the international smuggling business 
are also co-opted or turned. This may be done as a false flag recruit¬ 
ment, where the undercover agent recruits informants as part of 
what is believed by the informant to be a criminal enterprise. The 
informants think they’re just double-dealing their criminal accom¬ 
plices or bosses to the competition. They are unaware that their con¬ 
tact is actually an ESPU agent. Colonel Lategan stressed that the 
ESPU is careful in its dealings with informants and its buy-bust 
takedowns: “There’s a fine line between enticement and accommo¬ 
dation, . Agents can be charged in court with enticement .” ESPU 
agents have had no problems in this regard. 

When Lategan talks about infiltrating the illegal trade in wildlife, 
he’s not talking about the occasional neighborhood poacher — he’s 
referring to organized syndicates who can move tons of materiel 
through several countries. Establishing bona fides in the internation¬ 
al smuggling and illicit wildlife trafficking rings isn’t as difficult as 
one might suppose. According to Lategan, “Your biggest cover story 
is a South African passport. They (the poachers, smugglers and deal¬ 
ers) naturally believe a white undercover agent is a buyer because 
that’s what they’ve seen in the past — white South African buyers.” 
Lategan speaks from experience, having participated in several 
undercover operations. Once, while undercover, he made an arrest 
armed only with a feather duster by sticking the handle in the sus¬ 
pect’s back and waiting for assistance. 

Superintendent Pierre Erasmus is Lategan’s deputy and the 
brains behind many of the unit’s undercover stings and investiga- 


Author (left) with endangered white rhino in 
Kruger National Park, (center) Steve S. with 
scoped R-3 rifle and ESPU BMW sedan, (right) 
Colonel Lategan with confiscated ivory in the 
evidence room. 



The illicit trade in endangered reptiles has 
broadened the focus of the ESPU to include 
more than just big game. 
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tions. Erasmus, while serving as a SAPS officer, first went under¬ 
cover in the Boer Mafia (while Boer usually refers to white 
Afrikaner , the Boer Mafia is actually multi-racial). Pierre actually 
spent several stints in jail while undercover in the Boer Mafia, 
including doing time as the cellmate of the Mafia’s “godfather.” 
After his cover was blown at the end of the investigation, he 
received several death threats and is still under a protective escort. 
Erasmus hasn’t testified in a third of the cases yet, some dating back 
four or five years. With as much as 500 million Rand ($100 million 
U.S.) involved in some of the crimes, it’s easy to see why a contract 
is out on Pierre. Killing Erasmus, the star witness, would destroy 
about 95% of the cases now pending trial. And the so-called “god¬ 
father,” Pierre’s old “cellie”? He’s going to do about 80-90 years in 
the gray-bar hotel. After this long-running undercover operation, 
really the first of its kind for the SAPS, Erasmus was recruited by 
the ESPU in February 1995 to help them develop the same type of 
long-reaching, deep-cover operations. 

Snakes For Sale 

“I don’t know much about reptiles,” Erasmus said, pointing to 
two preserved specimens on his desk. “These were sent to me by a 
friend in New York.” But reptiles are now big business and are the 
third most smuggled commodity in the world behind drugs and guns, 
though some opinions differ, saying diamonds are number three and 
snakes are number four. The illicit trade in illegally harvested reptiles 
amounts to about $50 million U.S. a year. According to Erasmus, 
reptile poaching broadened the vision of the unit. 

In a 1994 operation, Erasmus went undercover in the exotic 
snake trade, masquerading as a wealthy South African businessman 
looking to make a killing as a reptile smuggler. Because his involve¬ 
ment in the high-profile Boer Mafia case was sure to become pub¬ 
lic knowledge with the trials, Erasmus knew he had a limited 
amount of time to continue operating as an undercover agent. 
“When I went undercover I knew I was on borrowed time.” he said. 
But he also knew that if he could complete one good long-term 
covert operation before publicity and court appearances blew his 
cover, it would be a success. Kurt Kennell, of George, South Africa, 
a well-known dealer in exotic reptiles, was Erasmus’ mark. Kennell, 
befriended by Erasmus, introduced him to four of Europe’s biggest 
reptile dealers. “These guys previously were like faceless phantoms. 
No one [in law enforcement] knew who they were ” said Erasmus. 
All that changed with Erasmus’ deep-cover op. 

In addition to coordinating with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Department during operations in Germany and the Netherlands, 
Erasmus came to work closely with Dutch and German police agen¬ 
cies. He was very impressed with the Germans’ surveillance tech¬ 
nology, and the experience was invaluable — enabling him to inte¬ 
grate some of what he learned from his opposite number in the 
Bundespolizei into ESPU doctrine. In the course of the operation, 
Erasmus visited an apartment in Amsterdam where a smuggler kept 
his stock of 5,000 spiders — and two Australian wallabies. He also 
met Peter Panhuizen, the top international smuggler and collector of 
exotic snakes. Panhuizen bragged how he had become a millionaire 
by dealing in endangered snakes. According to Lategan, Panhuizen 
is known to have made several smuggling trips to Madagascar. “He 
is a CITES Appendix I connoisseur. If you want rare snakes from 
Madagascar, you go to Panhuizen. He also has the cheapest prices, 
and like a stamp collector of the highest caliber, he’s well-known 
within the reptile collector’s community.” says Lategan. CITES 
Appendix I animals from Madagascar have been poached heavily 
just because of their endangered (and therefore rare and sought after) 
status, which has brought some species to the point of extinction. No 
matter; if Panhuizen needs it, he’ll go there and poach it himself. 

Plants For Snobs 

Even stranger than the reptile collectors are the plant collectors. 
Operation Jurassic, the investigation into the smuggling of cycads, 
was scheduled to terminate sometime in July 1998, a few weeks 
after my visit with the unit. Cycads of the species Encephalartos 
laevifolius (prehistoric plants) have become a status symbol. The 
value of cycads is determined by the rarity and size of the specific 
species and buyers have paid as much as R250 per centimeter at 



Poached elephants, once tusks are removed, are typically left to rot in 
the sun. 


auction. The snob value of this prehistoric plant is the main reason 
for cycads being sold at such high prices. They are smuggled over¬ 
seas to enthusiasts and horticultural collectors; often being “laun¬ 
dered” through legitimate greenhouses and botanical gardens. 

Because of their wide-ranging areas of concern, the unit is orga¬ 
nized into four different components (see diagram). The Flora and 
Fauna Team is concerned with tusk, hom, plants and trees. Based upon 
intelligence worked up by Information Analysis , the Covert 
Operations Team plans and conducts long-term covert operations, 
recruits informants and operatives, and conducts the infiltration of 
smuggling syndicates. The Special Investigation Unit handles cases as 
directed by the unit commander. Separate investigations occasionally 
overlap as the same suspect will often deal in different commodities. 

The ESPU also assists other SAPS agencies in their investiga¬ 
tions involving wildlife crime. A recent case which received a lot of 
attention in South Africa and abroad was the investigation involving 
illegal lion hunts. Lions were lured from parks, caged, drugged and 
then shot by well-heeled “hunters.” Estimated cost for one of these 
“canned lions” was $15,000 (U.S.). Although the investigation into 
the canned lion scandal was not a unit mandate (lions are not an 
endangered species), the ESPU assisted when their involvement was 
requested. It was also good public relations for the unit, as ESPU 
receives a lot of cooperation from Safari Club International. 

ESPU 2000 

The overall impression of the ESPU is one of quiet, unassuming 
competence. Since the ESPU is an elite unit somewhat isolated from 
the goings-on in its parent SAPS, it hasn’t experienced some of the 
problems now plaguing the South African Police Service. Like all 
traditional institutions and government agencies in South Africa, the 
SAPS is undergoing some difficulties with the new mandated racial 
integration .There have been questions raised about the competence, 
suitability, preparation, and even understanding of the job exhibited 
by some of the new appointees. As in all police forces, the SAPS is 
concerned with corruption. ESPU has busted dirty police officers 
who were actually dealing poached rhino hom while wearing their 
uniforms. In August 1997, the ESPU cooperated in a multi-agency 
investigation into allegations that members of the SAPS and the 
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) were 
involved in illegal hunting expeditions. The investigation resulted in 
the arrest of several people, including two employees of the DEAT. 
In another case, a Kruger National Park ranger killed 27 rhino over 
the course of four years and the crimes weren’t discovered until 18 
months after he left the park service. 

The world-famous Kruger National Park has lost some elephant 
and rhino, but the problem is under control. According to Lategan, 
“There is no great threat to rhino and elephant, but to what is com¬ 
ing across our borders. Ivory and rhino hom are smuggled into 
South Africa from Uganda because the buyers are here. We protect 
our borders to stop the illegal trafficking.” Working on cross-border 

Continued on page 73 
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ongoing argument for years, if not decades, whenever 
the subject of fighting handguns and their respective 
calibers come up is which is better: lighter weight bul¬ 
lets at higher velocities or heavier bullets that move more slowly? 

Factors like chamber pressure, recoil absorption and other out¬ 
side influences force most heavy calibers to launch their bullets at 
slower speeds, yet many combat veterans tend to favor the latter 
side of the argument simply because of personal experience with 
the .45 ACP caliber 1911 pistol. The only instance many might 
concede for light & fast versus slow & heavy would be while 
shooting thin-skinned, non-threatening varmints many civilian 
sportsman enjoy hunting. Otherwise, many experts remain con¬ 
vinced a big bore in any hand-held firearm is the way to go and 
they interpret the introduction of yet another medium bore, high 
velocity handgun cartridge about as seriously as they would a 
peace initiative from Milosevic. 

All of this is pertinent because of the recent introduction of 
another self-defense cartridge — the .357 Sig round. The buzz 
among many law-enforcement professionals is this new round sur¬ 
passes the performance of the .357 Magnum revolver round, while 
being chambered in a high capacity (law-enforcement only) format. 

Being something of a cynic, I recently tested a new handgun 


design in this cartridge from Sig, the Model 2340 — the Sig Pro. 

The .357 Sig round is not all that revolutionary in that it is mere¬ 
ly the .40 S&W case necked down to a .35 caliber projectile. Sig, 
much to their dismay I’m sure, wasn’t the first to think of this idea 
as others had the same thought almost as soon as the .40 S&W round 
was introduced a few years back. In Europe, the ammunition firm 
MFS , of Hungary, came out with their variation of the same basic 
idea at the same time, if not a little bit before Sig and Federal 
Cartridge Company introduced the .357 Sig round. MFS called their 
round the 9x22, although the sample I have from an IWA show in 
Nuremberg several years back is stamped “9mmMOR”. If there is a 
difference between the two rounds, the MFS version has a slightly 
longer neck. Regardless of who was actually first to develop this 
type of medium bore cartridge, the .357 Sig is the current buzz 
among many in law enforcement. 

At present, the Texas Department of Public Safety has adopted 
Sig handguns in .357 Sig caliber and while any carefully annotated 
and cross-referenced report has yet to be published, the rumor is that 
Texas Highway Patrolman are satisfied that it works like a death ray 
from an ultra-modem space gun. The factory ammunition now 
being loaded is certainly producing significant velocity if the pro¬ 
jectile being fired weighs less than 125 grains. In our testing, we 
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found that jacketed hollowpoint loads from Remington, Homady 
and Speer were all averaging at 1,300 fps or more with the 125 grain 
bullet when fired from the sample Sig Pro. Federal’s was somewhat 
slower but still close enough to count as it averaged 1,286 fps. 
Whether this is true progress or just another marketing attempt to 
get your money remains to be seen until actual shooting reports can 
be scrutinized by people with a firm basis in scientific research. 

The Sig Pro that was used in our testing is Sig’s first attempt at 
a polymer pistol. It follows the format established previously with 
Sig pistols because it features a decocking lever on the left side of 
the forward portion of the grip. The gun itself is about the same size 
as the Sig Model 228/229 series of pistols and features a black stain¬ 
less steel slide. The polymer components consist of the frame body, 
the non-captive recoil spring guide rod, the magazine baseplate 
assembly and the magazine follower. The polymer frame has been 
designed for the attachment of accessory products like tactical 
lamps and lasers by provision of attachment rails on the dust cover 
forward of the trigger guard. 

The Sig Pro is a recoil-operated firearm and the barrel is a 
Browning dropping barrel design. The trigger mechanism is modu¬ 
lar and can be changed from double action/single action to a double- 
action-only design by a Sig-trained armorer. However, the grips can 
be changed on the grip frame by the consumer. Two different grips 
come with the gun. One grip has stippling and the other is covered 
with a rubber bump pattern. 

The Sig Pro has an automatic firing-pin safety and safety notch 
in the hammer. A cautionary note is that the hammer should be low¬ 
ered only through activation of the decocking lever and not by man¬ 
ually lowering the hammer. Otherwise, the sear may not intercept 
the safety notch in the hammer and a dangerous condition may arise. 

Take-down procedures with the Sig Pro are different than the 



methods used on previous Sig pistols. First of all, there is no frame 
mounted take-down lever. The Sig Pro uses the slide stop lever and 
cross-pin to lock the slide and barrel to the frame. It must be 
removed by being pushed from the frame with a right to left move¬ 
ment of the crosspin. Once the crosspin has been removed the slide 
may removed from the frame, followed by removal of the recoil 
spring and guide rod assembly and barrel from the slide. 

Shooting the Sig Pro in .357 Sig caliber is very similar to shoot¬ 
ing a “+P” 9mm pistol. There is very little felt recoil, but it does 
come with a significant muzzle bark. The .357 Sig cartridge appears 
to be an accurate cartridge and a round that demonstrates a relative¬ 
ly flat trajectory when compared against the .45 Auto round. 

The Sig Pro is a comfortable pistol to shoot and it operates in 
exactly the same manner as the Sig 220, 226, 228, and 229. The 
move by most handgun manufacturers to polymer frames has been 
motivated in large part to build a pistol for less cost. Whatever the 
purpose behind the Sig Pro, it is a solid design that works. 

As for the .357 Sig cartridge the jury is still out on this new 
round until it can be analyzed through a process of scientific review 
that will separate the facts from the myth of this new “death ray.” 

For further information, contact: SIG Arms Inc., Corporate Park, 
Exeter, NH 03833; tel: 603-772-2302; fax: 603-772-9082. y( 
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P olymer-framed pistols are by now de rigueur and almost every 
major handgun manufacturer from the United States to Russia 
now fields one or more. Although Glock certainly focused 
attention on this concept as a consequence of their eventual total 
dominance of the U.S. law enforcement market, they were not the 
first. Back in the late 1960s, H&K introduced the P9S pistol, which 
featured, like most of their shoulder-mounted weapons, a delayed- 
blowback, roller-locked system of operation. This pistol’s “frame” 
was composed of two components: a plastic trigger-guard/front 
strap and a sheet-metal receiver. A one-piece plastic grip was held 
to the rear of the receiver by two screws 
positioned through the backstrap. 

Furthermore, the H&K VP70 caliber 
9mm Parabellum machine pistol and its 
semiauto equivalent, the VP70Z — both 
designed during the same time frame as 
the P9S — had frames made entirely of 
plastic, although they were reinforced at 
appropriate points with steel. Both the 
P9S and VP70 appeared more than a 
decade before Gaston Glock’s pistol was 
ever even conceived. 

In recent years a number of highly 
respected manufacturers, to include CZ- 
USA, Kel-Tec Kimber, Ruger, SIG 
Arms, Smith & Wesson and Walther 
have hopped on the polymer bandwagon. 


Latest entry is the highly innovative, locked-breech, short-recoil- 
operated Steyr M-Series, developed and manufactured by Steyr 
Mannlicher AG & Co. KG (Dept. SOF, A-4400 Steyr, P.O. Box 1000, 
Mannlicherstrasse 1, Steyr, Austria). Steyr products are imported and 
distributed by GSI, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 129, Trussville, AL 
35173-0129; phone: 205-655-8299; fax: 205-655-7078). 

There are two significant reasons for the prevailing impetus on 
the use polymer in modem handgun design and fabrication. First, 
and foremost, injection-molded polymers are far more cost-effec¬ 
tive than any other material. Secondly, they furnish sufficient 
strength and resilience for handgun 
frames, with even the most powerful 
semiautomatic pistol cartridges, and yet 
provide a lightweight package. It’s not 
necessary to conjure up any more rea¬ 
sons for the present popularity of poly¬ 
mer-framed pistols. 

Steyr calls the material used in the 
frames of both their new M40 (caliber 
.40 S&W) and M9 (9mm Parabellum) 
pistols, an “Advanced Ultra-Rigid 
Synthetic.” Call it what you will, it’s 
basically a polymer-type material. 
Soldier Of Fortune was recently present¬ 
ed with an opportunity to test and eval¬ 
uate both of these pistols. They have 
some intriguing features. 



Steyr M9 polymer-framed pistol Is chambered for the 
9mm Parabellum cartridge. Shown is the key provided 
with the commercial version for the limited-access lock. 
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The length of the slide is 6.97 inches 
(176 mm). The height is 5.35 inches (136 
mm), with a width of 1.18 inches (30 mm) 
in the grip area. Weight, without magazine, 
of the M40 is 23.87 ounces (682 grams). 

The M9 weighs 23.17 ounces (662 grams). 

The empty polymer magazines weigh 2.97 
ounces (85 grams) each. With an overall 
length of 4 inches (101 mm), the six- 
groove barrels have a right-hand twist of 
the appropriate rate for each caliber. 

The drop-free magazines are of the 
staggered-column, single-position-feed, 
detachable box-type. There are cutouts 
on each side of the frame at the bottom to assist in removing a 
jammed magazine. Capacity is 10 rounds for U.S. models and 12 
and 14 rounds for the M40 and M9, respectively, outside the United 
States and for U.S. law enforcement use only. 

The fixed, combat-type sights are quite unusual. Called 
Triangle/Trapezoid sights by Steyr, the front sight blade features a 
white triangle at the rear. This is aligned with two angled white lines 
on each side of the open trapezoidal rear sight. The contention is that 
this system leads the eye directly to the target for more rapid acquisi¬ 
tion. Maybe. The sight radius is 6.22 inches (158 mm). 

There are three safety systems on these pistols. First, a Reset 
Action Safety System, similar to that of the Glock, is deactivated 
only when the trigger is pressed. There is also a manual safety in 
front of and above the trigger. Engaged manually, it can quickly be 
deactivated by lifting the trigger finger. Finally, there is an integrat¬ 
ed, limited-access lock that permits the pistol to be disabled by 
means of a separate key. A law enforcement model uses a handcuff 
key for this purpose. In addition, there are cutouts on each side of 
the front of the trigger guard. Their intended purpose is to lay the 
trigger finger on the cutout when observing “Rule 3” (Keep your 
finger off the trigger until your sights are on the target). 

There are also accessory rails on either side of the front of the frame 
which have been designed to accept accessories such as flashlights and 
laser units. The human engineering effort applied to the Steyr M-Series 
handguns was considerable. The top of the frame’s backstrap has a dis¬ 
tinctive “camel’s hump” configuration. This serves to bring the hand 


(left) The modular slide guide, which can be 
easily removed from the frame, contains 
the trigger assembly, manual safety and 
slide release lever, (below) Steyr M40 pis¬ 
tol, fieldstripped. 


There is a visual/tactile loaded cham¬ 
ber indicator at the rear of the slide. The 
magazine catch/release button is located 
directly to the rear of the trigger guard. 
The length of trigger travel is 0.015-inch 
(4 mm). Trigger pull is calibrated at the 
factory for precisely 4.8 pounds (2.2 kg). 

I fired both the M40 and M9 with a 
wide range of ammunition, 
that included Winchester 
(Ranger and generic), 
Remington, Black Hills, 
Norma, Federal and CCI 
Blazer. There were no stop¬ 
pages throughout the 
approximately one thousand 
rounds fired. Accuracy at 25 
yards was approximately 3 
inches. That’s more than suf¬ 
ficient for a combat hand¬ 
gun. Both of these pistols 

exhibited very low perceived recoil. 

Priced competitively, with a substantial amount of state-of-the- 
art high technology and human engineering, the M-Series handguns 
represent a serious effort on the part of Steyr Mannlicher to claim 
their share of the polymer pistol market. 

The commercial version, of either the M40 or M9, complete 
with a lockable storage case, two keys for the limited-access lock, 
and two 10-round magazines, carries a suggested retail price of 
$609.95. The law-enforcement version, which comes with three 
high-capacity magazines and two handcuff keys, sells for $649.95. 
Uncle Mike’s, Galco and Safariland are all presently making hol¬ 
sters for the M-Series. Self-luminous night sights will be available 
in the near future. ^ 




closer to the bore’s axis and thus reduce muz¬ 
zle jump and the recoil impulse. It also pro¬ 
vides a more comfortable grip. 

The steel slide has a tough tennifer finish. 
The slide’s rail channels have been cut at a 
45-degree angle to accommodate the four 
steel guide rails integrated into the unique 
modular slide guide in the frame, which are 
also set at 45 degrees. This permits the slide to 
set lower on the frame. In turn, the top round 
in the magazine then pushes upward on the 
slide and centers it over the frame. This mod¬ 
ular slide guide, which can be easily removed 
from the frame, contains the trigger assembly, 
manual safety and slide-release lever. 

The grip-to-frame angle (defined as the 
angle between the front leading edge of the 
grips and a line drawn normal — perpendicu¬ 
lar — to the bore’s axis) is 21 degrees, just 4 
degrees greater than that of the Colt 
M1911A1 Government Model. This slightly 
greater angle enhances the pistol’s natural 
pointing characteristics. The manual safety in 
the trigger guard and that portion of the frame 
directly above the trigger are angled down¬ 
ward 10 degrees to more closely match 
human anatomy. Horizontal serrations are 
found on the front and back straps. They are 
integral with the injection-molded frame, as 
are the Steyr logos on each side of the grip 
portion of the frame. There is a single finger 
swell above the serrations on the front strap. 


Steyr N40/N9 Specifications 


Calibers: 
Method of operation: 


Feed Mechanism: 


Overall length, slide: 

Height: 
Width, at the grips: 
Weight, without magazine: 

Barrel length: 
Barrel: 


Suggested retail price: 


Manufacturer: 


Importer/Distributor: 
T&E summary: 


M40: .40 S&W; M9:9mm Parabellum. 

Locked-breech, short-recoil-operated.Three safety systems: Reset Action Safety 
System, Manual Safety and key-operated, Limited-Access Lock. 

Staggered-column, single-position-feed, detachable box-type magazines. Capacities: 
10 rounds for commercial versions; law enforcement: 12 and 14 rounds for .40 
S&W and 9mm Parabellum models, respectively. 

6.97 inches (176 mm). 

5.35 inches (136 mm). 

1.18 inches (30 mm). 

M40:23.87 ounces (682 grams); M9:23.17 ounces (662 grams). Magazines: 2.97 
ounces (85 grams). 

4 inches (101 mm). 

Six-groove with a right-hand twist of the appropriate rate for each caliber. 

Tennifer finish on slide; black polymer frame. 

Triangle/Trapezoid type: front sight blade features a white triangle at the rear to be 
aligned with two angled white lines on each side of the open trapezoidal rear sight 
The sight radius is 6.22 inches (158 mm). 

Commercial version: $609.95, complete with two 10-round magazines, two limited- 
access lock keys and lockable storage case; law enforcement model: $649.95, 
complete with three high-capacity, two handcuff keys and lockable storage case. 

Steyr Mannlicher AG & Co. KG, Dept SOF,A-4400 Steyr, P.O. Box 1000, 
Mannlicherstrasse I,Steyr,Austria. 

GSI, Inc., Dept SOF, P.O. Box 129,Trussville,AL 35173-0129; phone: 205-655-8299; 
fax:205-655-7078. 

Priced competitively, with a substantial amount of state-of-the-art high technology 
and human engineering. Reliable. 
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• Quality made nl 
cotton/nylon in USA. 

• Cut large for comfort and 
body armor. 

• Side arm Quick Draw 
Release Flaps. 

• 6 Exterior pockets - 

2 Interior zippered weapon 
pockets and Accessory 
pockets. 


• Velcro 5 Epaulets* Map pocket, 
lull-ienglli nylon zipper with 
dual bottom snaps. 

• Zip Out Sleeves. 

• Badge Holder & rear, pull down 
ID flap. 

• Avail, in black, khaki & green. 
Small to XXL. 

• SRP $299.95. Call for Dept, orders 


• Apr 99: Pirates boarded an Irish chem¬ 
ical tanker off Lepar Island, Indonesia, tak¬ 
ing two crew hostage and robbing the mas¬ 
ter’s safe. 


• 9 Jun 99: Thai-flagged petro tanker Siam 
Xanxai with 2 million pounds of POL was 
hijacked after leaving Singapore for Song- 
khla; Thai crew was marooned on an island 
near Sarawak; another Thai crew detained 
aboard by pirates. 28 Jul 99: Siam Xanxai 
was arrested in Southern China, renamed the 
Auo Me 2. 1 Oct 99: Chinese officials 
promised to return ship to its owners. 


South America: 

• 22 Jan 97: Armed pirates in a speedboat 
boarded the passenger ferry Rio Amazonas on 
the Amazon River between Pem and Colombia; 
they terrorized the crew and passengers and 
stole cash, valuables, stores and equipment 


• 3 Mar 97: Armed pirates seized the 
crew of Bahamanian tanker Chemical Ruby 
off Rio de Janeiro and robbed them of cash 
and valuables. 


• 9 Mar 97: Armed pirates robbed the 
crew of Barbadian cargo vessel Libra 
Buenos Aires off Rio de Janeiro, taking 
more than $30,000 in cash and valuables. 


• 9 Mar 97: Armed pirates boarded an 
Antigua-registered general cargo ship, stole 
six pallets of typewriters and robbed the 
crew of $30,000 in cash and valuables, and 
made good their escape. 


• May 99: Gunmen boarded a tourist 
ferry off Mexico’s Caribbean coast; they 
robbed passengers, threw two security 
guards overboard and destroyed the vessel’s 
comms before escaping in a speedboat. 


ing the skipper to sail her back to a light¬ 
house, where four more pirates come 
aboard; after sailing for a day all but two of 
the crew were marooned to life rafts; the 
tanker was never found. 

• 1 Feb 97: Ten armed pirates seized a 
fishing boat in the Philippines, taking a 
town official and her son hostage. 

• 23 Feb 97: Seven pirates hijacked a 
Filipino ferry and robbed the 50 passengers; 
suspected guerrillas, they escaped after 
killing three passengers. 

• 17 Apr 97: Pirates from fishing boats 
attacked Panamanian bulk carrier Silver Sky 
at anchorage in Mingang, China, seriously 


injuring the chief engineer. 

• 27 Sep 98: Panamanian-flagged/ 
Japanese-owned Tenyu with 3 million 
pounds of aluminum ingots was hijacked 
after it left Kuala Tanjong, North Sumatra; 
now under Honduran flag and renamed 
Sanie /, Tenyu was detained in Zhangjigang. 
29 Feb 99: Korean Maritime Police Agency 
arrested Lee Dong Gul — behind the sale of 
aluminum ingots, he subsequently got a 
three-year prison sentence for selling stolen 
goods from Tenyu . 22 July 99: China 
released 16 alleged Indonesian pirates sus¬ 
pected of murdering the 15 crewmen. 

• 17 Mar 99: Panamanian flagged 
Marine Master carrying some 6,000 tons of 
bagged soda ash was hijacked at 0200 hours 
by about 20 pirates, who tied up the crew of 
21 and set them adrift at sea. The Master 
was found in a Chinese port under the name 
of Nuovo Tierra, now under Honduran flag. 
6 Aug 99: Chinese police arrested 14 
Myanmar nationals for hijack of the Master . 


• 8 Aug 99: Liberian-flagged container- 
ship Nordana Advisor was boarded by five 
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escaped (look for the paint to show up on a 
phantom ship). 

• 1 May 96: Pistol-packing pirates in a 
motorized sampan boarded a Hong Kong- 
registered trawler off Dan Gan Island, 
China. They tied up crew members and 
wounded the boat’s owner before stealing 
thousands in cash, jewelry and ID cards. 

• 11 Nov 96: Six masked pirates with 
knives boarded a Malaysian-registered 
tanker within 100 miles of Singapore, fore- 


FOR CIVILIAN OR POLICE WEAR. WHEN THE NEED ARISES TAC-JAC 2001 CARRIES THE LOAQ. 


Orders/info contact: RidgeLlne, Inc *101 RidgeLine Dr. • Westcliffe, CO 812B* 800-891-3660 
719-783-41161 • fax 719-783-4162 • email: sales@Pro-Ears.com • On the web: www.Pro-Ears.com 
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armed pirates while alongside at Guanta, 
Venezuela. 

• 24 Aug 99: Isle of Man-flagged tanker, 
at anchor off Brazilian port of Rio Grande, 
was robbed of $23,000 in valuables and 
equipment by pirates. 

Mediterranean and Africa: 

• 27 Sep 96: Luxury motor yacht 
Carenia was moored in a quiet cove off the 
Greek island of Corfu, with British owner 
and three friends asleep onboard; four men 
in a speedboat came alongside and attempt¬ 
ed to cut the line to the tender, and the 
owner fired a shotgun to foil the attack but 
pirates overpowered the owner and friends 
and ransacked the vessel Greek police, 
responding to the sound of gunfire, 
responded, and in the ensuing gun battle the 
owner was killed in a crossfire. The pirates 
escaped in their speedboat. 

• 1 Jan 97: Armed pirates boarded and 
killed the captain of a Russian trawler off 
Somali coast, but did not take over ship. 
Duh-uh. 

• 17 Apr 97: Pirates hijacked the Italian- 
flagged freighter Bahari Hindi at Bossasu, 
Somalia, demanding $90,000 ransom. 

• 17 Jun 97: Liberian-flagged Stella robbed 
of cash and valuables by 35 armed pirates 
who boarded at Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. 


• Summer 99: Somali gunmen-cum- 
pirates hijacked a German yacht en route 
from New Zealand to the Indian Ocean, 
took four hostages and demanded $50,000 
ransom. 

You Do The Math 

Between 1994 and 1995, reported inci¬ 
dents of piracy more than doubled. From a 
decade high of 228 reported incidents of 
piracy in 1996, the year 1998 was down to 
202 — still almost double 1991, when statis¬ 
tics were first kept. As we write this, the 
final figures are not available for 1999, but 
third-quarter figures suggest there will be a 
slight rise. The dollar amounts that go with 
these figures are in the billions. But, keep in 
mind that all agree only a portion of the acts 
of piracy are reported. We would hazard a 
guess that almost no international shipping 
which has been molested but not seriously 
hurt reports such incidents, simply finding it 
more economic to lick their wounds and go 
about their business. 

And we found that only a fraction of the 
locally reported statistics ever find their 
way into international tabulations. A case 
in point is the port of Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
They suffered some $200 million a year in 
losses at this one port alone. The tabulated 
figures for 1996 indicate there were 13 
incidents of piracy in all of Sri Lanka — 
but the Port of Colombo reports 53 inci¬ 
dents in their immediate waters alone, 
while acknowledging that few of the inci¬ 


dents are reported by vessels in transit who 
must keep moving to make a buck. You 
see, figures do lie. They lie somewhere in 
a drawer, untabulated, which tends to mask 
the true severity of the international prob¬ 
lem of modem piracy. 

You do the math ... but the real dollar 
amount, and how many hundreds of lives it 
has cost, may never be quantitatively 
defined. 

And so it goes. From seagoing muggers 
and petty burglars who value your wallet 
more than your life , to well-connected inter¬ 
national crime syndicates who will contract 
to hijack a specified large vessel or cargo 
(the going rate is +/- $300,000 U.S.), 
pirates have once again become the scourge 
of the seas. 

Piracy is still hostis humani generis, the 
enemy of the human race. As any enemy, it 
must be fought if the commerce of civilized 
nations is to continue. In the conclusion of 
this series, next month we will examine the 
steps being taken by governmental and pro¬ 
fessional organizations to deter the pirates. 
We will examine what commercial organi¬ 
zations are doing proactively, from technol¬ 
ogy and discreet repossessions of stolen 
vessels to highly trained and heavily armed 
sea-going meres ready to fight the pirates 
on their own terms. 

Frank Hopkins is a frequent contributor 
toSOF. * 


PROFESSIONAL LOCKSMITHING TOOLS 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 

(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET.$59.95 

1-SCHALGE WAFER SET .$29.95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER.$17.95 

1-WKS PICKS.$9.95 

1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS.$19.95 
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MD-16 DELUXE SET 
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WKS PICKS 



A VALUE OF $137.75 
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SCHLAGE WAFER SET 


SESAMEE DECODER DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS 


Catalog $3.00 — FREE with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery on 
personal check orders. 

Money Orders ship same day received. 

All major credit cards accepted. 


SUPER SPECIAL 


INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 

1-L0CKGUN 

1-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-C0PY OF THE BOOK 
‘LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED’ 



y A VALUE OF $124.40 
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£79.95 
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ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 


The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 


Send Payment To: 

STEVE ARNOLD’S GUN ROOM 

P.0. Box 68, Dept. SF4 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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FREE Report Reveals G-Jo Acupressure > First-Aid of the Samurai ... 


Now-Fear No Pain or Injury! 


S it's true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure, you 

can “erase” pain (and most other common ail¬ 
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch 
of your finger! G-Jo is based, on a network of 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts). When an injury occurs, simply reach 
for the right G-Jo point... “trigger'' it in a special 

Be up and ready for action in moments -- or 
help your loved ones, friends or students - using 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it 
works for skeptics as well as “believers." Armed 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 
This skill is vital for those in the martial arts... healing arts ... survivalists and 
outdoorsmen -- or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
and hospitals. G-Jo is safe for all ages ... natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments ... and it works instantly ! Not only for the 
relief of serious injuries -- G-Jo relieves headaches ... backaches ... and 
most other common ailments in seconds! 

In fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective, it can even become your total 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as 
little as one weekend of study! It’s the world’s only home-study acupressure 
program available. Act now ! 

The G-Jo Institute, Dept.201, PO Box 1460, Columbus, NC 28722 
Or Call (828) 863-4660 
“Teaching G-Jo Acupressure Since 1976” www.g-jo.com 
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Send for your FREE Report Today! 




Rolling Lock™ Strong 


3.75 inch ATS-34 Blade, 5.05 Grip Textured G-10 Handle 
Hardened Stainless Liners, REKAT Rolling Lock™ Pocket Clip 
$169.95 ATS-34, Black T Coated $169.95, Talonite Blade $325.00 
Pioneer Series "Fix Blade Performance in a Folder." 


Clip Point 


Swept Point 


Tanto Point Drop Point 

3.2 inch ATS-34 Blades, 4.05 inch Textured G-10 Handle 
Hardened Stainless Liners, REKAT Rolling Lock™ Pocket Clip 
$139.95 ATS-34 Blade Black T Coated $149.95 

Round Eye Knife and Tool L.L.C. 

P.O. Box 818 Sagle, ID 83860 (208) 265-8858 Fax (208)263-0848 
Credit Card Orders Only (888)801-8858 Email: roundeye@nidlink.com 
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sight, attached to the front of the receiver body, 
has substantial protective ears and is adjustable 
for both elevation and windage zero. 

The DP’s “pancake-type” drum magazine 
has received more than its share of criticism. 
It’s fairly bulky, with an overall diameter of 
almost \0'A inches. Its large size is a conse¬ 
quence of the cartridges remaining in-line, 
rather than the helical stacking found in the 
Lewis gun drum. Originally designed to hold 
49 rounds, field use indicated that loading 
only 47 rounds significantly improved relia¬ 
bility. User manuals were amended according¬ 
ly, and some drums were so marked. The 
drum is actually similar in design and opera¬ 
tion to that of the Vickers-Berthier aircraft 
machine gun used by early British SAS units 
in the desert campaign during World War H It 
differs from the Lewis gun as its inner assem¬ 
bly rotates while the outer housing remains 
stationary, exactly the reverse of the Lewis 
gun drum. I have a number of Finnish-made 
DP drums marked “VKT” and “S A” (Finnish 
Army) that exhibit considerably better finish 
and overall quality than their Russian equiva¬ 
lents. The Finnish drums have a hinged ring to 
pull on when loading — always a tedious pro¬ 
cedure with DP magazines. Russian DP drums 
usually had a small leather thong for this pur¬ 
pose. DP manuals show a loading tool, but I 
have never seen one. 

The DP bipod provides a fixed command 
height (the distance from the bore’s axis to 
the ground) of 13 inches. It’s held in place 
by a clamp and wing nut. The gun can be 
rotated almost 70 degrees in either direction 
on its bipod. The bipod is located just to the 
rear of the gas regulator, an excellent com¬ 
promise position, as it provides adequate 
group dispersion with the ability to lift the 
weapon while in the prone position to engage 
rapidly moving targets on the gunner’s 
flanks. To deploy the DP off the bipod, the 
weapon should be thrust forward and then 
pulled back into the operator’s shoulder. 

It was first fielded in limited quantities, 
but with considerable success, during the 
Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) by 
Republican (Loyalist) forces. The DP was 
used by Red Army troops during the Soviet- 
Japanese Border Incident of 1939 and also in 
the 105-day Russo-Finnish War (1939-1940). 
However, the DP really came into its own 
during the Great Patriotic War (World War II), 
where it was fielded as the principal automat¬ 
ic weapon of the Red Army. During the 
Korean War, both North Korean and Chinese 
troops fielded substantial quantities of the DP, 
DPM and DT/DTM (the tank models). 

Some so-called authorities have stated 
that the design’s many large, flat bearing 
surfaces increase the co-efficient of friction 
and collect debris which results in frequent 
stoppages. This is just not so and the DP 
ranks with the other great machine guns of 
its era, including the Bren, MG42, and 
Browning series. X 
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Need a mount for your military firearm? 


We've got a whole platoon of them 
and each one is designed to fit 
a specific make and model. 
They're easy to install. And they all 
feature our patented Interlock System 
that guarantees accuracy every 
time you pull the trigger. For a mount 
that was born to be in the military, 
it's gotta be a B*Square. 


BSQUARE 

MOUNTS ■ T'SOLS • .ACC ESSORIES 

1 * 800*433 >2909 
www.b-square.com 


SUPER THUMB* 

The World's Leading 
Magazine Loading Tool 



ST1 - for most staggered magazines 
ST2- for Para-Ordnance and most Glocks 
ST3 - for virtually all single stack magazines 


4 Draper Street, Woburn, MA 01801 
781 -935-1799 FAX 781 -935-1011 
www.adcosales.com 
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Horn of Africa 


Continued from page 65 


ops, the ESPU has been to Botswana and 
Zambia. In a recent operation in Zambia 
along with Zambian wildlife officers, the 
ESPU led a series of dawn raids on smug¬ 
glers, funded by the David Shepherd 
Conservation Foundation. Poaching and 
wildlife smuggling has steadily increased in 
Zambia since the June 1997 decision of 
CITES resuming international ivory trading 
with Japan. Elephants have been poached 
on the borders of Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe and in Western Zambia. The 
ESPU is attempting to be more pro-active. 
“To keep the rhinos alive in Zimbabwe, not 
just protecting rhinos in South Africa and 
confiscating poached horns, that’s how we 
see our operation,” says Lategan. 

There’s been some rocky going for the 
ESPU, especially during its growing pains. 
Because of the Byzantine politics during the 
war against the ANC and SWAPO, the 
ESPU sometimes found itself facing hostile 
opposition from colleagues in the military 
and intelligence agencies. According to 
Colonel Lategan, “As the ESPU embarked 
on this new initiative in wildlife law 
enforcement, we faced severe criticism, 
including statements that we were selling 
the same elephant tusks and rhino horn to 
different suspects and then after the arrest 
we would announce a new seizure to the 
press.” Even given serious attempts by 
ESPU’s enemies (some deeply entrenched 
in government and high society) to stop 
their fight against the smuggling networks, 
the unit continues to gain ground against the 
poachers. However, it’s even odds whether 
they’ll be able to completely stop the wide¬ 
spread depredations of Africa’s wildlife. 
Because the current Republic of South 
Africa was previously divided into four 
provinces and independent states, the most 
serious difficulty facing ESPU is the lack of 
comprehensive uniform legislation. Also, 
given the current economic and political 
turmoil and burgeoning crime rate, wildlife 
conservation isn’t the foremost worry on 
many politicians’ or policemen’s minds. But 
as long as the current regime in South 
Africa continues to support the ESPU’s 
efforts and ignore their detractors, the 
undercover wildlife cops will continue tak¬ 
ing down smugglers and poachers. 

There is an old African proverb: “Every 
morning in Africa, an impala wakes up. She 
knows that she has to run faster than the lion 
or die. Every morning in Africa, a lion 
wakes up. He knows that he must run faster 
than the impala or he will starve. In fact, no 
matter what, when the sun comes up in 
Africa, you’d better start running.” It’s an 
early dawn for wildlife conservation law 
enforcement in Africa and, fortunately, the 
ESPU is up and running. 

Rob Krott is a senior SOF correspondent 
living in Canada . ^ 
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Wiggy's Inc. • P.O. Bex 21 M 
Grand Junction, CO &150? 


1-800-748-1827 


w ww. wiggy 


When the elite units 
of the U. S. military 
searched for high quality 
sleeping bags, they 
found the very best. 


The Navy Seals demanded a 
sleeping system that would 
function in a temperature 
range of summer venditions 
to -40° F. The Special Farces 
Group needed the same 
protection. Both found what 
they were looking for in 
Wiggy'$ Flexible Temperature 
Range Sleep System or FTRSS. 


Today, Wiggy's FTRSS has 
been assigned a National 
Stock Number and is the most 
widely purchased sleeping 
system in the U.S. armed forces. 


Compact, durable, machine 
washable, and available with 
a lifetime guarantee,. Wiggy's 
bags are today's choice for 
the professional soldier. Make 
Wiggy's your choice, too. 

For more information and a 
brochure, call toll-free today 


i.com 
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Hue Chung Kun Tao - Specializing in the Whip 

"The Secret Science of the Mind" 

U.S. Army Special Forces Combat hand-to-hand video 
(S.E.R.E.) taught by Master Guy Savelli* (Special Force Assn. #A-900) 
hired by Colonel Nick Rowe (Contract #D.A.K.F. 40-85-M-3933). 

Send for Special Free Video Brochure! 

Call 1-888-245-8833 Toll Free 

www.worldkungfu.com 

‘Master Guy Savelli has been tested at Duke University, the Mind Science Foundation, JFK 
University, The Psychical Research Institute and The Special Forces Laboratory at Fort Bragg. 



FIST OF "\ 


STEEL 

Each glove loaded with 8 
ounces of Granulated 
Steel across the knuckles. 


$49.95 

D-50 Cowhide w/Powdered Iron. $42.95 

D-100 Deerskin w/Granulated Lead .... $74.95 


SUPER PRO 
SERIES 

The MPXS-20 Super Pro Se¬ 
ries Lock Pick Set contains 14 
assorted picks, a broken key 
extractor, and 5 tension tools 
housed in a rugged top grain 
zippered Leather Case. 

MPXS-20. 

SOUTHERN 
ORDNANCE 

Manufacturer 4 purveyors of Locksmithing Tools, Pellet Riffles, Swords, Knives, 
Switchblades, Boxing Equipment, Books, and Videos, Police Supplies, Knucks, 
and Much, Much, Much More! FREE .To place an order or to request our free 
catalog - call Tofl Free 1.877.667.7292. Shipping $4.95 per order. 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 
WARNING: Chet* State ml Local Law. Met be IB yemorddartoaniBr. 

www.southord .com 




e-mail: ialeiQaouthord.com 
P.O. Box 279 • Bibson Park, FL33827 

CALL: (863) 638-2499 
fax: (863) 638-2486 • fax: (810)821 -8263 
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Continued from page 24 


wounds, the other crew members and I 
opted to forgo initial mention of his partici¬ 
pation in our official request to the govern¬ 
ment of Vietnam. His visit would surely 
generate hostility and red tape. 

We touched down at Tan Son Nhut 
Airport in mid-August 1999 and were met 
with a bit of fanfare by Vietnamese officials 
to whom we offhandedly mentioned the par¬ 
ticipation of Mark “Zippo” Smith. To them it 
seemed no big deal. 

We then, after going through the “grip and 
grin” with local officials at Loc Ninh, linked- 
up with my American friend from that long- 
ago battle. Our “guide,” retired NVA Colonel 
Hoa, whose tanks had destroyed our camp, 
hailed from Hanoi but deferred to an all-busi¬ 
ness southern lady, our trip coordinator, who 
said she would allow Smith to appear in the 
video even though he wasn’t on the “official” 
list of project participants. 

After a night’s rest at a local hotel, we 
visited the Loc Ninh airstrip early the fol¬ 
lowing afternoon. It was like reliving near¬ 
death events of 27 years before. Nothing 
remained of the 9th Regiment’s camp and 
the craggy, unused airstrip seemed a useless 
relic. Still, the memories and emotional ties 
to that place flooded back into my mind, 
and again it seemed April 1972. 

But where was Zippo? I began to 
become anxious since I had not seen him 
since the previous evening. As we taped in 
front of the Loc Ninh War Museum (the for¬ 
mer French house) adjacent to the strip, 
Jean Francois, the other journalist, slipped 
away from our little entourage to make 
some discreet inquiries. Zippo, he was 
informed, had been an “ugly American” the 
night before and was now declared persona 
non grata in Loc Ninh. 

An hour later, we spotted Zippo astride a 
motorcycle. Apparently, he had got into a 
potentially nasty altercation the previous 
night and was jailed for his unruly conduct. 
Apparently, our dragon lady companion 
wielded more clout than we assumed. Old 
grudges die hard — especially against 
returned American warriors. Zippo’s “mar¬ 
quee-time” in our video project was thus 
postponed. So off he went, sputtering out of 
town, now a frustrated “refugee” and 
thwarted lead actor en route back to Saigon. 

Colonel Hoa apologized profusely for 
the dragon lady’s conduct. “Our country is 
changing — and it must change — but in 
some provinces the change is very slow. I 
am very sorry.” 

The next day, the video cameras were 
again, however, rolling. Mark “Zippo” 
Smith and I were interviewed on the very 
pleasant terrace at Saigon’s Rex Hotel. 

But the horror, suffering and death of 
1972 Loc Ninh remained very near, and clear. 

Yves~Michel Dumond resides in 
England. ^ 
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FREE BROCHURE 
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f AND EARN YOUR 
BADGE 

l\IO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


All the camo in the world 
won’t mask the sound 
of a twig snapping 
under a „ 


• Survival & Camping Gear 

• Shooting Accessories 

• GORE-TEX® Outerwear 

• MREs 

• Blankets' 

• First Aid 

• Tools 

• Knives 

• Uniforms 

• Flashlights 

• Navigation 

• Night Vision 

• Water PurificaSfT 

For Your FREE Full-Color Catalog Call 


^ rinUuL ^ 
unuirenwiTw 
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MEN & WOMEN* 

Train at home for an exciting part I : 

or full-time career as a Private 

Detective. Start your own agency HWppA 1 

or work for others. Learn all the 

latest techniques from the HUiMfM 

experts. Taught by former mili- EttyMljQ 

tary intelligence specialists, 

police and private detectives, 

The only course of its kind, the 

unique Global School of BjflBflfrfff! 

Investigation program will make 

you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. BHMHH 

B 1-888-33 PVT EYE 
ESI 413-584-2140 


HEAR 


INDUS TRIES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1-800-533-3277 

P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 
www.silvercreekindustries.com 


WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO. 


1 - 800 - 521-7977 

FREE CATALOG 


MILITARY • TACTICAL • ADVENTURER 


BDUs • M65 Field Coats 
Combat & Automatic Knives 
Boots • Alice Packs 
Leather Jackets • T-Shirts 
Arte f More 

7215 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, TN 37919 

International Orders Welcomed 


Pups and Trained Adults Available 

Brochure $3.00/Brochure & Video $8.00 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Box 1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
\ radio up to 1/2 mi. 

\ Easy to assemble kit. 

7 \ Up to 9V (not Incl.) 

^-s. $29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 407-725-1000 


Home study. Do what you should have done a 
long time ago—get your diploma and qualify for 
higher pay, better jobs! Send or call. 


'Jhe Mercedes 


James Madison High School, Dept. JME171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Parkway, Norcross, GA 30092 


BECOME A GUN REPAIR EXPERT! 

^.TJlcssinnoJ *Ic™j hcniasludY course Learn 1c rnpoLr 
I'anduya, -fifths. and siiolgur-s Work in a. uunsmHh shop 
cr : :.*irl your own hMF,orisr,. Semi or *.nlJ 2A htiur* a 

FREE LITERATURE; r* tf iv 

CALL f)00-223-4542 J T ■ 


'Jhe Premium K-9. 


SOF Magazine 


P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 


The School of Qunsm(thing, Dept GGE171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Parkway, Norcross, GA 30092 
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Phone: ( 


Be a private investigator 


<Sccrvdi.-ot: am- study courac- inniL's, find 
riM^mo r r @uja. Wot* tot auo- 

nn-ys and Iwtonws—ro J4sff gun , 11 -tyin^ 
cuunaEi band or till £4 I mure a day 

Free IHeratur* 900-223-4542 " * 


School of Private Investigation, Dept. JRE171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky., Norcross, GA 30092 


EARN 

HUNDREDS 

DAILY! 


20 S0URCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 

AII-NFWR4-PH BOOKI ----- 


k 10% Pepper Sprays 

4 oz. 
i logger 


Rater $22.95 
Sample $6.25 


Electronic Stun Guns 

Security Plus® A 

100,000 Volt LgA JLMh r Security Plus® 

Straight or 300,000 Volt 

Curved fH Curved Only 

Retail $69.95 Retail $139.95 

Sample S22.25 <1Sample $45.95 

Security Plus® 160,000 Volt Baton 

Retail $129.95 MHhMH 
Sample $43.95 ^ 


CALL OR WRITE TODAY 

? We are committed to your success. 
Crime does not wait, will you? 


L.A. LAW ENFORCERS 

209 W. Walnut • Yakima, WA 96902 

1509) 457-9033 • WeDsii*; la I awenforoers. com 


urn Any Briefcase Into 


Bullet Resistant 


3b Shield 


Discreet - Effective - Affordable 
Thin, Lt. Wt. & Able To Pass Un-Noticed 
Through X-Ray & Metal Detectors. 
Protect Yourself At Work, School & 
Traveling. Protection From 9mm To 
.44 Cal. Magnum. Anti-Knife Layer 
Available In All 5 Panel Sizes. 

Citizen Shield Corp. 

(512) 834-2705 

www.dtizenshield.com 


ID by MAIL 

$ 24.95 

Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

Latest Book Catalog FREE 


it Can 
Pay HUGE 
Profits! 

_ Crime Prevention is a 

Larry Anderson Multi-million Dollar Business! 
President OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 

We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can meet or beat any price on the market. 


Need NEW ID? 


STEROIDS 


H W1 El LICENCE SQLLjTGNS' 


JARVIS 

INTERNATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE , INC . 


THE ACADEMY: 

• Eavesdropping Countermeasures 

• Video Surveillance 

• Executive Protection 

• Advanced Criminal Investigation 

OTHER: 

• Law Enforcement Only Courses 
Ask about our Las Vegas & Orlando Seminars 

PRODUCTS: 

• Eavesdropping Countermeasures 

• Covert CCTV 

SERVICES: 

• Eavesdropping Countermeasures 

• Investigations 

• Security Consulting 


11720 E. 21* St, Tulsa, OK 74129 
Phone: (918)437-1100 
(800) 843-0258 
Fax: (918)437-1191 
E-mail: jarvisint@jarvisintemational.com 


Since 1982 


£7.5. MANUFA 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 

• Largest Selection in the USA! 

• Super Savinas: Save up to 40%! 

• Industry Leader Since 1991! 

• 2-Year Warranty! 

• Iron-Clad Money-Back Guarantee! 


www.morovision.com 


Uv t IohT - LittOn MAOEjN 

ORDERS: 1-800-424-8222 

Info: 949-415-1034 • Fax: 949-415-1035 


MOROC VISION 


if got jVte? n i'^,h r 

21U *307.'bF, LBplil MauK CA 92D&T 


TO BE TAKEN Orally. No harmful side offsets 

S&K Labs Boron 

This product has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level you drastically increase your body’s 
ability to create lean muscle mass. Would 
you like to sculpt your body with huge 
healthy hard muscles and get that lean 
awesome body builder physique? Our 
lOmg Boron is 3 times the strength of 
almost all competitors. If you are not 
completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain, return it for a full refundl 
3 month cycle for only $1 9.99 

~119. Mb .. SfrH £.0 Iki WE 

Un piiriaiHMlaKi<a>irbi nr-ern ■-* -v^r bY EPHh-v ni" Ivfirv 

■ ORDER NOW!!! ’WO-??* 7 #* ^ 


1 Bottle (3) month cyde $1099 + $5.00 S&H 
Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $49.96 .hipping tnd. 
Add $10.00 for Priority Mall 
International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 

Vw. I wtiuld ikr g *FIEE caiacg my wrier 


Address:_ 

City, State, Zip: . 


NOW YOU CAN GEL. 

I ID BY MAILy 


The Ultimate Consumer Protection Flan 
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#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
P.A.I. BODY ARMOR 



COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 
STARTING AT 
$ 249.95 

AND TACTICAL 
INCLUDING TAC/CON, 
LEGIONNAIRE, IMPERATOR, 
NATO, OVERVEST 
STARTING AT 
$ 175.00 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00 for 1500 page complete set 
Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 
PMB 456 • 13615 S. Dixie Hwy., 
Miami, Florida 33176-7254 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
Fax: (305) 235-0603 
E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 


BULLETPROOF VEST 


| This Class 11-A- 
Kevlar soft body 
armor will defeat the 
.45 ACP, .357 Mag., 
9mm. 00 Buck and 
knife attack. Tested 
at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds by 
| the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal. 
Front and back pro¬ 
tectors: $220. Side 


Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL. 


ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. I58gr. FMJ 
SI 25/M, 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cai. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


UPS Co. 


1441 W. John St., Matthews, NC 28106 
Phone: (704) 847-0793 Fax (704) 847-4447 
retail v ww rnpEfiPmpHn^niTi 


DO YOU BUY SOF ON 
THE NEWSSTAND? 

Now you can help your favorite 
magazine with our GUERRILLA 
MARKETING PLAN 


✓ Is SOF racked with gun magazines 
at your local newsstand? If you find 
it there, move it into the military 
magazine section. 

✓ Is SOF hidden at the back of the 
rack? Move it to the front! 


\/ Can’t find SOF at your local 
newsstand? Please ask the store 
manager why he/she isn’t car¬ 
rying SOF. And thanks! 


TO BE TAKEN Orally. Best results, apply proper training. 


cally mere, 
testosterone levels up to 337%. Higher 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $29.95 


2. Boron Is another product that has been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to raise testosterone levels up to 
300%. 

3 month cycle $19.99 


3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone In an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 


4. L.S.C. Is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, aminos, electroiltes 
and much more. This finishing product has 
been used to build muscle, strip away fat, 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 


PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 snd receive #4 
FREE / 


Get ttx mast ponrtrttil ,ii7Jbui-r jfar* ?r the market. $70.94 


bHh -finr tA *^ 1M IrdH r Vf <1** 


ORDER NOWII11-800-275-7822 7KT 


aim 


MONEY SdC* GUARANTEE! 
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4 CTDC 2 mamr lT^H 52 $.Dt - SSJM 5 GH 

Bctt 3 m crcti Cfdt &i3* ■ 

■3Jh R J. M “fitts 52tJ<l i S&DflEW 
lbjC. uaiwnaiagi ■ seqd him 

5[HKlP. Elff $- Bndlw <Jlh FREE S80.94 dipping Inducted 
“ “H Ac* I : vl3nly I Mu 

■.■■■' n\ i- '.jI mlrf rat. . it.fl.p. j Ui. cnl v 1 

Trib.l "iL-uld ■■ hFREE CU/I'.-ij Ullh Hrf vrSi 



SOLDI Lit OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE PRESENTS 

TWO SEPARATE, UPCOMING 

3-GUN TACTICAL MATCH COMPETITIONS 


SPRING/2000 


I FALL/2000 
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The anginal Warn Champions, 
3-Bun tactical Match return 


ID-14 October 2B0B 

Desert Sportsman’s Range 
las Vegas, HV 


For match info and applications, send a self addressed stamped envelope to: 
Michael Horne, Match Director 
4128 Abbott Drive • Bakersfield, CA 93312 
or visit our web site at: http://members.aol.com/sofscoring 














































SOLDIER OF Fortune CLASSIFIEDS Get Results! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. “Dingbats” (✓,#;■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram¬ 
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such 
as Di, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750; fax: 303- 
444-5617; e-mail: trent@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con¬ 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any¬ 
thing’or‘go anywhere’type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 



ISSUE 

AD DEADLINE 

DN SALE DATE 

June 

1 March 

25 April 

July 

5 April 

30 May 

August 

3 May 

27 June 

September 

31 May 

25 July 

October 

5 July 

29 August 

November 

2 August 

26 September 

December 

30 August 

24 October 


GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS BOOK 
IN THE WORLD!! 

The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for • Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards • 
Cheap surveillance gear • Legal second passports • 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars • Free phone-calls • Self defence 
gadgets • Smart nutrients • Computer viruses that will 
destroy your enemies in seconds • Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won't find these 
advertised * A new identity • Speed trap detectors • ID 
papers • Anonymous mobile phones • Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds • Network with freedom 
minded folk • Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free • Plus much, much more. 

'Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 

I loved itr Lt. Lawrence Frego, Florida. 

30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor¬ 
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 

Highway West, Dept 2134/S0, Tillamook, OR 97141, USA 

SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL. 


DE SCRAMBLE 

Cable for Si /4.95 ! (Kit) 



Does NOT permanently alter pistol or interfere with magazine 
insertion or ejection. Improves the look & feel of the GLOCK. 

DEPT. APPROVED & CARRIED ON DUTY BY POLICE 
ACROSS THE U.S.A. order NOW AT ONLY 

VISA, M/C, $ 5.00 plus $1.25 shpngAnding 

AMEX DISC (foreign orders $10 cert. U.S.) 

call 570-669-7027 ( orders onlv l Mon to Sat 9am-11pm EST 
Or mail check or money order WITH MODEL # to: 
O.W.L. ENTERPRISES, Box 146. Nesquehoning. PA 18240 
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MODELS 17-19-20-21-22-23-24-25-26-27-31-32-33-34-35 


From DIRT DUST GRIT 
RAIN SNOW SNAGS etc. 
entering the hollow 
backstrap that is open 
ALL THE WAY to the 
pistol's internal action!! 

“THE PLUG” installs or 
removes in a second on 


INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification, 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports, Background 
Checks, Business Reports, Marriage 
and Death Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 715-356-7256 


mwm.SURVIVALSTORE.com 


Stun Guns, Pepper Spray, Blotk Jariis, Martial Arts Supplies, Knives 

Lock Picking Kit 


P.O. Box 2965 

‘wSSw" WHWSEE shipping (USA on/y) 
Fax; 775-841-3679 Wsa4IC4/nex*CM-Money Order 

Survival Store 
Catalog $2.00 


easy 

P,CHINO® 





Shocking Plans! 190+ Publications. Impossible 
to find underground info! Hacking, revenge, mon¬ 
eymaking and lots more. Very unusual stuff! Free 
catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, Texas 76053. 
www.theinformationcenter.com 


Satellite $19.95 

Gets all channels! Why pay hundreds? 800-752-1389 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR- 75-year tradi¬ 
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu¬ 
tion. “Author’s Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing” 1- 
800-695-9599. 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi¬ 
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu¬ 
scripts, photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. COL¬ 
LECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 CANADA 

CONSTITUTIONAL POPULIST REPUBLIC: more 
than a redneck in a pick-up with a dog in the back. 
Support the North American Reader. 1-514-285- 
2849-WEB SITE www.knownet.net/reader. 


COMPLETE NEW IDENTITY SYSTEM: ID Cards, 
Birth Certificates, SSN’s, 100% Effective-Safe, 
$60.00 Cash/Money Order, Morphiss Press, 1000 
W. 4th St. #359, Ontario, CA, 91762 www.angelfire. 
com/ar/morphisspress/index.html 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 for first 
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ELECTRICITY I 


STOP BUYING IT! 


Legally reduce your cost to as low as $10»$15 per Month! 

And, make FANTASTIC MONEY showing friends and 
neighbors how to do the same! Ca|| To|| Free Now! 

800 - 668-1878 

stopbuyingelectricity.com 


I FREE PROOF! I 


FINANCIAL 


Built to last i 

1 Spring ^ 
Inventory 
Sale 




CABLE T.V. 

DESCRAMBLERS 

AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
1 -year warranty. 


TKB ELECTRONICS 

1-800-579-3285 


Extended Slide Lock For hmsrrm 

_ GLOCK® 

• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 
Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 

Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Maiinto, OH 43535 


issue and 1.00 each after for Priority Mail. SOF 
Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 
80303-1340.WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


New! Hock Hocheim presents CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT Magazine, bi-monthly professional publi¬ 
cation dedicated to real world tactical hand, stick, 
knife and gun combatives from the best of martial, 
military, policing, and psychology experts. $29.95 
per year, www.americanknifefighters.com 706- 
866-2656, or CQC, Box 5372, Fort Oglethorpe, GA 
30742. 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MIlFtARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 

HIDDEN STORAGE OF VALUABLES. Burial, 
hidden compartments, much more. Illustrated. 
$10. STORAGE, DeptS, Box 521, Station A, 
401 Ouellette Ave, Windsor, ON, Canada, 
N9A6M6 


COLLECTORS 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 

Regimental insignia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus¬ 
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 


SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America’s #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 * 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty 

• Easy Financing Available 40X50 • 50X110 

• Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 

. Page Brochure 57EELiTlQ5TER* 


Call Today I 800 526-1110 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
RACK ISSUES 
NEW! View detailed list of back 
issues and order on-line at 

WWW.SOFMAG.COM 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
‘Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 

_Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000_ 


■ SPOOK TECH: The Spy Shop Catalog - We 

sell over 300+ Covert Spy Products at wholesale 
prices. Call 1-904-788-8745 for FREE COLOR 
CATALOG 


WANTED 


MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. We have the answers! Call Toll Free: 
1-800-226-3601, ExtensionBF7770. www.national- 
infocorp.com 


INVESTIGATION 


CYBER DETECTIVE TOOLKIT! The software pri¬ 
vate investigators wish was kept secret. 
http://www.xspy.net 


KNIVES - BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis¬ 
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202 


MILITARY EVENTS, 

HR SHOWS & REUNIONS 


Need NEW IDO 

CREDIT-PRIVACY 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity • Credit • New SSN 

• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.corn 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF. 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! I 

Secrets of a Super Hacker.---$20 | 

Counterfeit I.D. Made $16 

I.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully Illustrated-..-.$25 

The Anarchist Cookbook™-,,™,,_ m ,-53D I 

Your Revenge Is in The Mai|. r . „,<„™,„h$13 

The Poor Man’s dairies Band flM, C^RdffL- $50 

Personal Defense ..$12 

Privacy, How to Gel It. How To Enjoy It™.. $18 
The Paper Trip HI Master Guide To New ]D....$29 
Home Workshop Professional Lock Tools....$22 

The Complete Guide To Lock Picking ..,515 

Drink As Much As You Want & Lite Longer..515 1 

B&E Book.$17 Reborn in tha USA.^.JStG I 

Gaslighting...$15 Fraudulent Credentials.,. ..$10 

Ur-ine Trouble.$20 Recreational Dn>gs.535 J 

Take No Prisoners...$10 ftocumenr Fraud...$15 
Ditching Your Debts..$15 Subway Survival*..Si 
WF SPF«ai m EDUCATION BOOKS | 

MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CANT LIST! 
FAX 1-Q16-771-42Q1 FS Catalog...^, $2 
Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 

Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Bock {USA), 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add SlO, Rer_Bf>ok 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 

$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders 
and Orders Under $15 Subtotal, 
Credit Card Orders 1-OT043WW3 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 

http://www.fsbookco.com 

SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 



EASY WORK! EXCELLECT PAY! Assemble 
Products at home. Call Toll Free 1-800-467-5566 
EXT. 6823 


FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice here for one 
month, half price, for any legitimate reunion, mili¬ 
tary base open-house, air show, battle re-enact¬ 
ment, firepower demonstration or similar military 
event. Non-commercial events only; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


MISCELLANEOUS 


-- • Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIER OF 

April sooo ^ soldigr of fortung •www.sofmag.cam 


LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail¬ 
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds muscle, 
strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate Testosterone 
level 200%. Enhances virility—Instant recovery. 
Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” So 
are ✓ and 0. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

MINE, GRENADE & FIREARMS POSTERS: 50+ 

set; single posters and poster books available. 
Securesearch, Inc., 3500 Pharmacy, U-4, Toronto, 
ON., Canada Ml W 2T6. (1-416) 492-5349, Fax: (1- 
416) 492-3656 
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BUGGED?? 


EAVESDROPPING is unbelievably widespread! 

Are you sure you're safe? Would you like to learn 
how others (without prior experience) earn $250 HR 
in the fascinating field of COUNTER-SURVEILLANCE ? 
Call for FREE CATALOG! 


800 732-5000 


The World's Fines! Line el The malic Military T’s. 




•HAT PINS»MEDALS* 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy. Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1 - 888 - 223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 


HONORS 

by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1 -815-223-1499 



MILITARY VEHICLES 


1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 


imUHUMMMtt 

irra 

BjjjQ 

U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND, 

m 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead¬ 
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 


e a DETECTIVE 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new 
adventure every day. 

Dynamic home study course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO. 

1 - 800 - 742-9007 Dept. 301 

www.detectivetrainina.com 



LEATHERWOOP 

ART II 

Sniper Scopes 



lNTHEIR 

ARMS 



13983 Industry Avenue 
- Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 
p. FAX 1-612-261-5599 
" www.dpmslnc.com 
e-mail: dpm5lnc@aol.com 
Business Hours: 

M*F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Time 


SOCIAL NUDISM LIFESTYLE! New videos! Free 
Catalog! Write: FPSO, Box 191H, Montreal, 
Canada H3G-2K7 (E-Mail: freecat@total.net) 

Dream Line 2000 Talk with a professional dream 
interpreter and learn what your dream Is trying to 
tell you. 1-900-745-1013. 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 

UFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 


IPRIVATE EYE! 


Have a life of intrigue. 
I art**, excitement, adventure! 

Learn from the REAL 
____experts: 

Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 

Call Or Write of Private Investigation | 

(310)657-6333 I Beveriy B mils!cA 902131 


Free Brochure! 
Call Or Write 


(310)657-6333 Beverly Hills, CA90213 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 


“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 
“On The Sunset Strip” 
8519-8521 W.SunsetBlvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


BUSHPILOT WINDS 

BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase — Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwlngs.com 


TRAINING 


“SUPERIOR TRAINING FOR PROFESSION¬ 
ALS!” Executive Protection, Maritime Security, 
CQP, Technical Surveillance, Counter 
Intelligence, Investigations Management, Career 
Development, and Tactical Courses. Enterprising 
Securities (770) 723-1683 or www.enterprls- 
ingsecurltles.com 


50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
TrAVEL, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplacel 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 (refund¬ 
able). MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. 

NEED ALTERNATE USA ID? Privacy, protection, 
peace of mind. Only $1898.00. Hilton A. 
Vandamme, 214-890-6884, 24 hours a day. Strictly 
confidential consulting services. Now call when 
ready with available funds. 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop for 
surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, new ID’s 
and new identity, asset protection, covert weapons, 
investigations, and more. (802) 864-0951. 
www.espionage-store.com 

HIRED GUN logo merchandise now available! 
Gold on black: caps, polo shirts, T-shirts, coffee 
mugs. Volume discounts! Call now TOLL FREE: 
(877) 544-1155 www.hired-gun.com 


SURPLUS 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your areal Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, morel Great deals! 
Call: 1-800-601-2212, Ext. SP7770 

www.NationalinfoCorp.com 

■ Did this get your attention? It's a “Dingbat ” So 
are ✓ and •- Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 


SURVEILLANCE 


Electro-Optics Proudly Presents, Tiny 
Wireless Micro Video Cameras, Micro Security 
Cameras that hook to TV and VCR only $49.00. 
Online-Catalog www.covertsurveillance.com 
<http://www.covertsurveiilance.com> Orders 1- 
888-474-9409 


WERSITES 


✓ FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right here. 
This Is a great way to get out the word on your 
site! 

COVERT SPY GEAR- www.SpookTech.com, 1- 
877-464-4SPY 

ACTION KNIVES Automatics, Butterflies, 
Nunchakus, Stars, Batons, Lasers, Knuckles, 
www.actionknives.com (877-3KNIVES) 

POLICE BADGES, Guns, Weapons “Find Icon Win 
Gift” www.maxsell.com (954-568-1480) 

SURPLUS/SURVIVAL: Low Prices - Free 
Shipping, www.GorillaGear.com 

Civil War/Western Pistols, swords, rifles, and spit¬ 
toons. www.collectorsarmory.com (954) 568-1480 
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r SOSPEMDED?j™ 

. LEARN HOW VOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
l DRIVER’S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 

‘ NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 


QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S4 
P.O. BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 


XTREMELY-SHARP.COM Swords, Knives, 
Armor, Blowguns, Crossbows, Martial Arts 
Equipment, and such...Checkout our website! 
http://extemely-sharp.com (Mention “FORTUNE" 
for 5% off!) 

GET THE GOVERNMENT out of your bank 
account... go offshore NOW! http^/permanent- 
tourist.com 

Authentic U.S. Govt. Issue Army / Navy Surplus. 
Best prices - OnLine catalog www.americanarmy- 
navy.com Phone 888-566-ARMY 

CYBER DETECTIVE TOOLKIT! The software pri- 
vate investigators wish was kept secret. 
http://www.xspy.net 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE LOGO ITEMS are for 

sale on the SOF website: WWW.SOFMAG.COM. 
T-shirts, hats, coffee mugs and more! 

ATTRACT BEAUTIFUL LADIES!! This pheromone 
cologne never fails! http://cicara.com 


Y2K PRODUCTS 


■ MRE’S 11 ISOI IV! healers fWI 1 + shipping 
MILLENNIUM BEAN MI X ES 

• One man month in a stackable bucket 

• Choose Millennium Bean, Pea, Rice, Chili, 

• or Minestrone. $40/60 servings 

• 3600 Calorie Food Bars $65/12 

• MRE Chocolate Brownies $100/100 

• MRE Wheat Snack Bread $60/80 

• MRE Poundcakes $75/100 Assorted 

Catalog $2 Survival Checklist $5 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 208-793-3121 
l-k.puhJmt RentL Nlah> i S362P 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 


• PARA 
> GUARDS 


• ROYAL MARINES 

• BLACK WATCH ETC 



45 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $6.00 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 


Department 6, P.O. Box 37 


Palm Harbor, FL 34682 


“COWBOY ACTION SHOOTERS, action work, etc. 
Recommended by Mike Venturino." www.ycsi.net/ 
users/gunsmith 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 
. E-mail: WOSCPP1998@YAHOO.COM ■ 


YOUR KIDS WILL LOVE THIS! 


LEARN TO SHOOT! 

Rifles/Pistols/Shotguns/Muzzleloaders. 
WE TEACH 

Hunting/Camping & Wilderness Skills. 
NO OTHER SUMMER CAMP MATCHES 
THE NRA WHITTINGTON ADVENTURE! 
Call NOW for 
FREE Information 
, ( 505 ) 445-3615 

\ i NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER 
RO. Box 700, Dept. SOF, Raton, New Mexico 87740 


VISITING LAS VEGAS? Visit 
www.thegunstorelasvegas.com 
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IWo-Stripers As Chiefs 


L ast week, A1 Gore said he’d 
require any appointee to the 
U.S. armed forces Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to agree in advance to 
allow homosexuals to serve openly in 
our military. 

When asked about Clinton’s “Don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy, here’s how he 
responded: “I would insist before 
appointing anybody to the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff that the individual support my 
policy. And, yes, I would make that a 
requirement.” 

After enduring the next 48 hours of 
heavy incoming fire, the vice president 
stumbled out of his bunker and told mil¬ 
lions of Americans they’d misheard. He 
weasel-worded that he “did not mean to 
imply that there should ever be any kind 
of inquiry into the personal political 
opinions of the officers.” 

Millions of Americans “misheard?” I 
don’t think so. 

Clearly, Gore lied. But what’s new? 

He lied about his combat service in 
Vietnam when he said he’d been there 
and done that grunt stuff, lied about 
plowing the back 40 on his daddy’s 
tobacco farm and now is lying about 
what our ears transmitted to our brains. 

Sure, most politicians lie. But to lie 
so blatantly about an issue so critical to 
our security and then have the chutzpah 
to say we got it wrong is even more 
insulting than usual. 

My take is that, like President Lyndon Johnson, Gore has 
issues with the brass. I reckon what we witnessed on television 
was the real Gore caught dead in the center of a subconscious 
slip. He’s on record when he was a soldier in Vietnam for call¬ 
ing his officers “fascists” and driving his buddies nuts over how 
much he hated the Army. 

Granted, the Army drill must’ve been hard for a Harvard 
graduate — an enlisted man who’d led a privileged life of ser¬ 
vants and private schools. The son of a rich and powerful sena¬ 
tor wouldn’t exactly be thrilled with an outfit that made him get 
up at o’dark hundred, stand in line in the rain, eat out of a mess 
kit and shout “How high, sir?” when told to jump. 

Things got better once Gore got to Vietnam. There his basic 
weapon was a Remington typewriter, and the headquarters 
snack bar was light-years away from the trenches where the 
daily fighting and dying occurred. He was special: the only 
enlisted man in Vietnam with his own bodyguard. 

Gore’s senator daddy also got his son’s 12-month tour cut to 


five by leaning on a political general. 
The unconnected, of course, served a 
minimum of 12 months unless they went 
out Purple Heart-early on a stretcher or 
in a body bag. 

So it’s easy to see why he wants gen¬ 
erals and admirals who’ll go-along-to- 
get-along, advisers to expedite his politi¬ 
cal agenda and help scoop up the homo¬ 
sexual vote — while finishing off our 
armed forces. 

But it’s critical that the service chiefs 
and the chairman of the JC of S be their 
own men, not presidential lap dogs. They 
must be selected because they’re the best 
in the armed forces to win wars, not 
because they’ll be the president’s person¬ 
al yes men. 

The chiefs were just so politicized 
and manipulated by LBJ during the 
Vietnam War. And as a result of LBJ’s 
anti-brass paranoia, his lies to the public 
and the service chiefs’ dereliction of 
duty, we lost our first war and have a 
black monument in Washington D.C. 
inscribed with the names of 58,000 sac¬ 
rificial lambs. 

There’s already been too much com¬ 
promise and not enough standing tall by 
the chiefs and the rest of our brass hats. 
In the last seven years, not one serving 
senior officer has challenged the 
Clinton-Gore agenda — pushing politi¬ 
cal correctness and committing our 
forces on wrongheaded missions — that’s led to the near 
destruction of our military. 

If Gore becomes the prez, I bet a six-pack not one serving 
admiral and general will sell his or her soul for a chief’s job if 
it means going along with Gore’s open-homosexuality-in-the- 
ranks scenario. There’ll be an avalanche of resignations instead. 
And then a bunch of very liberal corporals will be brought in to 
take over the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Finally, the Clinton-Gore 
demolition job on the armed forces will be complete! 

It just might be expedient to learn Chinese. 

Http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 2000 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s new book, a novel, 

The Price of Honor, is now available. ^ 



Col. David Hackworth (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled “Defending 
America .” “Hack” doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't cany his writ¬ 
ing. If your local paper falls into that cate¬ 
gory, call the editor and let him know you'd 
like to see “Defending America” on the Op- 
Ed page. It's syndicated by King Features , 
235 E. 45 th St., New York, NY 10017. 
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Don’t 

hold 

your 

breath 

At least not for the three days or so it would 
take for a chemical or biological attack to 
dissipate. So, click onto gasmasks.com, 
where you’ll find the world's largest selection 
of BRAND NEW (not nearly new, not used, 
not surplus), technologically advanced gas masks 
from the United States and Western Europe. 


\ 


www.9asmasks.c0m 

I or for more info, call us TOLL-FREE 1.877.GAS.MASK 

(1.877.427.6275) 

litar y gas masks ■ Civilian gas masks • NBC hoods • filters • gloves ♦ spectacle kits • chemical protective suits • potassium iodide * Smoke Hoods 
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Solid stainless steel, Power alarm, Date window, Revolving countdown bezel, 
Speed tachymeter, Elapsed time, w/r 333 ft., Full glow tritium hands, Steel and 
rubber strap, 5 year warranty, 30 day money back guarantee, Same day shipping 


Credit card orders call: 1.800.544.4365 operator D109 

CHASE-DURER: £70 N. Canon Drive #1402-D109 Beverly Hills, CA 90210 


uwjuw. chase-d u rer. com 


SEE ALL THE CHASE-DURER WATCHES AT: ALABAMA Enterprise CATHART (334) 347-3703 ARIZONA Chandler TRENDS (602) 899-5555 Phoenix ARGO (602) 997-8595 Scottsdale SCHUBACH 
(888) 724-8222 CALIFORNIA Alhambra SWISS WATCH (626) 576-8926 Bakersfield CARRIAGE (661) 322-2246 Beaumont SWISS ARMY POCKET PALS (909) 769-1820 Beverly Hills DENMARK (310) 
859-0607 RAPHAELS (310) 275-6211 Burbank TIMEPIECES (818) 559-9557 Canoga Park PRECIOUS IMAGE (818) 883-2196 Carmel WINGS AMERICA (831) 626-9464 Century City ARVA (310) 556- 
1317 Chico SCOTTS FIFTH Ave. (530) 899-7080 Clovis KARKAZIAN (559) 297-0201 Costa Mesa JOSTMAR (714) 966-2661 Covina ROGER GAMA (626) 858-5256 Fresno KARKAZIAN (559) 224-9019 
Glendora GOLD'N'TIME (626) 857-0717 Granada Hills BOYADJIAN (818) 831-0753 Hermosa Beach SEYMOUR (310) 379-5401 Huntington Beach DIAMDND OBSESSION (714) 841-5859 LaJolla 
C.J.CHARLES (858) 454-5390 Long Beach MKOTT PICH (562) 433-3530 Marina Del Rey UNIVERSAL (310) 301-9797 Monterey GASPERS (831) 375-5332 New Port Beach NEWPORT CLOCK AND 
WATCHES (949) 723-2333 North Hollywood GENERALES (818) 763-9768 Palm Desert NEWPORT GALLERY (760) 674-8066 Palm Springs GADI (760) 323-1838 Pasadena VALIA'S (626) 795-5602 
Redlands GALLAGHER (909) 798-5446 Redondo Beach FINLEY'S (310) 791- 3052 San Bernardino TEKIN BROS (909) 888-2369 San Diego LONDON GATE (619) 270-6565 San Dimas Y2K (909) 592- 
0666 San Luis Obispo B. ANTHONY (805) 544-8988 San Pedro RON'S (310) 833-4024 RON'S (310) 832-1272 Santa Clara COUNTY COMM (408) 244-4750 Sherman Oaks TIC TIME (818) 905-9333 
Simi Valley JEWEL TIME (805) 527-9930 Studio City VALLEY'S GEM (818) 761-1729 Tarzana DARVA (818) 881-4653 Thousand Oaks THE GOLD STORE (805) 495-5464 Torrance DELTIME (310) 370- 
8463 DEL TIME (310) 214-4985 Vacaville GUNS & GEAR (707) 451-1199 Venice GOOD SEE CO. (310) 452-5357 Visalia JEWELRY CLUB (559) 625-3119 Yorba Linda DAVID HAYMAN (714) 996-9032 
COLORADO Beaver Creek JEWELS BY SHILP1 (970) 748-0441 Denver ATLANTIS GEM (303) 825-3366 RIGHT TIME (888) 846-3388 Fort Collins VINTAGE CLOCK (970) 482-8529 Grand Junction 
PAGE-PARSON (970) 242-3420 Longmont LARKSPUR (303) 684-8181 CONNECTICUT New Haven SAVITT JEWELERS (203) 865-6121 Greenwich JEWELRY BY ROSE (203) Orange SYKES-LIBBY 
(203) 799-1334 Stamford PETER SUCHY (203) 327-0024 R. HOLLANDER (203) 363-2200 Wethersfield STERLING JEWELERS (860) 529-1187 FLORIDA Boca Raton ALTIER (561) 395-3462 Bradenton 
HEITEL JEWELERS (941) 792-1781 Clearwater Z0LTN (727) 536-4478 Cocoa Beach BEACH JEWELERS (407) 783-3756 Gainesville MARKS & MORGAN JEWELERS (352) 331-8396 Jacksonville 
MARKS & MORGAN (904) 363-2080 Miami GOLDTIME C0RP. (305) 534-8898 Orlando MARKS & MORGAN JEWELERS (407) 855-5719 AIR ORLANDO ACQISITION (407) 896-0721 Pa/m Harbor 
MARC ANTHONY (727) 789-9005 SUTTON (727) 771-0205 Pinellas Park FLORIDA JEWELRY (727) 521-0098 Sarasota SARASOTA GOLD & SILVER (941) 371-1644 Spring Hill GOLDSMITH (352) 686- 
7358 St Petersburg B.D. PEARLS (727) 827-0978 GOLDEN SAILS (727) 381-1414 Tampa ALDO BRIONI (813) 253-2288 G. ALLAN (813) 968-4834 GOLD PALMS (813) 839-2496 KING JEWELRY (813) 
287-2599 Vero Beach DUBOSE (561) 770-9160 GEORGIA Augusta DORIS DIAMOND (706) 733-6747 Savannah MARKS & MORGAN (912) 925-0497 HAWAII Honolulu CREATIONS IN GOLD (808) 
923-8777 Waipahu DIAMOND CO.(808) 676-3440 IDAHO Coeur D'alene WATCHES BY GOSH (208) 667-3305 ILLINOIS Chicago SABRINA GIFT SHOP (773) 275-6291 Lake Forest CLOCKWORKS 
(847) 234-7272 INDIANA Zionsville JEWEL BOX (317) 873-5076 KANSAS Garden City LINENBERGER (316) 276-2770 Kansas City SOL'S (913) 371-4848 LOUISIANA Monroe R&A (318) 323-3401 
MARYLAND Annapolis U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY (410) 293-2408 MASSACHUSETTS Florence MURDUFF'S (413) 586-8760 Hyannis GUERTIN BROS. (508) 771-3706 South Orleans CLOCK SHOP AT 
PLEASANT BAY (508) 240-0175 MICHIGAN Grandville SIEGEL (616) 531-6282 MINNESOTA Minneapolis THURSTON (612) 823-0778 MISSOURI Liberty THE POLISHED EDGE (816) 781-6360 
MISSISSIPPI Jackson TOWNSEND (601) 982-2366 NEW MEXICO Albuquerque DYLAN JONES (505) 888-1331 NORTH CAROLINA Asheboro PEDDYCORD (336) 625-0170 Asheville W. GALYEAN 
(828) 274-9014 Fayetteville RHUDY'S (910)488-2971 Salisbury DEE'S (704) 636-7110 WaxhawTHE BEAD MERCHANT (704) 843-5509 NEW HAMPSHIRE Hampton SEACOAST COIN & JEWELRY 
(603) 926-7771 NEW JERSEY Atlantic City BRANDEIS at CAESARS (609) 340-1335 Bayonne AARON GOLD (201) 823 1720 Eatontown TOWN & COUNTRY (732) 542-0456 Elizabeth SALERMO (908) 
289-7791 Englewood LEBSON (201) 568-0907 Gloucester City GLOUCESTER (856) 456-4113 Hawthorne GREGARIO DESIGNS (201) 327-8920 Jersey City TIME SQUARE (201) 656-3326 Unwood 
WATCH WEAR (609) 926-3409 Ocean City THOMAS (609) 399-0359 Passaic Park KALIN (973) 777-5526 Point Pleasant Beech GOLD FEVER (732) 892-3535 Secaucus MHATANI (201) 348-1557 
South River GRECO (732) 254-6161 Westwood WATCH OUT (201) 358-1806 Whitehouse Station TALL CEDARS (908) 534-1568 NEVADA Las Vegas BERGER & SON (702) 737-7118 GOLD CASTLE 
LUXOR (702)731-0150 THE WORLD MERCHANTS (702) 383-8333 Reno HORSESHOE (775) 323-4554 NEW YORK Baldwin THE PILOT SHOP (516) 623-8823 Massapequa LINDA SHOP (516) 541-2888 
Monroe M0NRDE JEWELERS (914) 783-2361 New York FINESSE (212) 967-6853 KAMIA SoHo (212) 334-6046 LAS AMERICA (212) 966-4556 VINCENT GERARD (212) 732-6400 Nanuet MAMARI 
JEWELERS (914) 627-0916 Rome ENGELBERT'S (315) 337-3100 Rye RYE JEWELERS (914) 967-6633 Schenectady NORTHEASTERN (518) 372-3604 Staten Island BANDSTAND (718) 983-7996 GOFF 
(718) 698-7075 OKLAHOMA Enid BELL (580) 234-8434 Oklahoma City BARKET (405) 722-7485 TRUST HOUSE (405) 842-0554 PENNSYLVANIA Allentown SALOMON (610) 433-1511 Butler GOLDEN 
DREAMS (724) 282-4653 Easton BEVERLY PALM (610) 258-7256 Emmaus RICHARD'S (610) 967-5563 Jenkintown FANTASTIC JEWELERS (215) 885-9296 Kennett Square BOVE (610) 444-4525 
Harrisburg JEWELBOX ON THE SQUARE (888)-JEWLBOX Philadelphia D'ANTONIO & KLEIN (215) 592-8956 GOVBERG (215) 557-1002 WATCHES ETC. INT. (215) 922-4088 Stroudsburg STOCKEL 
(717) 421-0590 Wayne PRINS& VOLKHARDT (610) 687-8840 PUERTO RICO San Juan RELOJES Y RELOJES (787) 754-7250 RHODE ISLAND Middletown WATCHES ETC. (401) 847-4179 North 
Kingstown BROWNE & CO. (401) 295-2420 SOUTH CAROLINA Charleston MARKS & MDRGAN JEWELERS (843) 572-1171 TEXAS Dallas BATKY (214) 357-6667 San Antonio K&S WATCH (210) 
599-9337 Wimberley JOHN GREER & ASSOC. (512) 847-1046 UTAH Provo LOSEE (801) 373-1000 Sandy TIMEPIECES (801) 816-7744 VIRGINIA McLean DIAMOND CREATIONS (703) 883-1818 
WASHINGTON La Conner TWO MDDNS (360) 466-1920 Marysville WAGNER (360) 653-8200 Redmond ALL WDUND UP (425) 556 9442 Spokane WATCH WORLD (509) 482-0743 Vancouver PACIF¬ 
IC JEWELERS (800) 432-3410 TIME KEEPER (360) 896-2040 WASHINGTON D.C SWISS WATCH WORKS (202) 333-4550 WISCONSIN Wisconsin Rapids DIAMOND JEWELERS (715) 423-8333 
MEXICO Mexico City LIVERPOOL STDRES ... AND AT OTHER FINE JEWELERS NATIONWIDE 





